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By Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Mayor Bloomberg threw open his Upper 
East Side townhouse for a fundraiser for 
Borough President — and potential mayoral 
hopeful — Marty Markowitz on Wednes- 
day, drawing a crowd of 80 or so well- 
heeled donors and boosting the still unde- 
clared campaign of the term-limited Beep. 

News of the June 20 fundraiser — first re- 
ported on wwwBrooklynPaper.com last week 
— has fueled speculation that the lame-duck 
Markowitz is jump-starting his on-again, off- 
again run for mayor. 

The borough president told The Brooklyn 
Paper that he raised “slightly more than 
$250,000” at the fundraiser. 

“It went very well,” he said. “I was very 
proud to have the mayor hold it on my behalf. 
As you know, I have a very good relationship 
with him.” 

Markowitz hasn’t publicly declared his inten- 
tions, but he’s sitting on a million-dollar war 
chest for the 2009 election — and he’s already 
spent at least $200,000 on such candidate-relat- 
ed expenses as political consultants and polling. 

But for all that spending, Markowitz is still 
not completely sure he’s making the race, though 
he hinted that a decision is very close at hand. 

“Every day I don’t decide makes it more 
and more challenging,” he said. “The question 
is, can I do for New York City what I think 
I’ve done for Brooklyn.” 

While the Wednesday night fundraiser may 
have filled the coffers, Markowitz’s campaign 
dashed the notion that Bloomberg was anoint- 
ing a successor. 

“I don’t think [the fundraiser] is an endorse- 
ment of anything specific that Marty wants to do 
or will do,” said Mike Weiss, Markowitz’s cam- 
paign treasurer. “I think it’s just an offer out of 
friendship. They’ve gotten along well and seen 
eye-to-eye on a lot of things.” 

Democratic political consultant Hank 
Sheinkopf agreed. 

“The mayor held a fundraiser for [Council- 
man] Simcha Felder,” said Sheinkopf. “Does 
it mean he’s supporting Simcha for Comptrol- 
See MARTY on page 1 4 


Coney cool to scaled-down plan 



By Gersh Kuntzman 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Mega-developer Joe Sitt says 
that Coney Island businesspeople 
and residents responded “Go, Joe, 
go” when shown his revamped plan 
to transform the area’s beleaguered 
amusement area — but Coney civic 
and business leaders are actually 
saying, “No, Joe, no.” 

Sitt bubbled with enthusiasm on 
the famed Boardwalk on Monday as 
he announced that he had removed 
the most-controversial element of his 
$ 1.5-billion Coney makeover, the 
600 units of oceanfront luxury hous- 
ing that only six months ago he said 
were needed to provide enough rev- 
enue to build water slides, movie the- 
aters, arcades, a new roller coaster 
and a two-tiered carousel. 

Now the plan calls for three hotels 
that would be set back from the 
Boardwalk. One of the hotels would 
be a 400 residence-style lodging that 
would be rented out on a weekly, 
time-share basis, Sitt said. 

Why the change of heart, Sitt was 

“We heard the community,” he 
said. “We should have reached out 
[earlier] . The people said ‘no’ to con- 
dos in Coney Island, so we respond- 
ed.” 

Sitt told the media that even Carol 
Albert, who sold her Astroland 
amusement park to Sitt last year, but 
has been critical of his condo-and- 
amusement plan, gushed over his trio 
of hotels. 



Smiling developer Joe Sitt on 
the boardwalk on Monday. 


“I just came from a meeting with 
her and she said, ‘That was always my 
dream, too.’ Now that we’ve dropped 
the condos, everyone in Coney Island 
is saying, ‘Go, Joe, go!”’ 

Actually, Albert and others are 
saying, “No, Joe, no.” 

“We have no idea why he said 
Carol supports him, because she def- 
initely has reservations,” Albert said 
through her spokesman, Joe Carella. 

Later, Albert told The Brooklyn 
Paper, “I’m reserving judgment until 
I see an actual plan. I’m just not con- 
vinced yet that Joe’s plan will truly 
preserve the Coney Island amuse- 

Others were less diplomatic. 

See CONEY PLAN on page 1 4 



Srtt's new plan for Coney Island now calls for three hotels, but no condos. 


Cyclones split first two with Yankees 
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J.R. Voyles connects in the sixth inning Tuesday. 


By Gersh Kuntzman 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Wait ’til this year! 

Avenging the 18-0 loss to the hated Staten Island 
Yankees on last season’s Opening Night, the Brook- 
lyn Cyclones drew first blood this year against their 
cross-Narrows rivals with a thrilling 5-1 victory on 
Tuesday night. 

The win was somewhat sullied by a poor perform- 
ance the next night at the Yankees’ home fortress in 
Staten Island, where the Clones fell 6-3 to even the 
season series at one game apiece. (Thursday night’s 
series finale in Coney Island occurred after press 
time; look for results at wwwBrooklynPaper.com.) 

But on Tuesday night, a packed crowd of 8,888 
filled a dripping, muggy Key span Park on the Coney 
Island Boardwalk to watch the Cyclones begin their 
seventh quest for the New York-Penn League cham- 


dfk TRIPLE-THREAT COVEIUGE 

FOR ALL THE EXCITEMENT, SEE PAGE 15 


pionship, facing off against the league’s defending titans. 

Those fans may have paid for a whole seat, but 
they used just the edge of it for most of the night. 

Yankee starter Gabriel “Funky Cold” Medina must 
have been a police detective in a previous life, be- 
cause his off-speed pitches and fastballs kept the Cy- 
clones in handcuffs. 

But once Medina was pulled after his five, one-hit 
innings, the Cyclones broke out of those shackles. 

With two outs in the home sixth, returning Cyclone 
legend Ender Chavez — the 26-year-old who played 


with the team in 2002 and 2003 and is the brother of Met 
star Endy Chavez — started it off with an infield single. 

The next batter. Will Vogel, then executed that 
rarest of Single-A plays: the hit-and-run. With Chavez 
moving, Vogel punched Nick Chigges’s outside pitch 
to right field, sending Chavez scampering to third. 

The next batter, J.R. Voyles, crushed a meaty fast- 
ball over the left-field wall to give the Cyclones the 
only offense they’d need (though the team added two 
insurance runs in the eighth). 

After the game, everyone wanted to know what the 
J.R. stands for. 

“It’s Jeffrey Ross,” said Voyles, the pride of 
Tomball, Texas, a Houston suburb. 

Voyles should not have even been in the game, but 
replaced Zach Lutz, a fifth-round draft choice for the 
Mets this year, who left in the fourth inning after re- 
twisting his troublesome ankle. 

See OPENER on page 15 



Henry Wadsworth Longfellow 


School's memory short on Longfellow 

Named for beloved poet, some want moniker dropped from PS 94 


By Chris O’Connell 

for The Brooklyn Paper 

Henry Wadsworth Longfellow, one of 
the greatest American poets, is about to 
crash on the rocks of political correctness 
at a Sunset Park school. 

This month, school district officials an- 
nounced that they want PS 94 — the Henry 
Longfellow School on Sixth Avenue at 50th 
Street — renamed “the School of Diverse 
Languages and Cultures.” 


Supporters of the jargony name change 
say removing the Longfellow surname will 
better reflect the plethora of languages being 
taught at a school that has students from 
more than 100 countries (never mind that 
Longfellow was well versed in Italian, 
French and Spanish, as well as English). 

“We have a large immigrant population 
. . . that speakfs] many different languages,” 
says Mary-Powel Thomas, who runs the 
school district in which PS 94 is located. 
“We want the name to reflect that.” 


She said there was no outcry by anyone at 
a June 14 meeting at a Park Slope school 
where the name change was discussed. It 
could be because history has not been kind to 
Longfellow, who translated Dante’s “Divine 
Comedy” and was a member the Fireside Po- 
ets group with Oliver Wendell Holmes. 

While once revered in his own country 

— his 70th birthday in 1877 was celebrated 
with numerous parades and poetry readings 

— the poet who created the legend of Paul 
Revere in his famous 1860 epic is now a 


victim of that all-too-American practice of 
forgetting the past. 

Some current and former residents feel 
the change is arbitrary. 

“It just seems like they are needlessly 
dressing up the name,” says longtime 
Brooklyn resident and American history buff 
Perry Lee. “Longfellow should continue to 
be honored.” 

The name change proposal needs only an 
approval by Schools Chancellor Joel Klein 
to take effect. 



The Longfellow School on Sixth Avenue. 


A one-man treesome 

Clinton Hill artist sleeps with branch for a week 



Artist Travis Clarke spent seven nights in a gallery window on Dean 
Street, as part of the piece "Wishing dead trees back to life." Local 
activists see it as a statement on Atlantic Yards. 


By Arlella Cohen 

The Brooklyn Paper 

A sleeping man was waking 
the neighbors on one Dean Street 
block this week with questions 
on the meaning of nature, art, 
and the 22-acre mega-develop- 
ment that is for some as impossi- 
ble to ignore as a slumbering 
form in a storefront display. 

When Clinton Hill artist Travis 
Clarke decided to spend seven 
nights sunset to sunrise in the eight- 
by-eight front window of Soapbox 
Gallery at 636 Dean St., he came 
prepared with typed description of 
the live art installation, titled 
“Wishing dead trees back to life.” 

The piece is about “attempting to 
do something that seems impossi- 
ble,” said the artist’s statement post- 
ed at the gallery, which sits between 
Carlton and Vanderbilt — directly 
across the street from Bruce Rat- 
ner’s controversial arena, residen- 
tial, office and retail project. 

Little did Clarke know just how 


the statement, the dead tree limb in 
the window and his somnolent, 
halogen-lit body next to it would 
resonate with neighborhood resi- 
dents, many of whom have 
learned a whole lot about trying do 
something that indeed has proven 
to be (so far) impossible. 

“Could the tree also be represent- 
ing the possibility of a future dead 
neighborhood?” asked one area res- 


ident, Lumi Rolley, on her anti-At- 
lantic Yards blog, No Land Grab. 

The owner of the gallery, Jim- 
my Greenfield, also couldn’t resist 
the metaphor. 

“It’s an homage to nature right 
across a piece of property that will 
eventually be covered in tarmac 
against the wishes of a community 
that tried very hard to stop [it] .” 

Clarke’s stay in the front window 


alarmed at least a few people cross- 
ing Dean Street on their way home. 

“I got a call at 2:30 in the morn- 
ing from my buddy,” said Dean 
Street resident Jim Everitt. “He was 
like, ‘Do you know there is a man 
lying in the window down here?’ ” 
Everitt described the live art in- 
stallation as “pretty weird.” 

“I just don’t believe he can actu- 
ally sleep,” he said. “A lot of trucks 
and buses bang around down here.” 
Clarke agreed that getting rest 
was no easy task, even with two 
mats as bedding. 

“The other night someone yelled 
obscenities at me,” he told The 
Brooklyn Paper during the daylight 
hours when he is not imprisoned in 
the gallery. “He was with his family 
and children. A couple of people 
have commented on how the piece 
is an example of gentrification. 
People talk about money a lot.” 
One mother, Sarianda Baptiste, 
pushing a stroller past the window 
See ART on page 1 4 



Paulie pounding 

Pauli Malignaggi, the pride of Bensonhurst, won the IBF 
Junior Welterweight title on Saturday night, pounding not 
only Lovemore N'dou, but also the editors of The Brook- 
lyn Paper, who once put Malignaggi on the cover getting 
punched out by Miguel Cotto ("Duck, Paulie, duck!" June 
1 7, 2006). We're sorry, Paulie. — Chris Cascarano 


WEED 

WAR! 

Ridge pols battle over 
medicinal marijuana 

By Matthew Lysiak 

The Brooklyn Paper 


Two Brooklyn lawmakers — one a former Soviet en- 
gineer, the other a former police officer — are hashing it 
out over a bill to make marijuana legal for medicinal use. 

Assemblyman Alec Brook-Krasny (D-Coney Island) 
and state Sen. Marty Golden (R-Bay Ridge) have 
pushed themselves to the front of the debate, only days 
after the Assembly passed the legislation. 

The Democratic Assemblyman believes that marijua- 
na is so good as a painkiller that it must be available to 
New Yorkers who need it. 

“This carefully crafted legislation reflects our compas- 
sion for those [with] chronic pain and suffering,” Brook- 
Krasny said. “Many controlled substances that are legal for 
medical use, including morphine, Valium and steroids, are 
See WEED WAR on page 14 
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A COMMON SIDE EFFECT 
OF MEDICAL WEIGHT LOSS. 


Lose 21 Pounds in 4 Weeks! 





WHERE TO GO 


EDITORS' PICKS 


SATURDAY 

June 23 

Poseidon's 
Pizza 

Head down 
to the Mer- 
maid Parade 
early and 
skip the line 
at Nathan's. 

If you're 

going to be standing all 
day, you'll need the 
strength you can only 
get from a pie from To- 
tonno's, which has been 
dishing out pizza since 
1924. They open at 
noon, so pig out quickly 
and then secure a good 
mermaid-watching spot 
on Surf Avenue. 

Noon-8 pm at Totonno's 
(1524 Neptune Ave., at West 
1 5th Street in Coney Island). 
$17.95 per pie. For informa- 
tion, call (718) 372-8606. For 


SUNDAY 

June 24 


TUESDAY 

June 26 



Prospect Heights). Free wi 


w 


THURSDAY FRIDAY 


Your best bet is to try 
Craig's List or get there 
early and hope that 
someone's unloading 
extras. If not, grab a cof- 
fee from the Uro Cafe up 
the block and strain to 
hear from the sidewalk. 

8 pm at the Warsaw (261 Driggs 
Ave., at Eckford Street in Green- 


Seales and 
Panthers 

The Brooklyn Academy 
of Music launches its 
"Afro-Punk Festival" to- 
night, treating the crowd 
to a discussion with 
famed Black Panther 
founder Bobby Seale. 

Two short films about the 
history of the Black Pan- 
thers will be shown and 
Seale will talk about the 
future of the movement. 
Bring your own beret. 

7 pm at BAM Rose Cinemas 
(30 Lafayette Ave. at Ashland 
Place in Fort Greene). $15. For 
information, call (718) 636-4100. 




Catch a 'Tiger' 

Boozy crooner Ryan 
Adams might not be play- 
ing any local shows this 
summer, but you can lis- 
ten to his new record, 
"Easy Tiger" tonight. 
There will be giveaways 
and skateboarding videos 
projected on the walls in 
addition to four live bands. 
Go just to hear our favo- 
rite track, "I Taught My- 
self How to Grow Old." 

10 pm at Galapagos Art Space 
(70 N. Sixth St. at Wythe 
Avenue in Williamsburg). $8. 
For information, call (718) 


NINE DAYS IN BROOKLYN 
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Saving Energy 


Is COOL! 

A/C's with 
Programable Timers 

DONT WASTE ENERGY! 


Jhiizl/a£uz We Appreciate Your Business! 

AMERICAN rrf 
HOUSEWARES 

85 Court Street in Downtown Brooklyn 
Open 7 Days A Week • • (718) 243-0844 



I should run for 
'higher’ office 


HEIGHTS 

LOWDOWN 



Homer Fink 


I ’ve gotten to know the mind of 
the man (and gal) on the street in 
the Heights pretty well since I 
started publishing the Brooklyn 
Heights Blog almost a year ago. 

Our neighbors are smart, quick wit- 
ted, proud and a little skeptical. 

Since I’ve been accused of having 
many of the same attributes, I’ve 
contemplated something that would 
have seemed preposterous when I 
lived in Manhattan — running for 
public office. 

Before you start to get misty over 
my zeal for serving the public, let 
me make one thing perfectly clear 
about my motivation: I’m downright gobsmacked by the sheer 
wackiness of some of the folks representing us. Seems like every 
time I’ve pick up the paper recently at least one of our representa- 
tives is doing something odd. Heck, if they can do it why can’t I? 

Now I’m sure that state Sen. Marty Connor is fme upstanding 
member of the community. He’s served us for two decades in 
Albany, which is admirable — if only for the fact that our state 
capital is an armpit of a town. But it’s a little weird that he was 
recently featured in the New York Times complaining about the 
lack of nightlife up there. 

“There’s no ‘everybody place’ [to hang out] anymore,” he 
told the Times. Really? As one of the posters on my blog re- 
minded the good senator: “There’s still one ‘everybody place.’ 
It’s called the state Senate Chamber.” 

And did Connor really have to go to the mattresses over the 
vote to name a state vegetable, too? 

According to a report in the Albany Times Union, Connor 
protested a motion by Sen. Michael Nozzolio (R-Seneca Falls) 
to make com the “state vegetable.” Why did Connor object? Be- 
cause, of course, com is a grain, not a veggie! That led to a 
hissyfit by upstate teacher Linda Townsend, whose high school 
civics class came up with the com recommendation. 

But where was Marty when a bill was introduced in this 
year’s legislative session asking to let medical doctors care for 
“orangutans, gorillas, chimps and other great apes”? Perhaps he 
was out looking for a nightspot with Dr. Zaius? 

Yes, there are serious is- 
sues to be dealt with in 
government to be sure, but 
isn’t it time for someone 
like us to be part of govem- 
again? I’d even prom- 
ise that if elected, I’d only 
stay in office one term. 

“No you won’t,” my pal 
Howie Greene told me. 
Howie, now a real-estate ag- 
ent, worked in government 
back in the 1980s in the bor- 
ough president’s office and 
as an aide in the state Sen- 
N ate. He warned me, “You’ll 
be so drunk with power, you 
won’t be able to give it up. I’ve seen it too many times.” 

Then he gave me a lecture about the long that hours officials 
put in and all the constituents they need to talk to everyday just 
to keep our democracy going. And then I wasn’t so smug any- 
more. Just when I was discounting my political ambitions, 
Howie added one more thing that changed my mind again: “By 
the way,” he said, “you could totally win.” 

Home Fink is publisher of Brooklyn Heights Blog 



THE KITCHEN SINK 

The fireworks display marking the end of Children’s Day at 
the South Street Seaport drew Heights residents onto the Prom- 
enade on June 16. ... Note to gothamist.com: your Henry 
Street Ale House review claimed the pub does not have a tel- 
evision. Anyone who has been there knows that they have two! 
... Brooklyn Heights was well represented by Tracy Zamot and 
others at the Junior League of Brooklyn table at Sunday’s 
7th Avenue Street fair in distant Park Slope. . . . We’ll give you 
the good news first: Councilman David Yassky (D-Brook- 
lyn Heights) won the Democratic Leadership Council’s “New 
Democrat of the Week” award in June for his leadership on the 
hybrid-taxi initiative. The bad news? The New York City Cam- 
paign Finance Board levied a $2,625 penalty against Yassky for 
various oversights during the 2005 elections, including taking 
$675 in corporate contributions and accepting $125 in unregis- 
tered political committee contributions. Whaddyagonnado? . . . 
Joseph Stuto, who practices podiatry in Brooklyn Heights, 
was honored by the NYPD, which certified him as a police sur- 
geon. His receptionist likes him too: “He’s a nice guy, I’m 
telling you,” she told The Stoop. Clearly, gumshoes need a good 
foot doctor. E-mail us at Stoop@BrooklynPaper.com 


Seniors to DOT: 
Fix the light! 


By Josh Saul 

for The Brooklyn Paper 

The Department of Trans- 
portation has agreed to study 
the traffic-choked intersection 
of Tillary and Adams streets in 
Downtown Brooklyn. 

Its action is the result of 
protests by local seniors who 
say that current light timing 
doesn’t give them enough time 
to cross the street. 

“It’s very scary and very 
hard to cross,” said Helen 
Pearlstein, a member of Com- 
munity Board 2 who lives in 
Concord Village, an apartment 
complex across the street from 
the troubled intersection. 

According to Pearlstein, sev- 
eral Concord Village residents 
have been struck by cars in the 
intersection due to the fast sig- 
nal changes and the speed of 
the cars zooming off of the 


Brooklyn Bridge. 

Pearlstein met with DOT of- 
ficials last month. 

“I don’t know what the fol- 
low up will be, but at least they 
gave us the time to make our 
case,” she said. 

Transportation Alternatives 
agrees with Pearlstein. The 
group has also rated the area as 
the most dangerous location for 
cyclists in Brooklyn, despite 
(or, perhaps, because of) the 
wide bike lane on Tillary. 

The 12- week study will ex- 
amine pedestrian and vehicle 
volume as well as whether sig- 
nal timing should be changed, 
according to a Department of 
Transportation spokesman. 

Pearlstein and others will be 
watching. 

“We’re not letting go of this 
one,” she said. “The crossing 
there is very challenging for 


Schermerhorn rising 


By Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Schermerhorn Street — 
long home to parking lots, fit- 
ter, a food stamp distribution 
center, job placement offices 
and a Hare Krishna temple — 
is finally joining the rest of the 
Downtown Brooklyn residen- 
tial boom. 

An eye-popping number of 
new projects are in the works, 
from Flatbush Avenue to Court 
Street, with as many as 500 
units expected to come on fine 
this summer alone. 

And in contrast to the rest of 
the Downtown Brooklyn boom, 
this one actually promises some 



affordable housing to boot. 

State Renaissance Court, 
which takes up most of the 
block between Bond and Hoyt, 
is a 158-unit, city-subsidized 
development of low- and mid- 
dle-income and market-rate 


rentals. Residents are expected 
to move in by August. 

Just down the street, between 
Hoyt and Smith, the city is sub- 
sidizing an 11-story, 217-unit 
building for low-income resi- 
dents called the “Schermerhorn 



The soon-to-be occupied "Schermerhorn House" on the street with the Sc 
of a mixed-income residential and retail project on the long-suffering strip. 


War of dogs v. roses 
claims a gardener 


By Ariella Cohen 

The Brooklyn Paper 

A veteran gardener has de- 
cided to quit rather than fight 
Fulton Landing dog owners, 
whose pets’ urine is damaging 
exotic grasses, herbs and flow- 
ers along Old Fulton Street. 

Rose Nordenbrook has be- 
come the first non-plant casual- 
ty in this long-festering battle. 
The volunteer gardener, who 
maintained the lushly planted 
traffic median at the intersec- 
tion of Old Fulton Street and 
Front Street for seven years, 
submitted her letter of resigna- 
tion last week to the Fulton Fer- 
ry Landing Association. 

She said walkers and owners 
who use the garden as “toilets” 
left her no other option than to 
step down. 

“Seeing the plants burned by 
the ammonia in the pee ... is 
very upsetting,” wrote Norden- 
brook, adding that she often 
found herself “working in two 
separate piles of feces.” 

“It was not pleasant,” she 
wrote in the letter to Associa- 
tion President Joan Zimmer- 

The award-winning garden- 
er’s surrender has already sent 
trickles of fear though the posh 
area, where new luxury condo 
developments have brought a 
veritable Noah’s Ark of design- 
er dogs to the neighborhood. 


“We fought for these gardens 
a decade ago, and they are not 
dog runs,” said Katrin Adams, a 
board member of the Fulton 
Ferry Landing group. “I am not 
sure who will take care of the 
garden now and make sure it is- 
n’t [destroyed] by the dogs.” 
And at least one dog walker 
agreed that the gardeners have a 

“There is definitely more 
poo in the area,” said Cynthia 


Barnett, owner of DUMBO Pet 
Care. 

“I wouldn’t be surprised if 
the grass starts getting burned at 
the parks in DUMBO because 
there are so many more dogs 

Barnett said she avoids walk- 
ing her brood anywhere near 
plants because of the animals’ 
greenery-killing expulsions. 

“Plus, most dog prefer fire 
hydrants or poles,” she said. 



House.” Half of the units will 
be reserved for the formerly 
homeless. 

That said, most of the new 
housing in the pipeline is luxu- 
ry- 

A 25-story residential tower is 
rising on Livingston Street, be- 
tween Hoyt and Smith streets, a 
lot that stretches all the way to 
Schermerhorn. One block away, 
at 230 Livingston St., between 
Bond and Hoyt, a developer will 
break ground on another more- 
than-20-story residential tower 
with ground-floor retail. 

And a stand of new town- 
houses — by the same develop- 
er who built the modernist 
homes on neighboring State 
Street — will rise around the 
future Schermerhorn House. 

All the activity has even at- 
tracted a hotel: At the comer of 
Nevins Street, hotelier Sam 
Chang — who built the Holiday 
Inn Express on Union Street and 
the Comfort Inn nearby on 
Baltic Street — is building a 
still-unnamed 80,000-square- 
foot hotel. 

Add to that the number of 
old buildings now for sale — 
333, which houses the New 
York State Division of Parole 
building, and 300, which is 
home to the Brooklyn Bureau 
of Community Service build- 
ing, for example — and the 
street should be unrecognizable 
in just a few years. 

“If we close our eyes and 
open them up three years from 
now, you’d think you’re some- 
where else,” said Frank Terzul- 
li, of Winick Realty Group, 
which is leasing out the ground- 
floor retail spaces in State Re- 
naissance Court. “It’s actually 
happening.” 

It’s a striking turnaround for 
a street that has languished 
since the 1920s, when much of 
the area was demolished to 
make way for the A/C subway 
fines. The recent transformation 
has been in the works since the 
late 1990s, according to 
Michael Burke, the executive 
director of Policy and Strategic 
Planning for the Downtown 
Brooklyn Partnership. 

Starting in 1999, local civic 
groups like the Boerum Hill As- 
sociation, elected officials and 
then-Borough President Golden 
started trying to revive the area, 
getting the stale to privatize many 
of the government-owned lots. 

Developers did pounce on 
the rare pieces of Downtown 
real estate, but only now their 
investments are finally taking 
tangible shape. 

Burke estimated that in the 
next few years, another 1,500 
residents will move onto and 
around Schermerhorn. 

Community leaders seem to 
agree that the changes are for 
the better. 

“Those sites were fallow for 
so many years,” said Rob Per- 
ris, the district manager for 
Community Board 2. “It’s very 
satisfying to see them being de- 
veloped consistent with the vi- 
sion that the community created 
back when Howard Golden 
was borough president.” 


The Secret 
to a Beautiful 
Garden Js 



CLINTON HILL HARDWARE 


for all of your gardening needs 

452 MYRTLE AVI f CLINTON HILL 

Between Washington & Waverly 

mBGH 

Hours: Mon-Sat 9-7 pm, Sun 11-4 pm 

( 718 ) - 237 - 7827 


Before 



THAT 

WAS 

EASY 


PARK WEST AUTO BODY 
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Moving day 


The Sub Zero fridges arrived last week at DUMBO's J Con- 
do, which rises over the corner of Jay and Front streets — 
and the fancy appliances are another sign of DUMBO's ex- 
treme temperature on the hotness scale. — Ariella Cohen 
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Making book 
on the water 


T he used-book business is a 
rough and humbling trade 
fraught with perils new as the 
Internet and as old as Dickens, who 
undoubtedly would be thrilled to 
know how many dog-earned vol- 
umes of his life’s work have 
reached its dusty shelves. 

It’s a business that can swallow 
the most learned ego whole, teach- 
ing her in one cmel cash register 
“bing” that pure brilliance often 
sells for less then a roll of really ab- 
sorbent paper towels. It is also a 
business with which one can fall in 


BROOKLYN 

SOUTH 



Ariella Cohen 


Freebird Books & Goods, i 
Columbia St. near Kane Street, is one example of both phenom- 
ena, one of those places where the clerks — some volunteers 
who live nearby and love the place as much the shop’s own- 
ers— spend more time chatting to customers than ringing up 
sales. It has the feel of a bohemian hangout in an off-season fish- 
ing village, more charming than profitable. 

Until now it has survived on the tireless enthusiasm and cre- 
ative budgeting of two neighborhood residents, Samantha Citrin 
and Rachel London, first-time entrepreneurs who met while 
working at nearby restaurants. As the founding myth tells it, the 
pair decided to open Freebird while sunbathing one day on a 
nearby rooftop. 

But now, Citrin has decided to quit the book-selling business, 
leaving London in search of a new partner, someone with a 
“passion for books, willingness to take a risk in an upcoming 
neighborhood with enormous potential for change” and the re- 
sources to make “a significant financial investment,” the team 
in a friendly “Help Wanted” e-mail sent to store support- 


rs this week. Here w 



i humbling effect of the used 
book trade. 

Citrin and London have 
created one of the city’s 
greatest sitting rooms — a 
cozy comer of good books, 
microwavable com dogs 
and front-row views of the 
Statue of Liberty, which 
you can enjoy over a cold 
can of rare Moxie soda. (If 
you arrive in time: Appar- 
ently there is one guy who 
likes the bitter. New Eng- 
land elixir so much that he 
tends to roll in a few days 
after the delivery truck and 
buy the entire supply.) 

The store attracts a Round Table of literary talent ranging 
from upstart post-modem darlings like John Haskell, author of 
“I am Not Jackson Pollack” to New York Times bestseller 
Robert Sullivan (“Rats.” No, that’s not jealousy. That’s the name 
of one of his books). 

At a recent fundraiser for the store, Sullivan read from his lat- 
est non-fiction epic, “Cross Country,” and then played an old- 
time fiddle duet with his elementary-school-aged daughter. She 
hit all the right notes. 

And even with all that, business is tough at the shop. 

“People are still getting over the idea of crossing the Brook- 
lyn-Queens Expressway,” said London. “We gave ourselves a 
double challenge by trying to run a used bookstore, which is 
hard anywhere, and doing it so far off the beaten path.” 

Citrin’s departure puts another challenge on the homey store. 
And as London put it, “The question is how we grow and make 
money while keeping the store feeling like [the neighborhood’s] 
living room?” 

I don’t have an answer. If you do, Freebird’s number is (718) 
643-8484. Tell London you are up for the toughest job you’ll 

THE KITCHEN SINK 

A very reliable source told The Sink this week that a “retailer 
that young people will be excited to see” is about to sign a lease 
with Two Trees Management for the Independence Sav- 
ings Bank building at Atlantic Avenue and Court Street, which 
the developer plans to convert for retail use later this year. Trendy 
Urban Outfitters was eying the landmark location earlier this 
year. ... Or is Atlantic Avenue on its way to becoming the new 
hipster row? Ever notice the roomy, glass-front retail vacancy at 
164 Atlantic Ave., just east of Court Street, and also owned by 
Two Trees? Word is, so has the city’s newest cheapie fashionmon- 
ger, H&M. If trendy stores were armies, The Sink thinks H&M 
would beat out UO for the hearts and minds of Atlantic Avenue. 
. . . Last week, everyone’s favorite Gowanus sludge-fighters, the 
Urban Divers Estuary Conservancy, hunted pollutants on the 
canal with a team of science students from City Tech led by pro- 
fessors Nasreen Haque and Niloufar Haque. The Divers say 
they uncovered a “thin layer of mucus like substance and host mi- 
crobial colony” on the deep-canal trek. Study will continue, they 
say. Good luck with that, we say ! . . . Our pal Regina Duggins. 
who is not only day camp director at Gowanus Houses, but the 
daughter of Smartmom's nanny. Beautiful Smile, is raising 
money for rides, activities, food and entertainment for a camp car- 
nival in August. If you can help, call (718) 807-8599. 

E-mail us at Stoop@BrooklynPaper.com 



A peek inside Hank's Saloon at Third and Atlantic avenues. 


Some steely memories 

Ironworkers' old hangout's on the block 


By Ariella Cohen 

The Brooklyn Paper 

The “For Sale” sign above 
a century-old Atlantic Avenue 
hole in the wall has stirred 
memories of the Mohawk In- 
dian ironworkers who once 
occupied the saloon’s long, 
wooden bar. 

The bar at Third and Atlantic 

— then known as the Doray 
Tavern, the pub with the motto 
“Where Good Friends Meet” 
and now known as Hank’s Sa- 
loon — sits in the center of 
what was once known as 
Downtown Caughnawaga, 
named for the hundreds of iron- 
workers who came in the 1930s 
to Boemm Hill from the 
Caughnawaga Reservation on 
the St. Lawrence River in Que- 
bec, recruited to build the city’s 
heaviest steel landmarks from 
the Empire State Building to 
the Verrazano-Narrows Bridge. 

Over the years, traces of the 
community have slowly disap- 
peared. A 1949 magazine story, 
“The Mohawks of High Steel,” 
by New Yorker writer Joseph 
Mitchell, remains the most 
comprehensive record of its ex- 

One longtime regular, Den- 
nis Chipell of Boemm Hill, 
stood near the stage of the bar 

— now a popular honky-tonk 
music hall — on a recent Tues- 
day, studying an odd hole in the 
wall. The opening once led to a 
staircase going up to a second- 
floor apartment where a few of 
the ironworkers lived until 
1945. 

“They weren’t scared of 
heights or the giant moon 
craters that used to be in the bar 
here,” he said with a wistful 

The apartment and the centu- 
ry-old bar — which will be 
razed by the end of year to 
make way for a taller condo 
building that the owners say 
will house a new Hank’s Sa- 
loon in the ground floor — is 
one of the few places frequent- 
ed by the Caughnawaga that 
hasn’t already been transformed 

Condos now fill what used 
to be the Cuyler Presbyterian 
Church on Pacific Street near 
Hoyt Street, where Iroquois- 
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language services were held for 
decades. The church’s land- 
mark exterior remains, but there 
is little to commemorate the 
church’s pastor, Dr. David 
Munrue Cory, who led the Iro- 
quois service, or the Caugh- 
nawaga women who created an 
Iroquois hymnal for the church. 

The red-brick tenements and 
brownstones between Court 
Street and Fourth Avenue and 


Schermerhom Street, where 
many of the ironworkers lived 
with their families, have been 
renovated, the chums and tradi- 
tional masks that decorated the 
homes removed. The Nevins 
Street Bar and Grill, which is 
described in Mitchell’s famous 
story as a small joint with 
crowded booths and a neigh- 
borhood nickname of the “Indi- 
an Bank,” closed soon after the 


community dissipated in the 
1950s. 

Now Twins Pizza House oc- 
cupies the shabby storefront. 

“The ironworkers were a part 
of all these places,” said Jeannie 
Talierco, a bartender at Hank’s 
for 13 years. “They were rough, 
but then they would kiss and 
make up in five minutes. Pic- 
tures of them were on the walls 
here. Now the pictures are gone 
and soon, so will be the bar.” 

A delivery boy at Twins sim- 
ply shook is head in disbelief 
when a reporter told him that 
once upon a time when patrons 
could buy Canadian beer there 
and read thank-you notes past- 
ed on a mirror from Caugh- 
nawaga widows who lost their 
husbands building the steel sky- 
scrapers. 

“Are you sure?” he asked. 


Dark days on Atlantic 


By Ariella Cohen 

The Brooklyn Paper 

A long-simmering feud be- 
tween a local business group 
and city officials could extin- 
guish the Victorian-style lamp- 
posts that line Atlantic Av- 

The popular lights, which 
supplement the avenue’s stan- 
dard streetlights, aren’t covered 
in the city’s general budget — 
forcing the Atlantic Avenue Lo- 
cal Development Corporation 
to pay the city’s Department of 
Transportation for their mainte- 
nance. But no money has 
changed hands for two years, 
and the city has been fighting 
with the group for several 
months over the unpaid repair 
money. 

Negotiations fell apart com- 
pletely this week when the 
LDC declared it would not en- 
ter into a contract with the city 
to maintain the lamps and ac- 
cused officials of “bad faith” 
dealings. 

“If the lights are destroyed, 
the DOT will be to blame,” said 
Ian Kelley, director of the At- 
lantic Avenue LDC. 

Kelley said that his group 
paid the city $10,000 in 2004 
and saw “nothing” in return. 

“We will not continue to pay 
good money and see our fights 
fall into disrepair,” he said. 

The DOT says that the LDC 
initiated the installation of the 
replica lamps between Hicks 
Street and Third Avenue — 
and, as such, it is the LDC that 
is shirking its responsibility by 
refusing to settle the debt. A 
spokesman for the agency said 
that city workers would not re- 
place broken lamps until pay- 
ment is received, though stan- 
dard street maintenance and the 
flow of electricity to the fights 
would continue. 

Neither side will say how 



An antique streetlight. 


toric row of antique shops, 
restaurants and boutiques. 

“Anything that looks shabby 
discourages [shoppers],” said 
Rachel Leibowitz, the owner of 
Circa antiques near Pacific 
Street. 

And Balboza stressed the 
importance of extra fighting. 
Over the last two years, there 
have been at least 346 accidents 
within the 10-block, lantern-lit 
stretch, The Paper reported. 

1 1 “The fights aren’t just pretty 
\l they function to serve pedestri- 
| ans,” she said. “They make a 

I big difference for people who 

I I are walking on the street when 
it is dark and there is traffic.” 
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much money remains in dispute. 

The tussle dates back to 
2001 when the original contract 
for the care of the lanterns ex- 
pired with some fees still un- 
paid, according to Candace Da- 
mon, a former president of the 
LDC who negotiated the origi- 
nal contract with the city. Under 
that contract, the LDC paid 
$820,000 to install the lamps 
and another $25,000 for main- 
tenance and electricity. 

A new contract was never 
signed, and now, the stalemate 
could be terminal. 

Atlantic Avenue advocates 
say that several of the lamps 
have already been lost to car ac- 
cidents. Now that the city has 
said it will no longer replace the 
19th-century-style lamps, these 
advocates believe the historic 
hardware will soon go back into 
Trotsky’s dustbin. 

“Unfortunately, I don’t see 
the car crashes stopping anytime 
soon, so eventually all the lamps 
will be gone,” said Sandy Bal- 
boza of the Atlantic Avenue 
Betterment Association. 

Meanwhile, storeowners fear 
that the bureaucratic bungling 
will hurt business on the his- 
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Don't let the 
bedbugs bite 


GREENE 

ACRES 



Dana Rubinstein 


E very paranoid Brooklynite has 
by now heard that the Big Apple 
is crawling with as many blood- 
sucking bedbugs as the mattress in a 
Marseilles flophouse (you know, the 
one near the train station). 

It’s not a coincidence. 

But bedbugs in Fort Greene or 
Clinton Hill? Never! Or so we 
thought. Alas, coolness is no inocu- 
lation against the dreaded critters. 

One tipster — who asked us not 
to reveal her name, for obvious rea- 
sons — told us this week her very 

local and creepy tale of woe. 

We’ll call her Cassandra. 

Cassandra lived happily with her boyfriend in a lovely Fort 
Greene building on DeKalb Avenue. It was a domestic idyll, as 
far as these things go, until April, when all hell broke loose. 

“A couple nights in a row, I woke up with a string of bites on 
my leg or arm,” said Cassandra, recalling the dreadful experi- 
ence. “Then, the next night, my boyfriend sat up in bed with a 
flashlight and lifted the sheets and saw a bedbug.” EEK! 

Cassandra and her boyfriend did what all good 21st-century 
sleuths do. They Googled “bedbug,” and determined that they 
were indeed infested with the dreaded insect. After a week spent 
debating the best course of action, they called in their landlord 
(who, for the record, is, indeed, responsible for any and all bed- 
bug infestations in their property, according to the city). 

The extermination didn’t seem to quell the problem, so they 
became near-permanent squatters in Cassandra’s aunt’s house 
around the comer. 

Now, they’re moving out permanendy. 



“Neither of us feels very 
comfortable in our apart- 
ment,” said Cassandra. “Af- 
ter a while, you feel like 
you’ve been invaded.” 
Cassandra suspects they 
got the insidious critters 
from their downstairs neigh- 
bors. (Doesn’t everyone?) 

“A few doors down on 
DeKalb, we saw a table put 
out in the trash that was la- 
beled ‘bedbugs,’” said Cas- 
sandra. “We wonder if it’s a 
neighborhood problem.” 
Suspicious. 

There may still be time 

to head off a neighborhood-wide infestation, however. 

Cornell University’s premiere bedbug expert, Jody Gangloff- 
Kaufmann, told The Brooklyn Paper that contrary to popular 
opinion, the presence of Cimex lectularius is not a sign of dirti- 
ness. Indeed, experts disagree on why, exactly, there’s been such 
a recent upsurge in infestations in the northeast. 

But she gave us a few common-sense steps one can take to 
reduce the chances of infestation: 

Be on the lookout for neighbors with infestations, smce bed- 
bugs travel easily between apartments. 

When traveling, inspect mattresses for bedbugs. 

Oh, and please, please, please, stop picking up furniture off 
the street and bringing it home. Bedbugs don’t just live in beds, 
folks. You might want to lay off the Craigslist, too. 

If you don’t, you might find yourself in Cassandra’s situation. 
She and her boyfriend have had to throw out most of their be- 
longings and start from scratch. 

“It’s a pretty frustrating experience,” she said. 

THE KITCHEN SINK 


Ever heard of egg pants? No one had, until P 
Liz Kinnmark won first place in a design contest for her contrap- 
tion — a flexible egg-cup. Kinnmark described it as “the latest 
and greatest thing to happen to soft-boiled eggs.” . . . Speaking of 
our favorite art institute, four recent alumni will be featured in a 
show at Pratt’s Gaphattan Gallery, on 14th Street. There’ll be an 
artists’ talk on Sep. 6. See www.pratt.edu. . . . Neighborhood mu- 
sicians rocked Thursday afternoon in front of ElevenTen Gal- 
lery. on Fulton Street and Franklin Avenue, as part of the city’s 
first ever Make Music New York festival. “Our goal is to breathe 
more life into the regular rhythm of our neighborhood flow,” said 
gallery owner D. Lammie-Hanson. . . . The Myrtle Avenue 
Revitalization will send out a squad of arbor assessors to deter- 
mine which sites in Fort Greene and Clinton Hill most need trees. 
The group hopes to ultimately submit a whopping 1 ,000 new-tree 
requests to the Parks Department, so we can all breathe a little eas- 
ier. E-mail us at Stoop@BrooklynPaper.com 



GOING UP! 

Tower to rise above 
Clinton Hill 



The Secret 
to a beautiful 
Garden Js 



CLINTON HILL HARDWARE 

for all of your gardening needs 

452 MYRTLE AVE f CLINTON HILL 

Between Washington & Waverly 

miEiiroB 

Hours: Mon-Sat 9-7 pm, Sun 11-4 pm 

( 718 ) - 237 - 7827 


This composite rendering was put out by opponents of the 163 Washington Ave. tower to emphasize the building's scale. 


By Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Paper 

A controversial 18-story 
tower will rise over Clinton 
Hill, despite the community’s 
frantic efforts to quash the proj- 
ect, and a lawmaker’s push to 
make such towers illegal. 

The high-rise at the heart of 
the brouhaha is 163 Washington 
Ave., between Myrtle and Park 
avenues, a tower that will top 
off nearly six times higher than 
neighboring houses. 

Due to the persistence of 
their complaints, neighbors suc- 
ceeded in convincing the De- 
partment of Buildings to halt 
construction so the agency 
could review the self-certified 
plans. The hope was that con- 
struction could be delayed until 
the downzoning of Fort Greene 
and Clinton Hill, which is ex- 
pected to go through in July. 
That downzoning will bar such 
towers on traditionally low-rise 


[noghborhoods 

in 


blocks like Washington Avenue. 

But the city’s “stop-work” 
order expired last week, said 
agency spokeswoman Kate 
Lindquist. “The general con- 
tractor ... can begin work at 

And so he has. One neighbor 
told The Stoop that workers are 
toiling at a fevered pace, “as 
though their lives depended on 
it.” As long as the foundation is 
completed — and certified as 
such by the Department of 
Buildings — the tower is con- 


sidered underway and no longer 
bound by future zoning. 

Residents predict the new 
tower will pierce the fabric of 
the neighborhood. 

“We’re stoop-sitters, not 
doorman-building people,” said 
Jane Zusi, an opponent of the 
plan. Zusi and her neighbors 
had tried to knock down the de- 
veloper’s plans with every tool 
in the activist kit: protests, the 
help of elected officials, com- 
plaints to 311 about neighbor- 
ing buildings damaged during 


construction, and the creation of 
unscientific renderings that em- 
phasize how the tall building 
would overwhelm the block. 
But it’s come to naught. 

Now that a work has re- 
sumed, the developer will al- 
most certainly be able to com- 
plete the foundation in time. 

“The idea of losing by two to 
three weeks is so galling, it’s 
mind-numbing,” said Zusi. “I 
keep th inkin g, maybe there will 
a miracle. But I’m not sure that 
anything other than an act of 
god will stop this building.” 

Councilwoman Letitia James 
(D-Fort Greene) still holds out 
hope, and is planning to meet 
with Buildings Commissioner 
Patricia Lancaster this week. 

“We still believe there are is- 
sues with their public space re- 
quirements as well as some of the 
damage that has occurred on the 
block,” James told The Stoop. 

The developer did not an- 
swer requests for comment. 
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...but downzone’s on the way 


The Brooklyn Paper 

Fort Greene and Clinton 
Hill leaders presented a united 
front before the City’s Plan- 
ning Commission on Wednes- 
day — despite some internal 
squabbling — in a push to get 
the city to restrict building 
size in their historic brown- 
stone neighborhoods, the 
next-to-last step in an arduous 
process that aims to reduceon 
overdevelopment. 



tions — its decision will be an- 
nounced in early July — come 
amid feverish growth in the two 
neighborhoods, with contrac- 
tors working dawn to dusk to 
lay foundations before the new 
zoning restrictions go into ef- 
fect. 

So severe is the sense of ur- 
gency pervading the neighbor- 
hood, that activists agreed to 
publicly support the plan, and 
; their particular complaints 


Residents near Fort Greene’s 
Fowler Square, for example, 
think their beloved plaza will be- 
come a target for developers be- 
cause the proposed downzoning 
is more permissive at the inter- 
section of South Elliott Place, 
Fulton Street, and Lafayette Av- 

“If you want to develop, the 
city is saying Fowler Square is 
where you should develop,” 
said Martin Goldstein, who 


Fowler Square develop from a 
red-light district into a walkable 
square of nice buildings so this 
sticks in my craw a little bit.” 
Unlike the surrounding 
blocks, where developers will 
be limited to five-story build- 
ings, developers in Fowler 
Square will be able to build as 
high as 80 feet, or eight stories. 

That wasn’t the only conces- 
sion made. Councilwoman Le- 
James (D-Fort Greene) 
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The Commission’s delibera- for later. lives near the plaza. “We saw 

wanted to end a practice that al- 
lows developers to build below- 




Mr. Park-er, vicious circle 

market-rate units — which they 
include in their projects in order 
to gain city permission to devel- 
op taller buildings — off-site. 

In the past, James told The 
Stoop that the policy of off-site 


SL 
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By Chris Varmus 

for The Brooklyn Paper 

A Park Slope man says he got a 
ticket because his neighbor did a 
most unneighborly thing — and now 
he’s fighting back. 

Carroll Street resident Michael 
Goldberger is challenging a ticket he 
received for parking in a space 
marked by a cmde curb-side barrier 
and a hand-lettered sign reading “De- 
livery zone: violators will be towed at 
their own expense” — a sign that he 
claims his neighbor put up without 
any right to do so. Mike Goldberger's letter 

“Imagine if everyone in the neigh- 

borhood put up such signs,” Goldberger said in a cleaning. Thei 
letter to the Department of Finance. save for the or 

Goldberger has a strong case — there is no curb " 
cut to designate a driveway in front of 557 Carroll 
St., and until owner John Alessio put up the sawhorse 
and sign, cars had routinely parked in that space. 


According to the Depart- 
ment of Transportation, resi- 
dents may place signs on their 
own property, but not on the 
sidewalk or curb — so Ales- 
sio ’s sign appears to be illegal. 

“There aren’t enough park- 
ing spaces as it is,” Goldberg- 
er told The Stoop. “For one 
person to decide that kind of 
thing is just unfair.” 

On a recent Tuesday morn- 
ing, the north side of Carroll 
Street between Fourth and 
Fifth Avenues was filled be- 
yond capacity, with cars dou- 
ble-parked to allow for street 
cleaning. There wasn’t an available space in sight, 
save for the one in front of 557 Carroll St. 

For now, at least, neighbors know to not park 
there. That could change if Goldberger wins his case, 
which is expected to be heard later this summer. 
Alessio did not respond to requests for comment. 



affordable units “promoted seg- 
regation.” But at a Monday 
meeting, she said, “I’ve with- 
drawn my objections because I 
don’t want to delay this rezon- 
ing.” 

“This is the best we can do 
right now, unless we want this 
plan to go down the drain,” she 
said. — Rubinstein 
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55 Greene Ave. Suite 2B, Ft. Greene 
For Appointment Call 718-398-8100 
Open Days ~ Evenings - Weekends 
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Single digit effective rents 
with REAP tax incentive program 
for Manhattan tenants 
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From the ashes? 
A Union Market 
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Nica Lalli 


BAY RIDGE 

New Home Depot 

B'HEIGHTS 

Homer for Senate 

FORT GREENE 

Tower going up -► 


Jt 


E verybody likes a mystery. The 
latest one in Park Slope had to 
do with the long-shuttered 
storefront space on Seventh Avenue 
between 12 th and 13 th streets. After 
years of inactivity, the mid-block 
site started to show signs of life, 
when the owner of the last-known 
business to occupy the space rolled 
up the gates, pulled out a stogie and 
started selling everything he could: 

Tables, chairs, bar fixtures and even 
the menu board were all up for 
grabs for the best offer. 

The restaurant, a short-lived Ital- 
ian place, never looked too good to 
me. I never ate there and did not 
know any neighbors who did (which could explain why it did 
not last long). After it closed, everyone waited to see what 
would come next. 

But nothing ever did. 

Now mystery is solved: Union Market, the upscale food store 
on Union Street and Sixth Avenue, is on its way in, sources tell 
me. The old oak bar is being ripped out and will soon be re- 
placed by sleek displays of fresh produce, meats, fish, cheeses 
and expensive prepared foods. 

South Slope has really made it! My mouth watered as I thought 
about the great selection of foods that Union Market offers. And 
the convenience for us South Slopers is almost too good to be 
true. I would be able to shop and get dinner on the table in min- 
utes. Sure, the prices are a little high, but on those rushed week- 
nights, who cares? 

Turns out, I do. After I stopped salivating over Union Market, 
I thought about my old 
^ m standbys along the avenue: 

How would Russo’s deal 
with this new competition? 
And what about Grab, the 
delightful little shop near 
15th Street? 

Jack Camgemi, the own- 
er of Russo’s, was surprised 
to hear that the larger store 
was on its way, but he 
seemed to take it in stride. 

“I have been here 10 
years,” the Bensonhurst na- 
tive told me. “I have always 
tried to give people good 
prices and good quality and 
I hope that they keep doing what they have been doing by shop- 
ping here.” 

Laura Nuter, the Sloper who turned the Blue Apron Food 
near 14th Street into Grab earlier this year, was a bit more con- 

“Park Slope is one of the last neighborhoods in New York 
that supports mom and pop stores,” she said. “I hope that people 
shop responsibly. They will go to Union Market, especially for 
the fish, meat and produce, but I hope that they continue to 
make the extra stops here and at the other smaller stores for 
some of the special finishing touches to the meal.” 

Nuter plans to continue to offer personal service, make picnic 
baskets for the park and expand her gifts items. 

“Union Market is more like a supermarket,” she pointed out. 
“I can’t offer that kind of selection, but customers have told me 
that they love the care and knowledge at my store and have said 
they will keep shopping here.” 

Next door at the Slope Cellars, employee Ben Hagen 
summed it up: “I was excited when I first heard about Union 
Market coming in, but now I am not so sure about them taking 
business away from stores like Grab.” 

Bob Lenartz, Slope Cellar co-owner with wife Patty, added a 
hopeful tone, “People in Park Slope see the beauty in the diver- 
sity here, they don’t mind making the extra stop.” 

Lenartz and Nuter will be working together more in the com- 
ing months to help customers pair wines with cheeses, because 
really, what good is Humboldt Fog without the proper wine? 

For their part, Union Market owners Martin Nunez, Marko 
Lalic and Paul Fernandez are looking forward to the expansion. 

“People have been wanting us to open in South Slope for a 
while, and we are happy that we finally found the right space,” 
Lalic said recently. When asked about the impact on the smaller 
businesses nearby, he suddenly said, “I cannot talk to you now.” 
He never called me back. 

There is no question that there will be an impact of a big store like 
this coming into South Slope. It is the consumer’s choice to go to 
Union Market for everything on the list, but I intend to make the ex- 
tra stops. The personalities of the smaller stores are what I love 
about living (and shopping) in Park Slope. 

THE KITCHEN SINK 

Our pal Regina Duggins, who is not only day camp director 
at Gowanus Houses, but the daughter of Smartmoms nanny, 
Beautiful Smile, is raising money for rides, activities, food and 
entertainment for a camp carnival in August. If you can help, call 
(718) 807-8599. ... We ran into our old pal, Jezra Kaye on 
Seventh Avenue the other day (Kaye, a longtime member of De- 
velop Don't Destroy, was munching on grape leaves). Though 
officially out of the movement — and disappointed with a recent 
court decision that favored developer Brace Ratner — Jezra told 
us she still thinks Ratner will be 


ed Methodist Church pastor 
Herb Miller hasn’t been mar- 
rying couples — straight or gay 

— for six years in protest of 
“discriminatory” marriage laws. 
“We won’t marry anyone — so 
everyone is on equal footing,” 
Miller said. “Hopefully, the law 
will soon recognize everyone on 
equal footing.” . . . Kudos to our 
pal Erin Shaw, who is doing a 
great job behind the bar at the 
4th Avenue Pub. Erin was bom 
on St. Pat’s Day — in Boston! 

— yet she’s not Irish. ... You 
gotta hand it to the Church! of 
Park Slope [sic]. The Eighth 
Street congregation was hand- 
ing out postcards and bottles of 
water during the Seventh 
Heaven street fair that were 
adorned with flying pigs and the 
line, “I’ll go to church when. . .” 
One atheist said he would, in 
fact, go to church if he did in- 
deed see airborne pork. 

Stoop@BrooklynPaper.c< 


Mr. Park-er and vicious circle 


By Chris Varmus 

for The Brooklyn Paper 

A Park Slope man says he 
got a ticket because his neigh- 
bor did a most unneighborly thing 
— and now he’s fighting back. 
Carroll Street resident Mich- 


ael Goldberger is challenging a 
ticket he received for parking in 
a space marked by a crude 
curb-side barrier and a hand-let- 
tered sign reading “Delivery zone: 
violators will be towed at their 
own expense” — a sign that he 



claims his neighbor put up 
without any right to do so. 

“Imagine if everyone in the 
neighborhood put up such 
signs,” Goldberger said in a let- 
ter to the Department of Fi- 
nance, which handles ticket ad- 
judication. 

Goldberger makes a strong 
case — there is no curb cut to 
designate a driveway in front of 
557 Carroll St., and until owner 
John Alessio put up the saw- 
horse and sign, cars had rou- 
tinely parked in that space. 

According to the Department 
of Transportation, residents 
may place signs on their own 
property, but not on the side- 
walk or curb — so Alessio’s 
sign appears to be illegal. 


“There aren’t enough park- 
ing spaces in Park Slope as it 
is,” Goldberger told The Stoop. 
“For one person to decide that 
kind of thing is just unfair.” 

On a recent Tuesday morn- 
ing, the north side of Carroll 
Street between Fourth and Fifth 
Avenues was filled beyond ca- 
pacity, with cars double-parked 
to allow for street cleaning. 
There wasn’t an available space 
in sight, save for the one in 
front of 557 Carroll St. 

For now, at least, neighbors 
know to not park there. But that 
could change if Goldberger wins 
his case, which is expected to be 
heard later this summer. 

Alessio did not respond to 
repeated requests for comment. 



Mike Goldberger holds a letter he sent to the city to protested a parking ticket he got, he claims, because his Carroll Street 
neighbor decided to give himself a parking space by putting a saw horse on the curb. 


No sign 
of life 

Workers installed LED signboards 
at Bergen Street, but 2-train rid- 
ers shouldn't expect flashy L-train 
treatment soon. Just as on the L- 
line, the dark digital signs will 
someday broadcast estimated 
arrival times of 2 and 3 trains — but 
NYC Transit told The Brooklyn Pa- 
per "there's no timetable for them 
to be activated." Agency spokes- 
man Charles Seaton said the $1 60- 
million program, which includes 
about 150 stations, will be rolled 
out slowly. He confirmed that the 
delays are partly due to faulty 
German-made software. The L- 
train system uses a different 
technology. — Dana Rubinstein 


Let Freeman ring 

Civic Council tabs new leader 



By Beethoven Bong 

for The Brooklyn Paper 

New Park Slope Civic 
Council President Ken Free- 
man has some big shoes to fill 
— and he knows it. 

Freeman, whose day job is 
director of sales for the Massey 
Knakal real-estate giant, was 
selected to replace outgoing 
honcha Lydia Denworth earlier 
this month — and he promptly 
paid homage to his predecessor. 

“I think the job Lydia did 
was wonderful,” said Freeman. 
“I hope to emulate her success.” 

Denworth said she had full 
confidence in Freeman. 

“Ken is smart and reasonable 


— I feel confident that he’ll do 
a great job.” 

Like Denworth, Freeman 
said he’d continue to focus the 
Civic Council on nuts-and-bolts 
quality-of-life issues such as in- 
creasing the number of bicycle 
racks and decreasing the clutter 
allegedly caused by newspaper 
boxes at several busy intersec - 

But most of all, he just wants 
to “give back” to the communi- 
ty he loves. 

“I love Park Slope — it’s a 
little slice of heaven,” he said. 
“It’s a great honor to be the 
president.” 

The 37-year-old Freeman 
(photo, right) has been on the 


Civic Council for seven years, 
the last two as vice president. 
He has also been a public mem- 
ber of Community Board 6’s 
landmarks and land-use com- 
mittee. He and his wife Colleen 
have lived in Park Slope for 10 
years. They have three children 
together. 

Those kids better get used to 
missing Daddy. Denworth said 
the reason she stepped down is 
“to spend more time” with her 
family (though we all know that 
means she’s running for some- 
thing!). 

“When I accepted the job 
originally, I wanted to only do it 
for one year, but stayed on be- 
cause I needed to see some of 



the projects through,” she said, 
adding that she plans to devote 
herself to a book. 

Denworth led the Coucil for 
two years, and has been credit- 
ed with several initiatives that 
sought to involve the larger 
public, including this week- 
end’s “Stoopendous,” a neigh- 
borhood-wide stoop festival. 



MODERN MOVE-IN CONDITION, PREWIRED OFFICE SPACE IN DUMBO 

Affordable $20 — $25 psf rents. 21ST CENTURY TECHNOLOGY 

13' CEILINGS 
PLENTIFUL PARKING 
SOME WITH WATER VIEWS 
6' WINDOWS 

GREAT PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION 
FOUR TELEPHONE SERVICE PROVIDERS 
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Single digit effective rents 
with REAP tax incentive program 
for Manhattan tenants 
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Caroline Thebaud 718.222.2505 
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LOOK GREAT, SEE GREAT! 


Specialists on Staff: 

Kevin S. Meyers, M.D., Ophthalmology 
Eric Colman, O.D., Optometry 
Tatyana Galinsky, O.D. 

• Comprehensive Eye Exams 

• Prescription Filled 

• Contact Lenses 

• Glaucoma And Cataract 
Testing And Treatment 

• Laser Vision Consultation 

• Newest diagnostic equipment 

• Full diabetic eyecare 

Most Medical Insurance Accepted • Union Plans • Medicaid • Medicare 
Discounts For Senior Citizens • Transportation provided if eligible 

9tFi Street OvtieaC 


332 9th Street • Brooklyn qa E oeae 
(between 5th & 6th Ave.) < 718 > 965-2545 



We Print Stuff 

100 % Recycled 
& FSC Papers 

Vegetable Inks 
with Low VOCs 

Chemical-Free 
CTP Production 

Printed with 
Wind Power 
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ROLLING PRESS 

Brochures 

an environmentally-friendly 
boutique print house 

Postcards 

Catalogs 


Magazines 

718 625 6800 T 
718 625 0669 F 

Marketing 
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www.rollingpress.com 
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PARK WEST AUTO BODY 


VEGAS /X 

AUTO SPA 7AM-10PM 
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CHEAPEST 



555 7th Avenue 

718-768-WASH (9274) 


GROOMING -BOARDING 

Dogs & Cats • Your Inspection Invited! 


We Service the 
* Movie Stars!* 


PUPPIES & KITTENS! 

Best Health • Home Bred • Temperments 

5 STAR E — 


(718)258-2342 


PuppyParadise.com 

2082 Flatbush Ave. Bklyn, NY 



COFFEES, GIFT BASKETS, & GOURMET FOODS 




Unique Coffee Blends, Teas & Accessories 
British Teas & Sweets 

With this Ad Save $1.00 off 11b of Coffee 
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A-Z Dental, PC 

Family 
Dentistry 

Gentle, Painless Touch 

• FREE Examination and Consultation 
with any dental work 

• Insurance and Medicaid plans accepted 

• Ultimate 4-step sterilization 

• Comprehensive Care, including 
teeth whitening, bad breath, etc. 

EXAMINATION, NECESSARY ! 
\ X-RAYS AND TEETH CLEANING , 

with this ad I 

332 9th St. (718) 832-1222 

(Bet. 5th-6th Aves.) www.azdental.com 

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK • 


This is one crime that really smells 


POLICE BLOTTER 


By Gersh Kuntzman 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Detectives hunting the 
thieves who hit a chain drug- 
store on Flatbush Avenue on 
June 13 might want to call in the 
bloodhounds: the two men stole 
almost $2,000 in perfumes. 

According to an employee of 
the store, which is at Prospect 
Place, the two men entered at 
around 8:30 pm and removed 
80 bottles of eau de toilet from 
a locked display case. 

The employee told cops that 
he did not know how the sweet- 
smelling perps got the key. 

Book fiend 

The Brooklyn Public Li- 
brary’s central branch on Grand 
Army Plaza lost a $2,750 Dell 
laptop computer on June 6. 

According to police, an 
unidentified thief stole the com- 
puter at around 6 pm, after all 
the doors had been locked for 
the night. 

Busy signal 

A woman’s cellphone was 
grabbed from her hand as she 
made a call while waiting for a 
Manhattan-bound F train at the 
elevated Fourth Avenue station 
on June 17. 

The 22-year-old victim told 
cops that just before 9 pm, a 5- 
foot woman rushed up to her 
and grabbed the Sidekick de- 
vice. A struggle ensued, but the 
perp, who is around 21 years 
old and prefers a com-row hair- 
style, finally got the phone and 
ran away. 

Cops called the cellphone 
number, but got no answer. 


Mean ‘green’ 

A woman’s Green card and 
work permit were among sever- 
al important personal items that 
were stolen from her bag as she 
waited for a prescription to be 
filled inside a Seventh Avenue 
chain drugstore on June 15 . 

Cops say a 40-year-old man 
entered the store at around 4 
pm and headed to the “prescrip- 
tion pickup/dropoff area,” 
where he grabbed the 22-year- 
old woman’s bag. 

But the thief didn’t get much 
that he could use. The total value 
of the haul was put at $5 — the 
cost of the victim’s gold wallet, 
which contained only ID cards, 
including the resident alien card 
and a Social Security card. 

House broken 

A house on Second Street 
was broken into on June 12 and 
robbed of thousands of dollars in 
electronic equipment, cops said. 

The burglar entered the 
house, which is between Fifth 
and Sixth avenues, at around 
3:30 pm while a construction 
crew was making renovations. 

The prowler made off with 
an Apple laptop, a Sony Vaio 
laptop, a Canon digital camera 
and a digital music player — a 
haul that is worth $4 ,500, cops 
said. 

Some friend 

A Seventh Street man who 
loaned his girlfriend his debit 
card ended up getting hit with 
almost $350 in fraudulant 
charges after she lost the card 
on June 2. 

The 58-year-old victim, who 
lives between Fourth and Fifth 


avenues told cops that he had 
indeed given the card to his 
friend, but that she told him that 
she had lost her wallet — 
which contained his card — lat- 
er in the day. 

By the time the couple fig- 
ured it out, $342 in goods had 
been bought on the card. 

Deep snatch 

A thief got away with nearly 
$2,000 in electronic equipment 
when he grabbed the backpack 
from a man walking at the cor- 
ner of Fifth and Flatbush av- 
enues in the early morning of 
June 13. 

The 26-year-old victim told 
cops he was approaching the 
comer at around 1 am when the 
thief — whom he did not get a 
good look at — jumped out of 
the darkness and grabbed the 
bag, which contained a $1 ,000 
digital camera and nearly 
$1,000 in accessories. 

Bad apples 

A trio of baddies stole a lap- 
top computer from a Fifth Av- 
enue restaurant on June 12 us- 
ing the oldest trick in the book: 
distraction. 

One of the employees told 
cops that the men entered the 
restaurant, which is between 
Carroll and Garfield streets, at 
around 4:15 pm, and one of 
them started asking questions. 

While the inquisition was 
going on, the other two men 
helped themselves to a cus- 


tomer’s Apple laptop, which 
was valued at $2,500. 

Cops said they are looking 
for three black teens, two of 
whom are 5-foot-9 and one of 
whom is 5-foot-5. 

Wheely bad 

It was a bad fortnight for 
Slope car and motorcycle own- 
ers, with at least four vehicles 
stolen and three broken into on 
local streets. Here’s a roundup: 

• A man who parked his car 
in a lot on 12th Street on May 
28 returned two weeks later and 
discovered that it was gone. Ac- 
cording to police, the manager 
of the lot, which is between 
Seventh and Eighth avenues, 
could account for the 2007 Mer- 
cedes 550 sedan only until June 
2. The fancy wheels cost their 
owner $75,000, police said. 

• A rental car company that 
parked a vehicle in front of its 
Warren Street office on June 6, 
and was seen on June 8, report- 
ed that by June 11, it was gone. 
The rental company told cops 
that it had been robbed of anoth- 
er vehicle less than a year ago. 

• A 2006 minivan was stolen 
from a parking space on the 
quiet stretch Flatbush Avenue 
between Grand Army Plaza and 
Empire Boulevard at around 
noon on June 12. The 37-year- 
old victim told cops that the 
Chrysler van had been fully 
locked — and that she had the 
keys on her. There was no bro- 
ken glass at the scene. 


Four hours later, a 2001 Mer- 
cedes Benz parked in the same 
spot near the Prospect Park Zoo, 
was broken into. The 54-year- 
old victim said that when he re- 
turned to his car at about 7 pm, 
he found broken glass, a hole in 
his window and $110 and vari- 
ous credit cards missing. 

• A man who parked his 
$4,000 motorcycle on President 
Street just after midnight on 
June 15 returned the next morn- 
ing to find it gone. He told cops 
that he had locked the front tire 
of the Yamaha chopper before 
leaving it between Fifth and 
Sixth avenues. 

• A woman parked her 2008 
SUV at a hardware superstore 
on the banks of the Gowanus 
Canal on June 12 at around 
2:30, then returned 10 minutes 
later to find the vehicle cleaned 
out. She lost a laptop, a digital 
camera, an iPod, and various 
chargers in the theft. 

• A businessman who parked 
his van on Flatbush Avenue at 
around 10 pm on June 13 told 
cops he returned the next morn- 
ing to find the passenger-side 
sliding door had been tampered 
with. Further inspection re- 
vealed that $15,000 in ties, T- 
shirts and scarves had been re- 
moved from the Chevy van, 
which had been left between 
Sterling and Park places, near 
the 55-year-old victim’s home. 

The van suffered $250 in 
damage, cops said. 

Bad worker 

An employee of a Flatbush 
Avenue boutique stole $20,000 
over a period of months by not 


making deposits into the store’s 
account, cops said. 

The thefts date back to 
March, according to the owner 
of the store, which is at Pacific 
Street, but they were only dis- 
covered on June 12. 

That’s when the owner of the 
clothing boutique told cops that 
the employee, who is dating a 
co-worker at the store, “had 
been pocketing money from the 
business instead of depositing 
the money in the bank.” 

Cops are studying the sur- 
veillance video. 

He told her 

A man pulled a razor blade 
out of his mouth and used it to 
slash a woman with whom he 
has been having an ongoing 
dispute. 

The terrifying crime oc- 
curred on June 1 1 at just before 
8 pm, when the woman was 
parking her car near the comer 
of Fifth Avenue and 1 1th Street. 

First, the man tried to pull 
the woman out of her car, be- 
fore he pulled the blade out of 
his mouth. 

“Bitch, I told you I was go- 
ing to get you,” the man 
screamed, according to police. 

She slashed her on the left 
hand before fleeing. The 30- 
year-old victim told cops that 
she was involved in an ungoing 
dispute with the man and his 
girlfriend. 

She was taken to Long Is- 
land College Hospital. Cops 
continue to search for the 5- 
foot-10, 160-pound man, whom 
they have identified only as 
“Little Hue.” 
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By Gersh Kuntzman 

The Brooklyn Paper 

New details have emerged 
about a rape that occurred in 
the early morning of June 15 
in Prospect Park. 

A newly available police re- 
port indicates that the sex attack 
took place in the Nethermead 
area of the park, near the inter- 
section of Wellhouse and Cen- 
ter drives, where the 34-year- 
old woman and her boyfriend 
had parked their car at around 1 


Suddenly, a man ap- 
proached, shined a flashlight 
into the car and said, “I have a 
gun — don’t move.” 

He never showed the gun, 
but the woman was so fright- 
ened that she leapt from the car 
and ran into the bushes to hide 
while her boyfriend tried to 
subdue the man. 

But minutes later, the perp 
found the woman in the bushes. 

“I’m gonna shoot you, then 
stab you,” he told the woman 
before raping her. 

The supposed gunman, who 
is described as a 5-foot-9, 170- 
pound black man, then fled. It 
is the first rape in the park this 
year, cops said. 

Crime is down in the park 
this year. Through June 10, 
there have been four robberies, 
down from 10 last year, police 
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BAY RIDGE 

9215 4TH AYE. BROOKLYN 
T:718.238.9400 
OPEN 24HRS 
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Brown Memorial 
Baptist Church 


Details of the rape have been 
sketchy. The three tabloid-sized 
dailies ran very different ac- 
counts of the crime, with the 


Post adhering to the police re- 
port that the couple had parked 
along one of the Park’s road- 

The Daily News was the 
only paper to report that the 
boyfriend of the raped woman 
was an off-duty cop who had, 
moments before the attack, 
been “locked in a steamy em- 
brace” with the woman. 

The News said that the off- 
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What’s Chinese 
for screw-up? 


r he Department of Education 
failed the exam, but an inno- 
nt student will pay the price. 


YELLOW 

HOOKER 


□ 

Matthew Lysiak 


u 


That’s the strange case of Nicole 
Colca, an eighth-grade graduate 
who was denied entry into her first 
choice high school, only to be 
placed in an Asian-language school. 

There’s one problem: Colca 
doesn’t speak Chinese. 

The trouble began shortly after 
she graduated from the Gateway 
City Academy, a middle school. 

Her good grades convinced her that 
she had a good shot at landing at 
her number one choice, the High 

School of Economics, so she was disappointed to discover she 
was assigned her last choice, Fort Hamilton HS. 

That’s when the real craziness began. 

The Colca family appealed the decision, and was pleased to re- 
ceive notification from the Education Department that her appeal 
had been granted. And then she learned where she had been as- 
signed: the High School for Dual Language and Asian Studies. 

Of course Colca never applied for the Asian language and cul- 
ture school. The mistake looks to be the result of a simple tying er- 
ror. The code for Telecommunications HS (her real second choice) 
is “K59A” while the code for Asian Studies is was “M59A” (the 
K is slightly above the M on the standard QWERTY keyboard). 

The Asian Studies school Web site makes clear that the young stu- 
dent, whose primary interests are economics and accounting, will 
spend less time on the Laffer curve and more time studying Chinese. 

“Daily instruction in English and Chinese will be provided to 
every student,” the school’s site says. “English Proficient and Eng- 
lish Language Learners will be integrated during mstrucnonal 
times and are expected to comprehend, speak, read and write in 
English and Chinese by the 
time they graduate.” 

Colca didn’t want her fu- 
ture goals changed just be- 
cause someone in the Edu- 
cation Department couldn’t 
type, so her family brought 
the typo to the attention of 
the Office of Student En- 
rollment and Operations. 

But changing this typo 
took more than Wite-Out. 

The Colca family sudden- 
ly found itself in the midst of 

a bureaucratic nightmare of 

9 unretumed calls. Eventually, 
the family was told that the 
error could not be repaired because it was their error. 

“The family didn’t get the school of their choice and decided 
to file an appeal,” said Neil Dorosin, director of the enrollment 
office. “But when they filed the appeal, they mistakenly request- 
ed the Asian Studies class.” 

What’s Chinese for “huh”? Colca says she didn’t make the 
mistake, and she has the paperwork to prove it. 

“I still have all the forms and anyone can clearly see that we 
marked down the appropriate class,” Colca said. “They are 100- 
percent lying.” The Colcas then turned to Councilman Vince 
Gentile (D-Bay Ridge), who wrote a letter urging the Education 
Department to reverse course. 

“Her placement at the High School for Dual Language and 
Asian Studies would be almost humorous if not for the random 
and determined fixation by the DOE to place a motivated stu- 
dent like Nicole into a program that fails totally to engage her 
interest or enthusiasm,” said Gentile. 

Gentile’s intervention appeared to pay off (a little): the enroll- 
ment office agreed to let Nicole attend Fort Hamilton HS — her 
original last choice. 

Dorosin continued to defend his agency. “Since they filed the 
appeal incorrectly, we did everything we could,” he said. “We 
reversed the appeal.” Justice served, right? Wrong. 

Colca believes justice will be served only when her initial 
second choice — Telecommunications HS — is granted. 

“Just because they made a mistake with our appeal shouldn’t 
mean it gets thrown out,” said the student’s mother, Madeline 
Colca. 

Colca and Gentile say they won’t give up, and are hoping that 
the Department of Education sees the light, but until then, Colca 
remains scheduled for Fort Hamilton HS in September. 

In the meantime, they can take comfort in a famous Chinese 
Proverb. 

“Like weather, one’s fortune may change by evening.” 

THE KITCHEN SINK 

Is spitting in someone’s face legal? It apparently is, that is unless 
you get proper identification first. A Ridge woman told The Stoop 
she got spat at during a traffic dispute, and alertly jotted down the 
spitter’s license plate number. But cops said she can’t file charges 
unless she also gets the spitter’s name, too. Sufferin’ succotash! . . . 
On June 16, the Canny Brothers, a Dyker Heights musical band 
of brothers, threw a CD release party at Three Jolly Pigeons at 
6802 ThirdAve. . . . Schnitzel Haus, located at 7319 Fifth Ave., 
has a great beer selection, but the veal in our source’s schnitzel tast- 
ed re-heated. We’U let it slide this time; after all, they do have 10 
beers on tap! . . . Last Saturday, Northfield Bank opened its first 
Brooklyn branch, at 8512 Third Ave. The ribbon-cutting was at- 
tended by local politicians including possible mayoral rivals Bor- 
ough President Markowitz and state Sen. Marty Golden 
(R-Bay Ridge) . E-mail Stoop@BrooklynPaper.com 
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Developer defends ‘Depot’ 



A rendering of Andrew Kohen's proposal for a Home Depot in Bay Ridge 
topped by more than 200 units of housing. 


Hansel and Gretel meet Bay Ridge 


The Brooklyn Paper 

“Everyone calls it the 
Gingerbread House,” said 
local conservationist Vic- 
toria Hofmo. “That house 
looks just like the Ginger- 
bread House from ‘Hansel 
and Gretel.’” 

It is officially called the 
Howard E. and Jessie Jones 
House, after the original 
owners had architect J. 
Sarsfield Kennedy build it 
in 1916. 

And its fame stretches 

“I was traveling in 
Prague when I came across 
a display of the most-beau- 
tiful places in the United 



Everyone loves the "Gingerbread House" < 
Avenue in Bay Ridge. 


1 83rd Street and Narrows 



Pipeline 

update 

Councilmembers Vince 
Gentile, Domenic Rec- 
chia and Joseph Ad- 
dabbo (standing) looked 
over a map of the Buck- 
eye Pipeline, which car- 
ries jet fuel from Linden, 
New Jersey to JFK. Law- 
makers are concerned 
because the line ■ — cit- 
ed as a terror target — 
runs through residential 
neighborhoods. Seated 
at right is Buckeye's 
"right-of-way" agent, 
Colleen Ford. Buckeye 
says its pipeline, built 
decades ago, has func- 
tioned without incident, 
and is safe. 


Harbor 
Motor Inn 


■ Ample parking 
on premises 

■ 24 hour security 

■ Convenient 
location (off Exit 
5 on the Belt 
Pkwy, B6 bus 
stops in front) 

• mm 

1730 Shore Parkway 

(between Bay Parkway & 26th Avenue) 
Phone: ( 718 ) 946-9200 
Fax: ( 718 ) 266-0888 



By Matthew Lysiak 

The Brooklyn Paper 

A Bay Ridge developer showed off his proposal to 
build a new Home Depot — and hundreds of units of 
even-more-lucrative housing — along a vacant Bay 
Ridge rail yard, but activists quickly trashed the plan 
as too big for the surrounding neighborhood. 

Developer Andrew Kohen made his case at a pub- 
lic hearing hosted by Community Board 10 on Mon- 
day night, where he asked the board to green-light an 
11 -story complez that will include 216 apartments (43 
of which will be below-market-rate), office space and 
a 100,000-square-foot Home Depot, in the rail yard at 
62nd Street and Eighth Avenue. 

The commercial land has already been cleared, but 
Kohen needs a zoning change to include the profitable 
residential units in the complex. 

And winning over the packed room was no easy 
task. Kohen began by stating his Brooklyn credentials. 

“When I came to this neighborhood many, many 
moons ago, it was frequented by prostitutes and drug 
addicts,” Kohen said. “But we improved the neighbor- 
hood one building at a time, and I want to continue 
that work.” 

And he reminded residents that he agreed to includ- 
ed the below-market-rate units in the project after 
CB10 asked for them. 

He also pointed out that the manufacturing zone on 
62nd Street between Seventh and Eighth Avenues is 
currently an empty hole — one he would like to fill. 

“We can take this empty hole and fill it with hun- 
dreds of new jobs,” he said. 

See HOME DEPOT on page 4 
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States,” said Hofmo. “I 
was shocked to see the 
Gingerbread House 
was one of the top 10 

It’s not just beautiful 
from the outside. This 
candy-coated dream- 
house is sweet on the 
inside, too. 

A real-estate source 
| familiar with the prop- 
" erty told The Stoop this 
c week that the house 
l “has a bowling alley in 
! the basement and a re- 
| volving garage door. 
“ All they have to do is 
I s push a button, and the 
entire garage floor 
shifts so they never 
have to back out.” 

He estimated the value of the 
property at “well over $5 mil- 
lion,” though in reality, it’s 
probably priceless. 

“You just can’t put a value 
on a home like that,” he said. 
“It really is Bay Ridge’s best- 
kept secret.” 

The current owners may just 
want to keep it that way, never 
answering the door no matter 
how many times we knocked. 

— Matthew Lysiak 
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Loose Dentures? 

GO AHEAD.... 

Eat what you want! 

Visit Dr. Tony Farha in the morning, 

have the “Mini-Implant System" placed in 

less than two hours, then go out and enjoy your 

favorite lunch. No more messy adhesive or pastes. 

As recently demonstrated by Dr. Tony 

on ABC & Fox News 
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• This advanced system is FDA-Approved. 

• It is a one-step, non-surgical procedure. 

• No sutures, nor the typical months of healing. 

• No pain or discomfort. 

• Affordable (Payment Plans available and Insurance coverage) 

Dr. Tony is recognized as a Professor of the Mini Dental Implant. 


*0NLY $495 
FOR DENTURE! 

Limited Time Offer 
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Call today for your FREE Consultation 
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MANHUNT FOR RIDGE OFFICER RAPIST 


Cops converge on Colonial Road after late-night attack 


By Ariella Cohen 

The Brooklyn Paper 

A masked intruder broke into a Bay 
Ridge Avenue apartment and sexually 
assaulted an off-duty NYPD officer at 
knifepoint — setting off a manhunt 
Wednesday night through the normally 
quiet residential neighborhood. 

The attacker, whom cops identified as 
a white man wearing a mask, broke into 
the female officer’s apartment near Colo- 


nial Road at around 7:30 pm on Wednes- 
day, entering through a door or window, 
police said. 

The victim, who has worked in several 
Brooklyn precincts for more than five 
years, was taken to Lutheran Medical 
Center, where she was treated for rape- 
related injuries that were not considered 
life-threatening, media reports said. 

Following the attack, the suspect fled, 
and police descended onto Bay Ridge 
Avenue, bringing the buzz of a NYPD 


surveillance helicopter. Sewer grates and 
streets were searched for evidence, Chan- 
nel 7 reported. 

As of press time Thursday morning, 
the manhunt was still in full force, offi- 

Neighbors said the break-in and rape 
was especially disconcerting because it 
happened in such a well-traveled area 
close to the Shore Road Promenade, a 
busy pedestrian and bus route. 

Josephine Beckmann, district manager 


of Bay Ridge’s Community Board 10, 
told The Brooklyn Paper that residents 
had called the CB 10 office following the 
attack with questions about safety. 

“We are a quiet, low-crime communi- 
ty and so this kind of crime is shocking 
and really upsetting,” said Beckmann. 

Bay Ridge has historically been home to 
a large population of police officers and so 
the fact that it was an off-duty officer who 
was raped “adds to the emotions,” the dis- 
trict manager added. — Ariella Cohen 


Dad-dater gets bashed in head 


62/68 BLOTTER 


By Matthew Lysiak 

The Brooklyn Paper 


68th Precinct 


Dating this dad can be haz- 
ardous to your health. 

That’s the message one daugh- 
ter is sending to her father’s po- 
tential suitors, thanks to an attack 
on a 48-year-old woman who 
was dating her dad, cops said. 

The family turmoil turned 
into violence on June 15 when 
shortly before midnight, the 28- 
year-old daughter confronted 
her dad’s girfriend inside his 
Fifth Avenue apartment. After a 
brief argument, the daughter be- 
gan punching the other woman 
in the head, before finally 
whacking her in the noggin 
with an ashtray, cops said. 

The daughter took off, while 
the dad-dater was picked up by 
ambulance at the residence, 
which is near 67th Street, and 
taken to a local hospital where 
she received three stitches. 


You did what? 

A 42-year-old man left his car 
running in front of a Third Av- 
enue store and ran inside for a 
few minutes, only to return to dis- 
cover that someone had stolen his 
car while he was inside shopping 
at 1:50 pm June 16. 

Beautiful crime 

A 45-year-old woman who 
left her credit card at a local of- 
fice supply store on Fifth Av- 
enue on June 1 told cops that 
someone later used it to go on a 
$532 shopping spree. 

Cash caper 

A prowler made off with a 
computer in a nighttime break- 
in on Fifth Avenue on June 13. 

The 26-year-old resident of 
the apartment, which is near 
84th Street, had left for work at 
8:30 pm only to return four 


hours later to discover that the 
$500 computer was gone. 

One headlight 

The headlights were stolen off 
a 2001 Acura that had been 
parked on 88th Street near Nar- 
rows Avenue at 8 pm on June 12. 


68th Precinct 


TVain trouble 

A 44-year-old woman was 
robbed by an ice-pick-wielding 
thug on a Coney Island-bound 
N train on June 17. 

The victim boarded the crowd- 
ed train at Atlantic Avenue and 
saw the thug sleeping. At around 
7:45 am, the train approached 
New Utrecht Avenue and the last 
rider left the train, leaving the 
woman alone with the punk. 

As soon as the rider got off, 
the man pulled out the ice pick 


and said, “Give me the jewelry 
and the money or I will kill 
you.” The woman complied and 
the thug swiped more than 
$400, including the jewelry. 

The criminal got off at the next 
stop, 18th Avenue, and fled. 

Auto swipe 

A 65th Street resident’s car 
was broken into and his proper- 
ty stolen overnight on June 15. 

The 60-year-old returned to 
his 1995 Pontiac GrandAm, 
which was parked in front of his 
65th Street home, the following 
morning and found the front 
passenger window shattered and 
electronics stolen, police said. 

A neighbor told the 62nd 
precinct that he heard the perp 
break into the car at around 4:15 
am and saw him running towards 
near 21st Avenue with the goods. 

In the back 

A man returned to his 
Cameron Court home on June 
14 to find thousands in cash and 
jewelry stolen. 

The victim noticed a back win- 


dow had been broken into when 
he arrived at the home, which is 
near 67th Street, at around 3 pm. 

Closer inspection revealed 
that $8,000 in goods were miss- 
ing, police said. 

Punk nabbed 

A trio of muggers swiped the 
purse of a woman walking 
along Bay Ridge Parkway on 
June 13 — but one of the thugs 
was later caught, cops said. 

The 56-year-old’s pocket- 
book was swiped at around 7 
pm as she neared the comer of 
20th Avenue. The trio fled with 
her black bag, which contained 
$200, plus credit, debit and 
Medicare cards. 

Neighbor watch 

A man returned to his 84th 
Street apartment to find thugs 
had broken in and swiped some 
electronic equipment on June 12. 

The 28-year-old discovered the 
damage at around 9:30 pm, with- 
in his apartment, which is near 
19th Avenue. The thief or thieves 
had also swiped $180, police said. 


HOME DEPOT... 


Continued from page 3 

But the plan met resistance from many 
who believe the existing infrastructure 
can’t support the growth. 

“The traffic is horrendous already,” said 
preservationist Victoria Hofmo. “The bulk 
of what this would be, which is three city 
blocks, is unbelievable — and there is noth- 
ing comparable in our neighborhood.” 


Other residents shared Hofmo’s con- 
cern about traffic on already busy streets 
that may not be able to handle double- 
parked trucks making deliveries, but a 
handful of residents did speak in favor of 
the project. 

The developer took the critics in 
stride, and patiently answered all ques- 
tions in a slow and deliberate manor. 


“I have learned that nothing in life is per- 
fect,” said Kohen. 

“If you measure all of the good with all 
of the bad, you will come to the conclusion 
that this project would be a good thing for 
the community.” 

Kohen is optimistic that any increase 
in traffic will be offset by the benefits the 
project will bring to what he called a 
blighted area. 

The standing-room audience remained 
divided most of the night. 

“There have been mixed reviews so far,” 


said CB10 District Manager Josephine 
Beckmann. “The developer and his team 
have been very forthright in answering all 
of our questions and concerns, but this is a 
real big issue that will take some time and 
some more discussion.” 

Community Board 10 will have two 
more meetings on the subject. The board's 
zoning and land-use committee will meet 
on June 26, at 7 pm, at the CB10 office 
(621 86th St., between Fort Hamilton Park- 
way and the BQE). The full board will follow 
up on July 1 1, location to be determined. 
Call (718)745-6827 for information. 



Members of 80th Street Block Association met with with Captain Eric Rodriguez, com- 
mander of Bay Ridge's 68th Precinct, to discuss problems within the neighborhood. 


New 68 Cap'n 
rolls into hood 



By Matthew Lysiak 

The Brooklyn Paper 

This CO’s got wheels! 

New 68th Precinct com- 
manding officer Eric Ro- 
driguez parked the NYPD’s 
mobile command post on the 
eastern side of his precinct last 
week — and promptly got an 
earful from hundreds of resi- 
dents who took advantage of 

But he didn’t mind. 

“You are not going to find 
many communities like Bay 
Ridge,” said Rodriguez, who 
was promoted from sergeant 
last October. “Everyone had 
questions and concerns, and 
we think it is really great. 

But Rodriguez may not 
have been the main attraction. 

That’s because the com- 
mand post on wheels is a hi- 
tech RV that can function as a 
police station (albeit with a 
smaller holding pen). 

The flashy RV may have 
brought the people, but the 
idea was to give locals who 
may not have the chance, an 


opportunity to get to know 
their local law enforcement a 
little better, and their new Cap- 

“Since our headquarters is 
all the way on 65th Street and 
Third Avenue, there are a lot 
of people we serve who don’t 
have an opportunity to get to 
know us,” said Rodriguez. 
“We stationed the command 
center in a place that is con- 
venient for those people.” 

The pimped-out ride was 
parked at the comer of 13th 
Avenue and 75th Street from 


last Wednesday through Fri- 

During the 72-hour stretch, 
dozens of residents stopped 
by, some out of curiosity, oth- 
ers to give a piece of their 

Rodriguez was there to listen. 

“Bay Ridge is very pro-po- 
lice and that makes everyone’s 
life easier,” said Rodriguez. 
“But residents also don’t have 
a problem telling us what we 
are doing wrong, and some- 
times that can be just as use- 
ful.” 


Join Councilman Gentile and Others in the Fight to 
Save Emergency Room Service in Southwest Brooklyn 

Victory Memorial Hospital has worked hard to put together a conversion plan that will comply with the 
Berger Commission and maintain emergency room and inpatient services for the residents of Bay Ridge 
and Dyker Heights. If you want to help this plan gain approval with the New York State Department of 
Health, please either write a letter, or clip and send the following note to: 

Richard F. Daines, M.D. 

Commissioner 

New York State Department of Health 
Corning Tower 
Empire State Plaza 
Albany, NY 12237 

For more information, call Councilman Gentile’s office at 718-748-5200 

r — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — 

Dear Commissioner Daines, 

I I write to support Victory Memorial Hospital's grant application and conversion plan, designed to keep the Emergency Room I 
| and inpatient services open under the license of the State University of New York, Downstate. I agree with New York City Coun- | 
. cilman Vincent Gentile that our area of Brooklyn needs emergency room coverage and in-patient acute care beds at the current . 
Victory Memorial site. 


Sign Name Print Name 
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Heights author explains her Whig ways 


wmmmm 

Amity Shlaes 

How good is economics writer Amity Shlaes? Consider 
this: The Brooklyn Heights resident once made the best- 
seller list with a book about the U.S. tax code (the tax 
code!). She's also known for having covered the collapse 
of East Germany, serving with distinction on the editorial 
board of a little newspaper called the Wall Street Journal, 
writing columns for the Financial Times and now Bloom- 
berg (they appear locally in the New York Sun), and work- 
ing as a visiting senior fellow at the Council on Foreign 
Relations. Shlaes's new book, "The Forgotten Man," is 
about the Great Depression — and it takes on every con- 
servative's favorite punching bag, Franklin Delano Roo- 
sevelt, as well as his Republican predecessor Herbert Hoov- 
er. Like many on the right, Shlaes is convinced that the 
New Deal did more harm than good — but she's got a 
better argument than “FDR was a soft-hearted Commie. ’ 
This week, she checked in with Harry Cheadle to talk about 
kosher chicken butchers, being a Whig (not an American 
Whig, though — for heaven's sake!), and the New Deal. 


Q: Why did you think it was 
important to revisit the De- 

A: Should a downturn come 
again, you want to know what 
went wrong. The government 
interventions were wrong. 
Hoover and Roosevelt both did 
some pretty bad things and they 
hurt the economy. This is a re- 
vision, but it’s not a Roosevelt- 
hating book or a Hoover-hating 
book. It's not a Democratic or a 
Republican book. I’m not polit- 
ical right now. 

Q: Well, a lot of people call 
you a "conservative colum- 
nist." Do you consider your- 
self a conservative? 

A: What I am is a classical liber- 
al — pre-New Deal. A 19th-cen- 
tury liberal, a Whig — a British 
Whig, not an American Whig. 
Before the New Deal, liberals be- 
lieved in the individual. Conserv- 
ative is a weird word. I think free- 
marketeer is the word for what I 
am. Conservatives believe that 
FDR was a devil or that the Secu- 
rities Exchange Commission was 
bad, and I don’t believe that. 

Q: OK, you're a Whig — a 
British Whig, that is. So who 


do you like for president? 

A: I don’t even have a view. It’s 
a history book. 

Q: Fair enough, so let's get 
back to the dusty aisles of 


history. In the book, there's 
an anecdote that deals with 
the Schechter brothers, who 
were kosher chicken butch- 
ers. What's the deal with 
them? 


A: Well, Brooklyn broke the 
New Deal. The centerpiece of 
the New Deal was the National 
Reform Administration. The the- 
sis underlying it was that Wash- 
ington should micromanage the 
economy down to the prices that 
merchants charge. The 
Schechter brothers, 
who were in the 
poultry business 
Ralph Avenue, 
among other places, 
were prosecuted by 
the NRA. They had a 
lawyer from Brooklyn 1 
Law School — they 
were real Brooklyn 
people with a real 
Brooklyn lawyer. Their 
English was bad; the fed- 
eral prosecutors, fancy Washing- 
ton people for the most part, 
mocked them. It was class and 
ethnic bigotry. The federal pros- 
ecutors accused them of all sorts 
of things. The NRA went against 
the natural law of the market- 
place — it said there was no 
consumer choice, and it said that 
prices couldn't be too low, what- 
ever that meant. It was a silly 
law. They were convicted in the 
lower court and went to the 


Supreme Court. The Supreme 
Court sided with them and said 
the NRA was unconstitutional, 
and the NRA was killed. They 
knocked down the centerpiece 
of the New Deal. It changed pol- 
itics and the way busi- 
nesses are treated. 
That's one reason our 
businesses are less reg- 
ulated today. 

Q: Besides not reg- 
ulating business as 
much, what lessons 
should today's pol- 
iticians learn from 
what you call the 
mistakes of the 
New Deal? 

A: Paying off 

groups works politically, but it 
doesn’t necessarily work eco- 
nomically. Social Security begat 
the Great Society which begat 
Medicare, Part B, which is a se- 
rious obstacle to our future 
growth. Our grandparents are 
holding their grandchildren 
hostage by believing that [social 
programs] are the only way. The 
false nostalgia for the New Deal 
is hurting our entitlements. The 
strong part of our history is 
through markets; the bad parts of 


our history came through gov- 
ernment intervention. This isn’t a 
Republican view; it’s right down 
the middle. 

Q: Government intervention 
is okay in cases like Katrina, 
right? 

A: The government rescues you 
in Katrina-like situations. But an- 
other part of your history is the 
individual doing things for him or 
herself. A market crash can feel 
like Katrina, but often the econo- 
my can right itself. The private 
sector is a better job creator than 
the public sector. The Internet 
was not created by executive or- 
der — it was private industry. 

Q: But didn't Al Gore invent 
the Internet? 

A: Let’s leave Al Gore out of this. 
Q: Gladly. So, has your stance 
towards the New Deal made 
the book controversial? 

A: I’m sure it’s going to be a 
controversial book, but it’s not 
a hating book. The late famous 
historian Schlesinger said that 
history is a controversy, a dis- 
cussion, which is why we love 
it. [The book] is just another 
part of that discussion. 



New guy's no 'Soup Nazi' 


By Harry Cheadle 

The Brooklyn Paper 

The maniacal soup-maker 
who inspired the Jerry Sein- 
feld’s legendary “Soup Nazi” 
character has brought his so- 
called “best soup in the 
world” to Brooklyn. 

Al Yeganeh’s “Original Soup- 
Man” has just opened a branch 
on Manhattan Avenue in Green- 
point. But don’t expect to see 
the Bismarck of bisque man- 
ning the tureens at this outpost 
— it’s actually a franchise 
owned by Michal Siwec. 

Like Yeganeh, he loves his 
soup (he credits his Polish 
childhood for that). 

Unlike Yeganeh, you can 
talk to this guy. 

“I’m a Brooklyn boy,” Siwec 
said. “I love Greenpoint.” 

The Polish influence in the 
neighborhood means there is 
plenty of nearby competition — 
places to get soup for one or 
two dollars, compared to Origi- 
nal SoupMan’s $10 bowl of 
chib (that is not a misprint — 


it’s double-digit soup). 

But Siwec says the prices are 
justified by the quality. 

“This is something new for 


Greenpoint,” he said. 

Yeganeh earned his reputation 
as the Mussolini of mulligatawny 
when he opened his original 


Manhattan stand. Soup Kitchen 
International, in 1984. The single 
Manhattan location had such a 
following that the line at lunch- 
time regularly circled the block. 
The stand got more (unwelcome) 
publicity in 1995, when a not-so- 
fictional version of Yegeneh ap- 
peared on “Seinfeld” — a stem 
ladle Lenin whose catchphrase 
was, “No soup for you!” 

To this day, despite his fame, 
Yeganeh despises being called 
“the Soup Nazi.” 

Despite Yegeneh’s idiosyn- 
crasies, when Siwec heard 
about the franchising opportu- 
nity, he wanted in. He had be- 
come the classic immigrant 
success story, owning a sports 
bar and a construction compa- 
ny, and wanted to open an ice 
cream franchise in Greenpoint. 

Customers agree that the 

pressed by the price. 

“It tastes good, [but] it’s ex- 
pensive,” said Jeff Regen, a 
customer at the Greenpoint lo- 
cation. “Seven, 10 bucks? Give 



The alleged Soup Nazi, Al Yeganeh. 


16 Court tower 
goes for $107M 



According to its new owner, the tow- 
er at 1 6 Court St. is not going condo. 


By Chris Cascarano 

for The Brooklyn Paper 

Brooklyn’s tallest office building was 
sold on Wednesday for $107.5 million to 
Manhattan’s largest office landlord — and 
the new owner immediately distanced 
himself from rumors that the building 
would be converted into luxury units like 
many others in the neighborhood. 

SL Green Reality made its first venture 
into the borough with its purchase of the 
38-story tower at 16 Court St., which com- 
pany President Andrew Mathias called “a 
unique opportunity for us to establish a 
presence in Brooklyn.” 

The purchase price makes the sale one 
of the biggest transactions for a Brooklyn 
building, beating out the recent $74 million 
paid for the BellTel building on Bridge 
Street, and the $71 million for the 
Williamsburgh Savings Bank building. 

Both of those former office buildings are 
being converted into luxury residential 


Downtown leaders hailed Mathias’s 
commitment to maintaining 16 Court St. as 
an office building. 

“The purchase . . . bolsters the district’s 
position as a vibrant business center,” 
Michael Burke, executive director of the 
Downtown Brooklyn Partnership, said in a 
statement. 

Although the building will not be turned 
into apartments, it will be undergoing sig- 
nificant changes, SL Green Reality said. 

Built in 1928, the building has more 
than 300,000 square feet of space and will 
be “modernized” to increase its appeal to 
office tenants — something the building 
has needed for 20 years, sources said. 

“The place is turning into a dump,” ten- 
ant Richard Goldberg, recently told The 
Brooklyn Paper. “[They need] to get in 
here and put millions of dollars into much- 
needed refurbishments.” 



I will transform technology into opportunity. 
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OUR OPINION 


Let Joe Sitt build 


So what was so wrong with the 
condos? 

Last year, Coney Island’s self-styled savior, 
Joe Sitt, presented a stunning plan to trans- 
form the area’s rundown amusement area into 
a $1. 5-billion glitzy, Vegas-style, all-year 
theme park that would put new hotels, movie 
theaters, rides and attractions, arcades and 
restaurants — oh, and 900 hundred units of 
luxury housing — on land in and around the 
decaying Astroland amusement park. 

Funny how the housing — of all things — 
was the sticking point. City officials said they 
would never approve the rezoning Sitt needed 
as long he insisted on the housing units. 

So this week, Sitt was back, trotting out his 
newest plan — which calls for the same carni- 
val mix, but with an extra hotel instead of the 
housing. 


Now we all know that Coney Island can’t 
support three hotels, least of all the “time- 
share” inn that Sitt just added to the plan. 
That’s why pretty much everyone in the neigh- 
borhood believes that Sitt will eventually con- 
vert at least one of those hotels into the condos 
he wanted in the first place. 

It's a high-stakes game of chicken: 
When one of the 30-story hotels fails to be 
profitable, the city won’t force Sitt to tear it 
down, but will begrudgingly allow him to con- 
vert the hotel into residential apartments. 

So why not let him build those apartments 
now? Coney Island businesspeople object to 
the condos because they believe that new ten- 
ants will move to the neighborhood for the ex- 
citement, but then complain about the noise, 
trash, late-night theatrics and their tattoo-cov- 


ered freak-show neighbors. 

But we give Sitt’s would-be tenants a bit 
more credit than that. If they choose to live in 
Sitt’s vibrant, 24-hour, all-year entertainment 
attraction, they will know what they’re getting 
into. Like the thousands of people who have 
moved into condos along the hardly quiet Las 
Vegas Strip, we think Sitt could easily find 
people who want to buy an apartment where 
the action is — and then won’t complain when 
that action is loud and in their faces. 

But the larger issue is that the city 
needs to let the market — not some 
amusement area “leaders” who have been 
powerless to check Coney’s steady decline — 
decide what is best for the amusement area. 

If people want to move to honky-tonk 
Coney Island, the city needs to let Joe Sitt 
build the housing they’re demanding. 


ALL DRAWN OUT 



LETTERS 


Markowitz would be great as a Bush appointee 


To the editor: 

Has Alberto Gonzales become a role 
model for our borough president (“Pols to 
Yards foes: Yer out!” May 26)? Consider 
Borough President Markowitz’s decision to 
not reappoint members of Community 
Board 6 who voted to reject Atlantic Yards. 

He says that he wants to consider the need 
for fresh perspectives when making appoint- 
ments to the board. Is a willingness to serve 
as his rubber stamp a “fresh perspective”? 
Those of us who live in the area served by 
CB6 don’t want its members to blindly ap- 
prove the proposals of real-estate developers. 
What we desire is a board that will represent 
the interests of our community. 

If Marty Markowitz cares about the future 
of Brooklyn, he should be doing all that can 
to reduce the size of Atlantic Yards and to en- 
sure that CB6 has a membership that will do 
the same. If he is unwilling to do this, he 
should abandon the idea of running for may- 
or and, after switching political parties, seek 
a position in the Bush Administration. 

His decision to not reappoint members of 
CB6 because they disagree with him indi- 
cates that he would fit right in. 

John Casson, Park Slope 

Hot dog time 

To the editor. 

Somebody better tell Gersh Kuntzman to 
do some research before he starts “acting” 
like he knows what’s going on in the com- 


petitive eating world (“59.5* Chestnut’s 
‘record’ tainted by modem air condition- 
ing,” June 9). 

Gersh is spreading lies — like the one 
that air-conditioning has a major effect on 
competitive eaters. It’s false! These eaters 
have been training — and air conditioning, 
let me assure you, is not a big factor. 

Capacity is the only issue, and air condi- 
tioning does not change that. 

This year, Takeru Kobayashi will be 
pushed to his limits as a competitive eater. 
We all know Joey Chestnut is the best Amer- 
ican eater we’ve had to date. He has shat- 
tered both the World and American record. 

But, amazingly enough, I still think 
Kobayashi will prevail on the Fourth. 

Like any red-blooded American, I want 
Chestnut to win, but I have a “gut” feeling 
Kobayashi will stretch his limits to prevail. 

Brad Vincent, Apex, N.C. 

Green Church blues 

To the editor, 

Does your Red Hook columnist Matthew 
Lysiak realize that the Bay Ridge United 
Methodist Church, which is so frequently 
the butt of his knee-jerk cynicism, has been 
in the National Register of Historic Places 
since 1999 (“Eulogy for the Green Church,” 
Bay Ridge Edition and online, June 9)? 

The difference in tone between his be- 
nign article about the recent designation of 
the Saitta House (“Dyker Heights house is 


one for the ages,” Bay Ridge Edition and 
online, June 16), a less significant building 
than United Methodist, and his snide com- 
ments regarding the “Green Church” con- 
troversy lead me to conclude that Lysiak is 
out of his depth. 

Please give the Green Church assignment 
to a reporter with some historic preservation 
chops. Susan Sively, Bay Ridge 

Paper is sexist! 

To the editor, 

Your self-congratulatory item about The 
Brooklyn Paper’s refusal to take ads for es- 
cort services (“Paper gets NOW nod,” May 
12) left me with the impression that The Pa- 
per takes a strong stand against the exploita- 
tion and objectification of women. 

Then, last week, an article on summer 
reading was illustrated by a photograph of a 
young woman in a two-piece bathing suit 
taking a book from a bookshelf. The picture 
was captioned, “Stacked.” 

I see that I was mistaken. 

Susan A. O'Doherty, Brooklyn Heights 

Benedict Marty 

To the editor, 

If Astroland goes. Coney Island will no 
longer be Coney Island. Borough President 
Markowitz could have come out against Thor 
Equities when it would have done some good, 
but he only plays a Brooklyn booster on TV. 


In reality, he’s hell-bent to gut the bor- 
ough’s soul because in his heart Brooklyn is 
nothing but a seed of Manhattan. 

Scott Powell, Park Slope 

Biased caption 

To the editor, 

As a resident of 535 Dean St., I would 
like to protest your sloppy reporting in an 
article about developer Shaya Boymelgreen 
(“The Shaya Report,” Park Slope Edition 
and online, June 9). You reported that the 
building has been “well received,” but 
placed a disparaging quotation from an ar- 
chitectural expert underneath its image. 

Such selective captioning betrays the 
perspective of the article’s author — but 
not, I can assure you, the opinions of the 
building’s residents and neighbors. 

Nadia Warner, Prospect Heights 
The writer lives in Boymelgreen's NewsWalk 

Suspended disbelief 

To the editor, 

I really enjoy Nica Lalli’s column, but I 
was a little troubled by a recent version 
(“Nica and Hitch go with ‘God,’” Park 
Slope Edition and online, June 9). 

I haven’t read her book, “Nothing: 
Something to Believe In,” but I’m wary of 
titles that appear to proselytize, whether the 
author’s religion is Christianity, Islam, athe- 
ist or whatever. 


As a friend, I’d like to caution Nica 
against allowing herself to be forced into 
company that she probably doesn’t want to 
be associated with. 

Historically, many religious groups, once 
given political authority, have persecuted 
the members of minority sects and faiths 
that don’t agree with those in power. Athe- 
ism has proved to be no exception — wit- 
ness the U.S.S.R. and Communist China. 

Just as a humble tolerant Christian wise- 
ly puts a safe distance between himself and 
the fanatic ideologues of the Religious 
Right, a prudent atheist should repudiate 
those who belittle or ridicule people whose 
unfounded beliefs differ from their own. 

Mark Brennan, neighborhood not given 

Wrong on Fourth Av. 

To the editor. 

As someone who has lived on St. Marks 
and Fourth for the 15 years, I am dismayed 
about the number of bars that have opened 
up in my neighborhood over the last year 
(“Fourth Avenue rising right,” June 23). 

I wonder if you crossed the street to Mule 
or the Cherry Tree for a drink because they 
both have gardens that are packed in the mid- 
dle of the week with midnight drinkers. I am 
happy that you see this as such a positive 
sign of “organic” development, but I would 
guess that you do not have to live with it. 
Your “renaissance” is another’s blight. 

Amanda Sawyer, Park Slope 


Delivery Opt nut 

Every week, we deliver copies of The 
Brooklyn Paper to homes throughout 
Brownstone Brooklyn. Our unique sys- 
tem limits deliveries to just a few pa- 
pers per building (eliminating the kind 
of clutter caused by circular and menu 
delivery services). 

We hope everyone appreciates our 
free home delivery, but realize there are 
exceptions to every rule. 

So, if you've received The Paper at 
home and no longer want this free 
service, you may "opt out" of our deliv- 
ery program by filling out the online 
form at BrooklynPaper.com/html/about/ 
optout.html 


Send a letter 

By e-mail: Letters@BrooklynPaper.com 
By mail: Letters Editor, The Brooklyn 
Paper, 55 Washington St., Brooklyn, NY 
11201. 

By fax: (718) 834-9278. 

All letters must be signed and include 
the writer's home address and phone 
number (only the writer's name and 
neighborhood are published with the let- 
ter). Letters may be edited and will not 
be returned. The earlier in the week you 
send your letter, the better. 



footer (faw-stgr, foster) 

1 . to bring up with care 

2. to heJp to grow or develop 
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Save energy by 
laundering with 
cold water. Don’t 
worry, your clothes 
won’t catch cold. 


The idea bulb that pops 
on above your head 
should be a compact 
fluorescent one. 
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CONED.COM 


E= con Edison 
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Our Camp 


• Variety of programs for campers age 3V2 to 15 

• Safe, fun, stimulating environment 

• Very flexible registration; accommodating 9 
week season 

• Free morning transportation from most Bay Ridge 
and Brownstone Brooklyn areas 

• Established 1992 


718-788-PSCD (7732) 
www.parkslopedaycamp.com 


PhysicAlly Active, 
Nature OmENTed. 
OuTdooRy TraveUnc^ 
Day Camp 

Swimming at a lake, pool and 
the beach. Weekly hikes and trips to Museums, 
Zoos, Playgrounds, The Aquarium, Liberty Science 
Center, Bowling and a special trip to Sesame Place 



KIDS 
SUMMER 
&£AMP 


• Experienced, 
Carefully Chosen, 
Adult Staff 

• Flexible Schedule: 
3, 4, 5 or 6 weeks 
3, 4 or 5 days a 

• Early drop-off 
(8am) and late 
pick up (6pm) 
available 

• Ages 5 to 1 1 
years 


ParI< SlopE • (718) 768 6419 

27 years of operation 
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• Privote Lessons 

• Summer Comps 
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Different activities daily 
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unique puppet show 
balloons and face painting 
perfect for kids 2-8 
for over twenty five years 

“cheerful nuttiness!” - N.Y. Times 

718 686-6801 

www.starmiteskidspuppetparties.com 


Tribute to a great lady 


T hings haven’t been the 
same on Third Street 
since B., a beloved 
neighbor, got sick in February. 
Sure, life goes on. The chil- 
dren play, the neighbors talk, 
the cars speed east toward 
Seventh Avenue. 

But there’s a new sense of 
the fragility of things; the way 
that the thread of life can break 
unexpectedly and bring pain 
and suffering to a family. 

Some neighbors knew more 
than others, but it was obvious 
to just about everyone on the 
north side of Third Street be- 
tween Sixth and Seventh av- 
enues that a beautiful and de- 
voted mother of two, a woman 
who was often out in the spa- 
cious cement beach of her 
Third Street apartment building, 
was missing in action. 

No one wanted to intrude by 
asking too many invasive ques- 
tions. The code of privacy was 
maintained as a way to show 
love and respect to the husband 
and children of this brilliant 
woman who was struck down 
in the prime of her life. 

Smartmom remembers meet- 
ing B., a statuesque woman 
with penetrating eyes, when she 
and her husband and two chil- 


dren first moved to 
Third Street from 
Washington Heights 
in 2003. Ever the 
Third Street ambas- 
sador, Smartmom 
wanted them to 
know that they’d 
moved to a great 
block; that they would not re- 
gret crossing the river. 

She could tell that B. was 
smart; a licensed Gestalt psy- 
choanalyst, B. received her doc- 
torate in philosophy from the 
CUNY Graduate Center, where 
she specialized in contemporary 
philosophy of language, logic 
and philosophy of mind. 

-,’s family 
■ adapted to Third Street’s 
' sidewalk rhythms and 
became active participants in 
the raucous playtimes, the 
BBQs, and the stoop sales. 

An attentive neighbor and 
friend, B . never passed without a 
warm hello and a smile. One 
Third Street neighbor, whose 
child was in a class with B.’s 
son, remembers B. as a kind, 
empathic friend “who was above 
all a mother. One of the best.” 

B. didn’t allow her children 
to stay out quite as late as some 
of the other Third Street par- 
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Entertainment II Music Lessons 


Rico the Clown 

Magician & Comical Nerd 


"University Professor of Speech & Commumcat 

718 - 434-9697 

917 - 318-9092 


Classical Flute Lessons 

Specializing in young flutists of 
all ages & levels. Please call 

( 718 ) 288-1302 


*PRE-NATAL YOGA* 

Movement For All 

"...a restorative, fun experience to 
share with family & friends" 
Prvt & Grp Sessions - 9 Yrs & up 
Contact Gloria 

718-788-6130 satsiri@juno.com 


KAREN LANDMANN 
CHILDREN’S MOBILE 
PHOTOGRAPHER 



917-488-8383 


ents; Smartmom noticed that 
There was a gentle order to he 
household that Smartmom e 
vied. She never served an ir 
promptu supper on the stoop o 
let her kids run wild after 9 pm 

But in the warmer months, B 
was often outside with her hus- 
band and their flock joining in on 
the Third Street banter, the harm- 
less gossip, the endless discus- 
sions about children and school. 

But as she talked, B.’s eyes 
rarely strayed from her son or 
daughter as they played in the 
yard. Fiercely protective and 
vigilant, B . never neglected her 
role as mother/proiector of 
those beautiful children, espe- 
cially her son who has diabetes. 

Learning that B. was ill was 
an unforgettable blow for the 
mothers on Third Street. It 
seemed deeply unfair to hurt 
someone so young and talented 
and to deprive two children of 
the years they deserved with 
their mom. 

For the mothers on Third 
Street, the identification with B. 
was profound: if this could hap- 
pen to B., it could happen to any 
one of them. There was anger 
and regret for the things left un- 
said and the feelings not shared; 
for the sense that life is fragile 
and suddenly so changeable. 

As the reality sunk in, they 
struggled to come up with ap- 
propriate ways to express their 
love and concern. Some sent 
notes, some visited, one brought 
bread on Fridays. Others exer- 
cised discretion as a way to hon- 
or the family. Smartmom no- 
ticed plants and flowers on the 
inside of B.’s front window. 
Window boxes were planted 
with red geraniums and Black- 
Eyed-Susan’s in late May. 

I t was obvious that B. was 
well cared for in her last 
months by a tremendously 
devoted group of relatives and 
friends, as well as hospice 
workers whom Smartmom 
watched as they changed shifts. 

In recent weeks, Smartmom 
noticed that B . was often sitting 
in her front window. Smartmom 
couldn’t help but look for her 
there as she walked by many 
times a day. Some days she 
waved at B ., some days she just 

A few weeks ago, B. waved 
back and Smartmom was ecstat- 
ic. A few days later, B. spent 
short periods of time out in the 
yard, sitting in a wheelchair and 
meeting with friends. 

Magical thinking and denial 
are powerful. Smartmom hoped 
that B.'s illness was in remis- 
sion, that the experts were 
wrong, that she would overcome 
the predicted outcome. 

But it wasn’t to be. 

Over the months of B’s ill- 
ness, Smartmom thought about 
B. dozens of times a day. 



Summer at 

JtU 008 

Day School, Inc. 

Come Join In The Fun! 



Water Play • Sprinklers • Large Outdoor Yard 
Spacious Classrooms - Music & Movement 
Gym Facilities • Art Projects 


A professional staff provides a warm stimulating 
environment for your child 2.3 - 5 years old 
2, 3, 4, or 5 mornings, afternoons or full days. 


763 President St. 


718-230-5255 


\/| PARK SLOPE 

l J LITERACY 

N/ Fast ForWord Certified Provider 
Where Kids Learn to Read, Spell, 
Comprehend and Communicate 
Tutoring: Pre-K to Adult 



SUMMER AFTER-CAMP PROGRAM 


258 Sixth Avenue, Corner of Garfield 
www.parkslopeliteracy.com (718) 768-3526 


Though they were warm neigh- 
bors rather than intimate 
friends, Smartmom felt a real 
sense of love and protection to- 
ward her. She never once pitied 
this woman who died as she’d 
lived with a gentle strength, a 
deep intelligence, and unyield- 
ing connection with the hus- 
band and children she loved. 

So how has Third Street 
changed? Someone’s missing 
and it hurts. But Smartmom be- 
lieves that B . is looking out for 
her kids, her husband, her 
friends and neighbors on the 
street she called home. 

Dedicated to Beth Hass rick, 
1961-2007. 

Louise Crawford also pro- 
duces Only the Blog Knows 
Brooklyn, a Web site. 


Sloper Beth 
Hassrick, 46 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Park Slope resident, Beth 
Hassrick, died on June 8. The 
cause was brain cancer. 

She is survived by her hus- 
band, Matthew Gartner, a Eng- 
lish professor at Kingsborough 
Community College; her chil- 
dren, Leo, 8, and daughter Iris, 
6; her mother, Betsey Hassrick, 
of Longmont, Colorado; and a 
brother, Locke Hassrick of Dames- 
town, Maryland. 

Hassrick was bom on Feb. 17, 
1961 in Str- 



ed in contemporary philosophy 
of language, logic and philoso- 
phy of mind. 

Hassrick went pursued clini- 
cal training in psychotherapy at 
the Gestalt Center for Psy- 
chotherapy and Training in 
Manhattan. As a licensed psy- 
choanalyst, Hassrick had a pri- 
vate practice in Greenwich Vil- 
lage, working with individuals 
and couples. 

She was an active member 
of the PTA and school leader- 
ship team at PS 321 , where she 
was a strong advocate for chil- 
dren with special needs. 

A memorial service was held 
on June 20 at Congregation Beth 
Elohim before Hassrick was 
buried next to her grandmother 
in Henryville, Pennsylvania. 

Donations can be made in 
Hassirck’s name to Prospect 
Park’s Commemorative Tree 
Program. 

For further information, visit 
www.ProspectPark ,org and look 
under the “Get Involved” tab. 


FAMILY CALENDAR 



Students from PS 1 00 joined the fun at the 50th An- 
niversary of the New York Aquarium at Coney Island. 


vard), free. Call (718) 399-7339 
for info. 

11 am-2 pm: Gallery talk. 
Brooklyn Museum. (200 Eastern 




1 1 am: Story hour about bears. 
Barnes and Noble (106 Court 
St., at State Street in Brooklyn 
Heights), free. Call (718) 246- 


Aquc 


f the deep. New 
um (Surf Avenue 
th Street, in Com 


n. Call 


(718) 265-3474 i 
12:30 pm and 2:30 pm: Puppet 

petworks (338 Sixth Ave., at 
fourth Street in Park Slope), $7 
children, $8 adults. Call (718) 
965-3391 to make reservations. 

1 :1 5-1 :55 pm: Boat tour. Audu- 
bon Center in Prospect Park 

dren, $6. Binoculars provided. 


Flatbush and Ocean a> 
and Empire Boulevard 
Call (718) 789-2822. 


kids. Brooklyn Children's 
Museum (145 Brooklyn Ave., at 
St Marks Avenue in Crown 
Heights), free. Call (718) 735- 


Street in Red Hook), adults, 

$15; kids, $8. Call (877) 238- 
5596 for info. 

1 pm: Insect info. Fort Greene 
Park (meet at the Myrtle Aven- 
ue and Washington Park ent- 
rance), free. For info, call 311. 
2:30-4:30 pm: Totem pole 
workshop. Brooklyn Children's 
Museum (145 Brooklyn Ave., at 
St Marks Avenue in Crown 
Heights), free. Call (718) 735- 
4400 for info. 

MONDAY, JUNE 25 
9:30-1 1 :30 am: Music, stoivtell- 
ing and crafts for young children. 
Audubon Center in Prospect 
Park (enter at Ocean Avenue 
and Lincoln Road), $20 per ses- 
sion; $60 per month. Call (718) 
287-3400 ext. 1 14 to register. 

TUESDAY, JUNE 26 

7 pm: Stories. Hoyt Street Gar- 
den (corner of Atlantic Avenue 
at Hoyt Street in Brooklyn 
Heights), free. Lemonade and 
cookies will be served. Call 
(718) 237-0145 for info. 


Brooklyn A\ 


Call (71 8) 735-4400 for info. 


Court St., at State Street in 
Brooklyn Heights), free. Call 
(718) 246-4996 for info. 

THURSDAY, JUNE 28 


jrospectpark.com for info. 
»m: Hand games like Cat's 


Place and Schermerhorn 
Street), adults, $5; kids, $3. Call 
(718) 694-1600 for info. 

7 pm: Family camping. Salt 
Marsh Nature Center. (3302 
Ave. U, at East 33rd Street), 
free. Pre-registration necessary: 
(718) 421-2021. Tents provided. 
SUNDAY, JUNE 24 


Doklyn Children 
145 Brooklyn A\ 


10:30 am-4 pm: Zoo puppet 
show. See Saturday, June 23. 

1 1 am-2 pm: Gallery talk. See 
Saturday, June 23. 

Noon-2 pm: Free kid's art. 

A 1 1 ion Center in Prospect 


FRIDAY, JUNE 29 

10:30 am-4 pm: Zoo puppet 
show. See Saturday, June 23. 
Noon-5 pm: Science and art 

SATURDAY, JUNE 30 

1 0:30 am-4 pm: Zoo puppet 

1 1 am: Stories about cats and 
dogs. Barnes and Noble (106 
Court St., at State Street in 
Brooklyn Heights), free. Call 
(718) 246-4996 for info. 


oad), free. Visit 
/w.prospectpark.org for info. 
1 :1 5-1 :55 pm: Boat tour. See 
Saturday, June 23. 


W»vsh Sport sAca<fe % 



SPECIALIZING IN SUPERVISED AND INSTRUCTIONAL 

Swimming, Soccer & Tennis 

Dramatics • Ballet • Dance • Pony Riding • Trips • Crafts 
Judaic Study • Karate ■ Computersand Much, Much More! 

Delicious & Nutritious Lunch Provided 





Dates: 3 two -week sessions: 1st Session (7/2 - 7/13), 2nd Session (7/16 - 7/27) 

3rd Session (7/30 - 8/1 0), Extended One Week Session (8/1 3-8/17) 

Hours: 9am-3pm, Extended Care: 8am - 9am and 3pm - 6pm ($ 300 per session) 
Cost: $ 500 per session, extended one week session $ 300 

Contact: Michoel Goldin (718) 928-4192 ■ MichoelGoldin@yahoo.com 
Checks made payable to Camp Gan Israel, 117 Remsen Street, Brooklyn, NY 11201 


BRAND NEW LOCATION! 


Congregation B’nai Avraham 

117 Remsen Street, Brooklyn Heights 
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GO FISH 

Coney Islands Mermaid Parade turns 25 


By Ernest Barteldes 

for The Brooklyn Paper 


EVENT 


i 


developers have their way, tourists 
might soon outnumber tattoos at Coney 
Island. While martini bars threaten to take 
the place of beloved dives like Ruby’s, no 
one will ever get rid of the mermaids. 

On Saturday, June 23, Coney Island’s 
Mermaid Parade will march through the 
world’s last great haven for freaks and into its 
25th year with the now-infamous array of 
homemade sea creature costumes, topless 
mermaids, marching bands and the ceremo- 
nial tossing of fruit into the sea — a tradition 
meant to appease Poseidon. 

Beginning at West 10th Street and the 
Boardwalk, the procession of floats, vintage 
cars and revelers will march past the rapidly 
closing flophouses, rides and concessions 
that give the neighborhood its character to 
West 16th Street, then turn right and head to 
Surf Avenue before heading back down to 
West 10th Street, all in the shadow of As- 
troland, the iconic amusement park that’s 
living on borrowed time. 

Leading the spectacle will be this year’s 
King Neptune, Adam Savage — host of the 
TV show “Mythbusters” — and his Queen 
Mermaid, “Rescue Me” star Patti d’Ar- 
banville. 


The Mermaid Parade and Mermaid Ball 

will take place on June 23. The parade begins at 
2 pm at West 1 0th Street and the Boardwalk. 
The Mermaid Ball begins at 6 pm at Childs (West 
21st Street and the Boardwalk). The parade is 
free, tickets to the ball are $1 0-$50. For informa- 


But careful, first-timers: this parade is ad- 
dictive. 

“The first time I saw it, I was so inspired 


that I ran home and immediately started 
sketching my costume for the next year,” 
burlesque performer Angie Pontani told GO 
Brooklyn. “You watch it once, and you’re in 
it forever!” 

The parade is just the beginning. Once 
it’s over, revelers can move on to the Mer- 
maid Ball — an after party that keeps the 
excitement and debauchery going until well 
after dark. In previous years, the Ball was 
held at Coney’s Velocity nightclub, but for 
its quarter-century anniversary, the Mermaid 
Parade is pulling out all the stops by re- 


opening the landmarked Childs restaurant, a 
Boardwalk space that hasn’t been used — 
except for the occasional movie shoot — in 
60 years. 

“It’s the first time that it has been pub- 
licly available since 1947, when Childs sold 
it,” said Coney Island USA Managing Di- 
rector David Gratt. “This more than any- 
thing, is a sign of the rebirth of Coney Is- 

The ball will feature live music as well as 
burlesque acts, DJs and more. Tickets are 
$10 in advance, but for $50 VIP tickets — 
which include party favors, appetizers and 
drinks — can be purchased. 

The new space for the Ball might be 
fancier than in years past, but it’s no sky- 
scraper on the boardwalk. 

“A lot of things [in Coney] have changed 
over the years, and I imagine we’re going to 
be looking at a lot more,” said Pontani. 

Fred Kahl, a performer in the Coney Is- 
land Circus Sideshow, agreed. “I don’t think 
the [$1 .5-billion Thor Equities development 
project] in Coney will affect the parade,” he 
said. “Regardless of what happens, the pa- 
rade is here to stay and our grandkids will 
be marching in it!” 


Best fin forward 

GO Brooklyn loves the Mermaid Pa- 
rade but knows it can be a real pain in the 
bass to maneuver the fishy situations that 
arise. Use these tips and you might just 
keep your day from floundering. 

1. Don't drive. Mass transit is the best 
choice. The N, Q, D and F trains all termi- 
nate at Stillwell Avenue, one block from 
the Boardwalk. The B64 bus is also the 
best option from Bay Ridge, taking only 
about a half-hour for the trip. 


2. Think before you drink. Delis will be 
selling alcoholic beverages, but open 
containers are still illegal, even if they're 
brown-bagged or poured into paper 
cups. To stay out of trouble, buy a cold 
one at a boardwalk vendor. 

3. Timing is crucial. Though the parade 
starts at 2 pm, the crowds begin gathering 
closer to noon. Come down early to grab 
a good spot, but don't forget sunscreen 
and water — it can be a long, hot day. 

4. Judgement day. "If you can afford it, 
be a judge and sit in the reviewing 


stand," Fred Kahl told us. "You get a 
bird's-eye view of the whole parade and 
all the great bribes." Judging requires a 
$100 donation, but can you really put a 
price on this type of power? 

5. Skip the line. The public bathrooms 
on the Boardwalk are cleaner than ever, 
but who wants to wait on that line? 
While the restrooms there and at 
Nathan's are open to all, we suggest 
coughing up the 25-cent fee to use the 
Astroland restrooms, where the wait 
(and ick factor) is much less. 

— Ernest Barteldes 


CINEMA 


Pop doc 

It might have been awkward if you took your dad 
to see Adrian Grenier’s new documentary, “Shot in 
the Dark,” on Fathers Day. 

The “Entourage” star and Clinton Hill resident di- 
rected this feature, which he presented at the Brook- 
lyn Academy of Music, 
that followed his struggle 
to reconnect with the fa- 
ther he barely knew. 

What turns the film 
on its ear, though, is the 
unexpected relationship 
that Grenier, pictured, 
and his father develop 
during the process. 

“There are no vic- 
tims and there are no vil- 
lains,” Grenier told GO 
Brooklyn. “That’s a con- 
struct of the movies. In 
reality, we’re all as vulnerable as the next. We’re all 
children, we’re all babies inside.” 

Which brought up the obvious question: Does 
Grenier see fatherhood in his own future? “Present- 
ly, I’m not planning on having kids,” he said, to the 
chagrin of the women watching his every move. 

Those ladies couldn’t compete with the actor’s 
mother, Karesse, who got all her son’s attention the 
entire night. “Through process of making the film, 
[Adrian] started having an adult relationship with 
his parents,” she said. 

Grenier and his dad are now involved in one anoth- 
er’s lives — it’s an unexpected happy ending, but Gre- 
nier keeps a cool head about the relationship. “Now I 
feel comfortable and I feel confident,” he said. “I have 
the whole capability of controlling my own destiny.” 

"Shot in the Dark" is currently airing on HBO. For 
information, visit www.hbo.com. — Adam Rathe 



DINING 



Candy bar 


If you’re tired of trendy cocktail lounges and put 
off by packed dive bars, there’s a new late-night 
spot in Boerum Hill that you’ll really be able to sink 
your teeth into. 

Starting last Friday, One Girl Cookies, the Dean 
Street boutique bakery, made the leap from daytime 
sugar shack to late night candy land. 

“Desserts are really coming into their own right 
now, and there’s a much greater respect for dessert 
as part of your meal,” owner Dawn Casale (pic- 
tured) told GO Brooklyn. 

On weekend nights, the shop comes alive with 
low lights, evening music and a special menu. 
Dubbed “Confection,” the night spot will premiere 
three seasonal desserts every week and serve One 
Girl favorites, including petite tea cookies, cupcakes 
and whoopie pies, as well as coffee, cappuccino and 
espresso. 

“When we came up with the idea for ‘Confection,’ 
we thought it would be great for people who had just 
eaten somewhere in the neighborhood and would want 
to walk around before they enjoy dessert,” Casale said. 
“It was something we wanted to do for the neighbor- 
hood, because we really love it here.” 

Dessert places like the Chocolate Room and Co- 
coa Bar in Park Slope are popping up around the 
borough, making dessert into a destination, and 
“Confection” is no exception. Casale is even work- 
ing to secure liquor a license, though she admits that 
could take a while (it’s BYOB for now) . 

Last week’s kickoff menu featured Campfire S’- 
mores Tartlets, Mini Strawberry Shortcakes with 
Tarragon Mascarpone Whip, and Jasmine Infused 
Panna Cottas with Pineapple Sorbet. If that’s any in- 
dication of what’s to come, “Confection” could be 
the neighborhood’s next hot restaurant. With only 
eight seats, though, you’d better act fast. 

"Confection" at One Girl Cookies (66 Dean St., 
between Smith Street and Boerum Place in Boerum 
Hill) take place each Friday and Saturday from 
8:30-10:30 pm. For information, call (212) 675-4996 
or visit www.onegirlcookies.com. — Emily Farris 


THE "FIXE” IS IN AT TEMPO! 

The Great Neighborhood Restaurant Just Got Better!!! 



COMPLETE THREE COURSE DINNER-FULL MENU SELECTION 
$25 per person SUNDAY thru THURSDAY 
$35 per person FRIDAY and SATURDAY 

250 Bottle Wine Selection-21 Wines By The Glass-Full Bar 


RESTAURANT & WINE BAR 

DEDICATED TO THE IDEAL OF THE GREAT NEIGHBORHOOD RESTAURANT 

256 Fifth Avenue ■ Park Slope "718 636 2020 ■ www.tempobrooklyn.con 



ryazieGfa, 

Italian Restaurant 

AUTHENTIC DOMINICAN CUISINE 

“Com Como en su Cm” 

(eat like at home) 

& Brick Oven Pizza 

Pepper Steak - $9.20 • Paella - $14.70 

• Lunch & ‘MightCy Specials 

Lobstertail stuffed with crabmeat - $29.90 

• Wood (Burning (Pizza 

• ‘ Desserts & Coffee • ‘Beer & Wine 

Private dining room for parties — . G 

• ‘Private ‘Parties PLvaiiadie 10-100 Persons 

232 Vanderbilt Ave. 

Serving the community for 20 years 

(bet. Dekalb & Willoughby) 

(718) 789-5663 

4408 5th Ave. m. 44th & asm sts.j (718) 438-2009 

Open 7 days, 6am-midnight • II t IL» SS 



BEST MARGARITA IN BROOKLYN | 

Tex Mexican* C 

Reasonable Prices 
FREE DELIVERY! 

'EXICALI 

Restaurant 

k Avrulahle, for Pay tie* 

■ ^Saturday <& Sunday Brunch* 

■ include* c*>iMylinuntary drink, » 'JlB 

141 Court Street 

(between Atlantic & Pacific aves) ■Ml 

(718) 625-7370 • mmmm Vl 

Sun-Thurs: 12-10:30pm; Fri & Sat: 12-ll:30pm Jr 


UNDER THE BROOKLYN BRIDGE 

at Water Street Restaurant 

L WEDDINGS* BRIDAL SHOWERS - 
'I BIRTHDAYS • BAR MITZVAHS 

it% 

31 


BIRTHDAYS • BAR MITZVAHS 
■ * * FAMILY & CLASS REUNIONS a «P jl 
- * ENGAGEMENT PARTIES 


CORPORATE EVENTS 
FUNDRAISERS 


66 Water Street • DUMBO • (718) 625-9352 


^what's for 

LUNCH? 99 



Busy Chef helps you answer the "what's for lunch?" 
dilemma by offering wholesome, r nn rj|)ffi'jiTTT 
tasting meals you can feel good abo|it eating and 
serving to your friends and family. 

Everything we make is not only delicio®, it's good for 
you too. So stop in and pick up lunctand get to 
what's great about life., living. 


busyCHEF 











Ce ebrate Brooklyn is en fuego with dance rock & DJ’: 


with ^ 

THE KLEZMATICS, 
FYVUSH FINKEL, 
ROBERTO RODREGUEZ, 
WOLF KRAKOWSKI 


host’s an extraordinary international 
multimedia performance based on South Africa's 
Truth & Reconciliation Commission 
'musicians & choirs from South Africa & Brooklyn. 


SUN * 7/15 * 4:00 

Celebrate Brooklyn & 
Workman’s Circle presei 

FRANK LONDON’S 


" VI * "A * 


(flockt, 

(fUmwuuL | 

■flndJiau- J. (ft inti, 
& C<P<D <PluA | 

(DcUudt Cato, 
(Dance, 


.... 7/14 ♦ 8:00 

BROOKLYN 
PHILHARMONIC 
ORCHESTRA with 
MUSIC DIRECTOR 
MICHAEL CHRISTIE 

& SPECIAL GUESTS 

MARK O’CONNOR 
and MAYA BEISER 


1 bljd (Q-icsi-rr (imj WaMu 

I 

/{SfcTIME WARNER 

jetBlue GoSpons “ 

VCABLE 


OOOG 

IH9f — 
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In collaboration with 


will bring together Fine Foods & Wines of the Italian Regior 

Basilicata 

Enjoy this culinary journey through June 24th, 2007 
Which will also feature an exquisite 
Five Course Basilicata Wine Dinner 
For $100 Per Person 
Friday, June 22nd, 2007 at 6:30 pm 

M 

345 Court Street (at Union St. in Carroll Gardens) 
For Reservations... Call (718) - 852-5015 
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We’re richer for Po 


The city was entranced in 1993 when Po opened in the West 
Village with Mario Batali at the stove. Diners loved his hearty 
pastas, white bean ravioli, the chilies and all that pancetta. 

The restaurant is still going strong, sans Batali, who exited a 
few years back. Now the three owners — who continue to lure 
diners to their Cornelia Street location — have opened Po 
Brooklyn with an identical, rustic Italian menu. 

The outside of the 42-seat eatery is painted “exactly like Po 
in the Village,” said owner Jonathan Casteel. “Same green wain- 
scoting and French windows.” The 
inside is as simple as any Italian ris- 
torante: red brick walls and white 
linen-covered tables, dark wood 

Since the June 15 opening, exec- 
utive chef Lee McGrath (inset) has 
been tempting locals with his 
“Polpetta di Came,” meatballs with 
tomato sauce and Asiago cheese (at 
right). 

“Meatballs are suddenly trendy,” 
laughed Casteel. 

The rest of the menu bares 
Batali’s “more pork, please” stamp 
with dishes like “Spaghetti all’Ama- 
triciana,” which features “guanciale” (unsmoked bacon made 
from pig’s cheeks) with onions, chilies and tomatoes. There are 
also plenty of grilled dishes such as the guinea hen served with 
asparagus and scallion flecked “fregula,” the chewy, couscous- 
like pasta. 

So, if you think this is just another Italian joint on Smith 
Street, you’re Po-ly mistaken. 

Po Brooklyn (276 Smith St., at DeGraw Street in Carroll 
Gardens) accepts American Express, MasterCard and Visa. 
Entrees: $18-$21. The restaurant serves dinner Tuesday 
through Sunday. Closed Monday. Subway: F or G to Bergen 
Street. For information, call (718) 875-1980 or visit www. 
porestaurant.com. — Tina Barry 





Cloak and dinner 

Tina infiltrates the secretive Brooklyn Food Group 





By Tina Barry 

for The Brooklyn Paper 

T here’s a hot new place to 
eat in Brooklyn — but 
good luck finding it. 

On June 9, 1 joined 21 other 
“members” of the Brooklyn 
Food Group, a self-described 
“roving supper club” for a din- 
ner in Carroll Gardens. This was 
the second of these underground 
dinners sponsored by two recent 
Brown University graduates and 
self-taught chefs: Ben, who 
came up with the idea for the 
group and develops the savory 
side of the menu, and Molly, 
who makes the bread and 
desserts. (Both asked that their 
last names not be used.) 

“We wanted the club to be 
more than a restaurant,” Molly 
said. “We wanted to have a 
community for people to meet 
and enjoy food at the same 

Working from home, I know 
what it’s like to crave human 
contact. That sense of loneliness 
is one reason supper clubs are 
sprouting up around Brooklyn | 
like fiddlehead ferns in the 3 
spring. The idea of joining a j 
table of people and sharing a J 
meal is about as primal a need | 
as one has, and is one that some- i 
times isn’t met in a restaurant. 1 
The other reason for the sup- I 
per club’s popularity, and I ex- | 
pect this will elicit some guf- 
faws: restaurant ennui. Yes, with 
so many wonderful places to 
eat, there is so much to com- 
plain about: big bistros are too 
trendy and even intimate cafes 
can blur into one-more-small- 
plate sameness. 

That evening, the dinner took 
place in one of Ben and Molly’s 
friend’s Smith Street apartment, 


however in keeping with the 
roving supper club theme, the 
venue changes with each meal. 
The setting for the event was 
distinctly post-college — the 
small kitchen was even sec- 
tioned off with sheets. 

Molly described the members 
of the club — “members” being 
anyone who attends a dinner — 


as “people in the creative arts. 
Many with underground culi- 
nary interests looking for adven- 
tures outside the restaurant 
world.” This was apparent in the 
mix of Brown University pals, 
parents and guests who had read 
about the evenings on Web sites 
and in magazines. The diners 
made tentative, getting-to-know- 


ing of the Brooklyn Food 
Group drew 22 guests, 
above, with homemade dish- 
es like seared tuna with ca- 
pers and shiitake crisps, left. 


you dinner conversation while 
they sipped the evening’s drink, 
apricot-basil white wine sangria. 

Two tables were set up for the 
diners. The menus, which were 
printed with the name of each 
guest, served as place markers. 
One group gathered in what I 
assumed was the living room; I 
sat at the other table, in a space 
so small it left only inches from 
the seats to the wall to maneuver 
in. This was a friendly group, 
people wanted to get to know 
one another and they did, as the 
dinner progressed and the wine 
poured freely. (Except for the 


sangria, booze was strictly bring 
your own). 

The meal was a labor-inten- 
sive, highly ambitious five- 
courses. “Our emphasis,” Molly 
explained, “is on seasonal ingre- 
dients that we find in the farm- 
ers’ markets. We see what’s 
fresh and we base the food on 
that.” 

Considering the size of the 
kitchen and the size of party 
they cooked for, the meal was 
surprisingly well-paced with 
few lags between courses. 
There were a few clunkers — 
dry combread, an overly fussy 
lamb dish with too much 
“strawberry-cardamom com- 
pote” — but they were the ex- 
ception. 

The dinner’s highlights were 
fried green tomato slices in a 
light batter with a tangy orange 
aioli, and goat cheese fritters 
with a delicately sweet peach 
soup. “Green tomatoes looked 
great at the market, so I made 
up that dish,” said Ben. 

The fish course was the best. 
Meaty, rich slices of rare seared 
tuna played off a tart yogurt 
sauce enhanced with saline ca- 
pers, while “shiitake crisps” 
(quickly fried slivers of the 
mushroom) lent an earthiness to 
the dish. 

It was the perfect set-up to 
the ideal finish: ramekins of 
peach or blueberry pie paired 
with delectable creme fraiche 
and cinnamon ice cream. 

The cost to attend a Brooklyn 
Food Group dinner is $40. The 
fee is on the low side for supper 
clubs, some of which charge up- 
wards of $75. “The cost barely 
covers our expenses,” Ben said. 
“We’re not in it to make money. 
We think of it as a club for peo- 
ple who share our interests.” 

Did the dinner sate the need 
for a convivial group and good 
food? It did for me. A supper 
club may be novel, or retro- 
novel. But what isn’t new is the 
desire for good company and an 
intriguing meal. 

The next dinner is scheduled 
for July 13 to be held at an un- 
decided location. For informa- 
tion, log onto www.brooklyn 
foodgroup.blogspot.com. 


Bowery buys in 


There was a time before glass 
towers dotted the Williamsburg 
waterfront that opening a rock 
club in the ’hood was a good 
bet. For a while, the edgy local 
scene supported a number of big 
venues, including Volume, 
Northsix and Galapagos, just to 

Now that Volume and North- 
six have closed and Galapagos 
has been priced out of the area, 
and many local rockers have 
moved out or moved on, what 
will become of the bourgeois 
bohemian swath of land that 


was once home to them all? 

On Sept. 4, Bowery Presents, 
a Manhattan-based nightclub 
group that runs the Bowery 
Ballroom and Mercury Lounge, 
will find out when it opens the 
Music Hall of Williamsburg in 
the former Northsix space at 66 
N. Sixth Street. 

“I’ve always had a soft spot 
for Williamsburg” Michael 
Swier, a partner in Bowery 
who predicts that 80 percent of 
the space’s audience will be 
from the neighborhood, told 
GO Brooklyn. “We’ve identi- 



fied [the neighborhood] as a 
hotbed for indie music where 
many musicians and people 
who work in our venues live.” 
The opening night concert 
will feature Patti Smith (pic- 
tured), the rock icon who also 
plays a yearly show at the Bow- 
ery Ballroom. The rest of the 
venue’s schedule hasn’t been 
announced yet, but it’s doubtful 
that boldfaced names like Smith 
will be playing every night. 
Swier told us that although it 
“took a while” to get the space 
off the ground, Bowery isn’t 
planning on giving up on its in- 
vestment any time soon. 

— Katie Newinghouse 


"The friendly staff, along with the elegant decoi 
give this upscale eatery a gracious appeal" 
-Brooklyn Paper 



$tB 

4 YEAR ANNIVERSARY! 

1 5% off any order of 
$15 or more All SUMMER 


Featuring: 
Japanese, 
Chinese, 
and Thai 


RANT 


78 Clark Street at Henry 

(718) 625-9893 

OPEN 7 DAYS: llam-llpn 



Fast, Free Delivery to: 
- Brooklyn Heights, Corroll Gardens, 
DUMBO, Metrotech, Cobble Hill 


Seniors: 15% Discount 


fS 





ucriE 


D*E»L*l*C*l*0*U*S 

Chinese Cuisine & Vegetarian Nutrition 

• Fast Free Delivery 162 Montague Street 

. Brooklyn Heights 

• Open 7 Days a Week (7 i 8 ) 522 - 5565/66 

• Party Orders Welcome 

We Only Use Vegetable Oil Sunday 2 : oo P m - io ; oopm 

Natural Cooking $7.00 

and Fresh Vegetables min. 


satisfy your crave... 


Lobsterfest 


lib maine lobster 
$14.80 


Wednesdays 


Steak Specials ■ New Dinner Menu 


w. meltrestaurant.com 
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Good Shepard 

Graffiti giant puts his mark on DUMBO 


By Juliana Bunim 

for The Brooklyn Paper 

E veryone knows to “Obey the 
Giant.” The stickers, t-shirts 
and posters baring this slogan 
are plastered all around the world, 
and feature a black-and-white illus- 
tration of Andre the Giant, the late 
500-pound professional wrestler. 
They’re easy to identify, but their 
creator, graffiti artist Shepard 
Fairey, isn’t quite as simple to spot. 

Fairey, 37, started out painting 
on the sides of buildings and on 
bridges, but has since added gal- 
leries to his hit list and has seen his 
career skyrocket. These days, his 
propaganda-themed multi-media il- 
lustrations have garnered not only a 
major following, but also $40,000 
price tags. 

Beginning June 22, Fairey 
brings his work to DUMBO — and 
this time it’s going on the inside of 
the buildings. His show, titled “E 
Pluribus Venom” (meaning, “Out 
of many, poison”) is part of a dual 
exhibition running at 81 Front St. 
and at the Jonathan LeVine Gallery 
in Chelsea. 

“I did two exhibitions because of 
my background in street art,” 


ART 


"E Pluribus Venom" will be 
showing at 81 Front St. (at Wash- 
ington Street in DUMBO) from 
June 22-July 7. For information, 
call (212) 243-3822. 


Fairey told GO Brooklyn. “I want 
my stuff to be accessible and for art 
not to be intimidating to people. I 
really felt like I had to do some- 
thing in Brooklyn that didn’t feel as 
stuffy as what’s happening in the 
gallery scene in Chelsea.” 

While transforming a vacant 
DUMBO retail space for the show, 
Fairey realized what a good fit his 
exhibit will be for the area. “It’s a 
really awesome, confrontational 
space,” Fairey said. “I think the 
mood, the artsy, entrepreneurial 
people and the environment of the 
neighborhood are just perfect for 
the show.” 

The space, owned by Two Trees 
Management, has hosted art ex- 
hibits, but never a long-running 
show. Zannah Mass, cultural affairs 
director for the real-estate giant, is 
thrilled to host Fairey. “He’s essen- 
tially activating our space by doing 


site-specific work,” she said. “And 
that’s very exciting.” 

But for Fairey, the real excite- 
ment still lies outside of the gallery. 
Despite his fame, the spray paint 
junkie continues to leave his mark 
on the streets, hoping to break 
down some of the socio-economic 
baniers associated with the gal- 

“The problem with art is that 
the more successful you get, and 
the higher you go up the pyramid, 
the fewer people you’re accessible 
to,” Fairey said, explaining his con- 
tinued affection for making the 
street art. “That’s very distressing 
to me.” 

True, he’s not saying “no” to the 
high rollers buying his canvases, 
but Fairey continues to produce in- 
expensive screen prints and T-shirt 
graphics that most of his fans can 

His success also demonstrates to 
other artists that the potential to 

stream success does exist. 

“His stuff has inspired dozens of 
other artists to join the movement,” 
said Jake Dobkin, publisher of 
Streetsy.com, a street art blog. “He 
is widely considered the most pop- 



faced most of the Brooklyn street 
pieces Fairey created earlier this 

“If you want to critique the ab- 
sorption of the street art world into 
the bourgeois system, then say it in 
a way that’s not just totally destruc- 
tive and meaningless,” he said. 
“The Splasher is destroying and not 
making any contribution. And he’s 
selective about splashing people 
who do some of the best work be- 
cause they’re the ones who succeed 
commercially. I’m not an anarchist 
and I don’t believe in destruction 
for the sake of destruction.” 

Even though his work on the 
street has been prolific, it hasn’t 
slowed down his growth in the 
gallery. Fairey calls his DUMBO 
exhibit the most ambi- 
tious and technically chal- 
lenging collection of his 
work, bringing together 
politically oriented 
themes with a new level 
of detail. 

“I really try to make 
sure that it doesn’t get 
muddy by getting too de- 
tailed,” he said. “It has to 
stay iconic. I try to air on 
the side of stimulating 
conversation, but not 
telling people how to 
think.” 

To Fairey, there is a 
fine line between having 
a point of view and being 
didactic. “People like to 
compartmentalize every- 
thing,” he said. “Like, 

is blatant destruction. “The Splash- corporations are evil.’ There is so 

er,” the infamous paint-throwing much more to it than that. It’s an 

vandal of the street art world, de- idiotic simplification.” 


Fairey's tale: Graffiti artist Shepard Fairey, at right, will be showing 
his work at the empty retail space at 81 Front St. in DUMBO, 
above, through July 7. 


ular artist on the global street art 
scene, so it’s a treat to have him do- 
ing work here in the city.” 

Even after being arrested 13 
times, Fairey is comfortable using 
the street as a canvas, despite the 


potential impermanence of his 
work. “The odds of survival for 
most work isn’t that great,” he said. 
“I’ve accepted that I’m sacrificing 
whatever I do to the street.” 

What Fairey is less accepting of 


CHECKIN' IN WITH... 


Rick Moody 


Park Sloper Rick Moody 
might be best known for his 
7994 book "The Ice Storm" 
but the guy isn't resting on 
his laurels. Just out in book- 
stores is "Right Livelihoods," 
his ambitious new collection 
of novellas, and in his copi- 
ous downtime, he plays in 
the Wingdale Community 
Singers. GO Brooklyn's Adam 
Rathe caught up with Moody 
last week at the Park Plaza 
Diner in Brooklyn Heights to 
chat about the new book, his 
future in movies and the se- 
cret society of the Brooklyn 

GO Brooklyn: So, you live 
in Park Slope these days? 

Rick Moody: I lived in 
Brooklyn Heights from 1992 
to ’98 and then I bought a 
country house. Coincidentally, 
my wife, who had just moved 
from Chicago, bought her 
place on Grand Army Plaza. 

GO: Two of the stories in 
your new book are departures: 
“Omega Force” is about espi- 
onage, and “The Albertine 
Notes” has a science fiction 
slant. Did you read genre fic- 
tion to find inspiration for 
these stories? 

RM: I did [for “Omega 
Force”] . There was one book 
in particular that I’m not go- 
ing to reveal, lest the author 
feel he is being poked fun at. 

GO: What’s on your summer 
reading list? 

RM: I want to read the new 
Denis Johnson novel, “Tree of 
Smoke.” I have Lydia Davis’s 
“Varieties of Disturbance,” 
and I’m judging a short-story 
prize for Ireland right now, so 
I have about 15 more books to 
read for that. Finally, Miranda 
July’s book, “No One Belongs 
Here More Than You.” 

GO: You play music with the 
Wingdale Community Singers. 
How is making music different 
for you than writing? 

RM: I don’t have to do it by 
myself. I always played, and 
for a long time only by myself 
because I was shy about it and 
didn’t want it to distract from 
my reputation as a writer. I re- 
member in the late ’80s, there 
was a rumor that Bret Ellis 
had started a band, and every- 
one was so down on him for 
that, so I always kept to my- 
self about the music stuff be- 
cause I didn’t want to take s— 
t for it. But I met this great 
singer-songwriter Hannah 
Marcus and we really hit it 
off. That’s when I realized 
what a great resource music is 
for someone who works alone 
all the time. It makes me a 
better writer because it makes 
me think with my ears. 

GO: What bands do you lis- 
ten to? 

RM: I love Animal Collective 
and I’m friends with the One 
Ring Zero guys, so I go see 
them play sometimes. 

GO: So, you’re a fan of the 
Brooklyn cultural boom? 

RM: I think it’s great in a way. 
If I were 29 again, I would 
have really wanted to live in 
Williamsburg. I’m just glad 
it’s still happening in New 
York. I don’t care where, just 



as long as New York is still 

GO: Do you work from 
home? 

RM: Yes. But I’ve been at Tea 
Lounge this week because 
we’ve had people painting the 
apartment. I had headphones 
on to try and tune out the d— 
n kiddie sing-along. 

GO: Lots of people are still 
big fans of “The Ice Storm,” 
especially the film version. 
Do you have any more 
movies in the works? 

RM: “The Albertine Notes” 
has been optioned and set up 
with a production company. 
An old novella of mine, “The 
Mansion on the Hill,” has 
been optioned and re-optioned 
five or six times. Furthest 
along is a film of “Purple 
America” that’s controlled by 
[Pedro] Almodovar’s produc- 
tion company and has a direc- 
tor attached. The road to Hell 
is paved with these options. 

GO: Would you do any of the 
screenwriting? 

RM: Not interested. The poli- 
tics of screenwriting are so 
dramatically different than 
writing fiction and are much 
less favorable to the author. 
I’ve done it and I didn’t like it. 

GO: Do you find yourself 
caught up in the Brooklyn 
writing scene? 

RM: It’s such a small commu- 
nity that you do meet every- 
one eventually, but I often 
think that there’s much less of 
a scene than people imagine. 
Twice a year I have dinner 
with Donald Antrim or ran 
into Jonathan Ames because 
he rents the apartment above 
my bandmate. It’s not like we 
have these secret, cabalistic 
dinners. Maybe I’m missing 
out some micro-scene, but I 
doubt it because I think gener- 
ally writers are solitary, social- 
ly awkward beings. I think the 
notion of a Brooklyn literary 
scene is slightly mytholo- 
gized. 

GO: What can readers expect 
from you next? 

RM: A novel. I have about 
400 pages [done] but it’s 
probably going to be about 
800 pages. I’m really bingey, 
so if I have a lot to do, I prob- 
ably don’t write very much at 
all. I may rewrite a little. I 
love to rewrite on the subway, 
it’s so peaceful. Nobody talks, 
everybody’s reading. 
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Good Shepard 

Graffiti giant puts his mark on DUMBO 


By Juliana Bunim 

for The Brooklyn Paper 

E veryone knows to “Obey the 
Giant.” The stickers, t-shirts 
and posters baring this slogan 
are plastered all around the world, 
and feature a black-and-white illus- 
tration of Andre the Giant, the late 
500-pound professional wrestler. 
They’re easy to identify, but their 
creator, graffiti artist Shepard 
Fairey, isn’t quite as simple to spot. 

Fairey, 37, started out painting 
on the sides of buildings and on 
bridges, but has since added gal- 
leries to his hit list and has seen his 
career skyrocket. These days, his 
propaganda-themed multi-media il- 
lustrations have garnered not only a 
major following, but also $40,000 
price tags. 

Beginning June 22, Fairey 
brings his work to DUMBO — and 
this time it’s going on the inside of 
the buildings. His show, titled “E 
Pluribus Venom” (meaning, “Out 
of many, poison”) is part of a dual 
exhibition running at 81 Front St. 
and at the Jonathan LeVine Gallery 
in Chelsea. 

“I did two exhibitions because of 
my background in street art,” 


ART 


"E Pluribus Venom" will be 
showing at 81 Front St. (at Wash- 
ington Street in DUMBO) from 
June 22-July 7. For information, 
call (212) 243-3822. 


Fairey told GO Brooklyn. “I want 
my stuff to be accessible and for art 
not to be intimidating to people. I 
really felt like I had to do some- 
thing in Brooklyn that didn’t feel as 
stuffy as what’s happening in the 
gallery scene in Chelsea.” 

While transforming a vacant 
DUMBO retail space for the show, 
Fairey realized what a good fit his 
exhibit will be for the area. “It’s a 
really awesome, confrontational 
space,” Fairey said. “I think the 
mood, the artsy, entrepreneurial 
people and the environment of the 
neighborhood are just perfect for 
the show.” 

The space, owned by Two Trees 
Management, has hosted art ex- 
hibits, but never a long-running 
show. Zannah Mass, cultural affairs 
director for the real-estate giant, is 
thrilled to host Fairey. “He’s essen- 
tially activating our space by doing 


site-specific work,” she said. “And 
that’s very exciting.” 

But for Fairey, the real excite- 
ment still lies outside of the gallery. 
Despite his fame, the spray paint 
junkie continues to leave his mark 
on the streets, hoping to break 
down some of the socio-economic 
baniers associated with the gal- 

“The problem with art is that 
the more successful you get, and 
the higher you go up the pyramid, 
the fewer people you’re accessible 
to,” Fairey said, explaining his con- 
tinued affection for making the 
street art. “That’s very distressing 
to me.” 

True, he’s not saying “no” to the 
high rollers buying his canvases, 
but Fairey continues to produce in- 
expensive screen prints and T-shirt 
graphics that most of his fans can 

His success also demonstrates to 
other artists that the potential to 

stream success does exist. 

“His stuff has inspired dozens of 
other artists to join the movement,” 
said Jake Dobkin, publisher of 
Streetsy.com, a street art blog. “He 
is widely considered the most pop- 



Fairey's tale: Graffiti artist Shepard Fairey, at right, will be showing 
his work at the empty retail space at 81 Front St. in DUMBO, 
above, through July 7. 


ular artist on the global street art 
scene, so it’s a treat to have him do- 
ing work here in the city.” 

Even after being arrested 13 
times, Fairey is comfortable using 
the street as a canvas, despite the 


potential impermanence of his 
work. “The odds of survival for 
most work isn’t that great,” he said. 
“I’ve accepted that I’m sacrificing 
whatever I do to the street.” 

What Fairey is less accepting of 


faced most of the Brooklyn street 
pieces Fairey created earlier this 

“If you want to critique the ab- 
sorption of the street art world into 
the bourgeois system, then say it in 
a way that’s not just totally destruc- 
tive and meaningless,” he said. 
“The Splasher is destroying and not 
making any contribution. And he’s 
selective about splashing people 
who do some of the best work be- 
cause they’re the ones who succeed 
commercially. I’m not an anarchist 
and I don’t believe in destruction 
for the sake of destruction.” 

Even though his work on the 
- street has been prolific, it hasn’t 
slowed down his growth in the 
gallery. Fairey calls his DUMBO 
exhibit the most ambi- 
tious and technically chal- 
lenging collection of his 
work, bringing together 
politically oriented 
themes with a new level 
of detail. 

“I really try to make 
sure that it doesn’t get 
muddy by getting too de- 
tailed,” he said. “It has to 
stay iconic. I try to air on 
the side of stimulating 
conversation, but not 
telling people how to 
think.” 

To Fairey, there is a 
fine line between having 
a point of view and being 
didactic. “People like to 
compartmentalize every- 
thing,” he said. “Like, 


is blatant destruction. “The Splash- 
er,” the infamous paint-throwing 
vandal of the street art world, de- 


‘Oh, I 

corporations are evil.’ There is i 
much more to it than that. It’s i 
idiotic simplification.” 


CHECKIN' IN WITH... 


Rick Moody 


Park Sloper Rick Moody 
might be best known for his 
7994 book "The Ice Storm" 
but the guy isn't resting on 
his laurels. Just out in book- 
stores is "Right Livelihoods," 
his ambitious new collection 
of novellas, and in his copi- 
ous downtime, he plays in 
the Wingdale Community 
Singers. GO Brooklyn's Adam 
Rathe caught up with Moody 
last week at the Park Plaza 
Diner in Brooklyn Heights to 
chat about the new book, his 
future in movies and the se- 
cret society of the Brooklyn 

GO Brooklyn: So, you live 
in Park Slope these days? 

Rick Moody: I lived in 
Brooklyn Heights from 1992 
to ’98 and then I bought a 
country house. Coincidentally, 
my wife, who had just moved 
from Chicago, bought her 
place on Grand Army Plaza. 

GO: Two of the stories in 
your new book are departures: 
“Omega Force” is about espi- 
onage, and “The Albertine 
Notes” has a science fiction 
slant. Did you read genre fic- 
tion to find inspiration for 
these stories? 

RM: I did [for “Omega 
Force”] . There was one book 
in particular that I’m not go- 
ing to reveal, lest the author 
feel he is being poked fun at. 

GO: What’s on your summer 
reading list? 

RM: I want to read the new 
Denis Johnson novel, “Tree of 
Smoke.” I have Lydia Davis’s 
“Varieties of Disturbance,” 
and I’m judging a short-story 
prize for Ireland right now, so 
I have about 15 more books to 
read for that. Finally, Miranda 
July’s book, “No One Belongs 
Here More Than You.” 

GO: You play music with the 
Wingdale Community Singers. 
How is making music different 
for you than writing? 

RM: I don’t have to do it by 
myself. I always played, and 
for a long time only by myself 
because I was shy about it and 
didn’t want it to distract from 
my reputation as a writer. I re- 
member in the late ’80s, there 
was a rumor that Bret Ellis 
had started a band, and every- 
one was so down on him for 
that, so I always kept to my- 
self about the music stuff be- 
cause I didn’t want to take s— 
t for it. But I met this great 
singer-songwriter Hannah 
Marcus and we really hit it 
off. That’s when I realized 
what a great resource music is 
for someone who works alone 
all the time. It makes me a 
better writer because it makes 
me think with my ears. 

GO: What bands do you lis- 
ten to? 

RM: I love Animal Collective 
and I’m friends with the One 
Ring Zero guys, so I go see 
them play sometimes. 

GO: So, you’re a fan of the 
Brooklyn cultural boom? 

RM: I think it’s great in a way. 
If I were 29 again, I would 
have really wanted to live in 
Williamsburg. I’m just glad 
it’s still happening in New 
York. I don’t care where, just 



as long as New York is still 

GO: Do you work from 
home? 

RM: Yes. But I’ve been at Tea 
Lounge this week because 
we’ve had people painting the 
apartment. I had headphones 
on to try and tune out the d— 
n kiddie sing-along. 

GO: Lots of people are still 
big fans of “The Ice Storm,” 
especially the film version. 
Do you have any more 
movies in the works? 

RM: “The Albertine Notes” 
has been optioned and set up 
with a production company. 
An old novella of mine, “The 
Mansion on the Hill,” has 
been optioned and re-optioned 
five or six times. Furthest 
along is a film of “Purple 
America” that’s controlled by 
[Pedro] Almodovar’s produc- 
tion company and has a direc- 
tor attached. The road to Hell 
is paved with these options. 

GO: Would you do any of the 
screenwriting? 

RM: Not interested. The poli- 
tics of screenwriting are so 
dramatically different than 
writing fiction and are much 
less favorable to the author. 
I’ve done it and I didn’t like it. 

GO: Do you find yourself 
caught up in the Brooklyn 
writing scene? 

RM: It’s such a small commu- 
nity that you do meet every- 
one eventually, but I often 
think that there’s much less of 
a scene than people imagine. 
Twice a year I have dinner 
with Donald Antrim or ran 
into Jonathan Ames because 
he rents the apartment above 
my bandmate. It’s not like we 
have these secret, cabalistic 
dinners. Maybe I’m missing 
out some micro-scene, but I 
doubt it because I think gener- 
ally writers are solitary, social- 
ly awkward beings. I think the 
notion of a Brooklyn literary 
scene is slightly mytholo- 
gized. 

GO: What can readers expect 
from you next? 

RM: A novel. I have about 
400 pages [done] but it’s 
probably going to be about 
800 pages. I’m really bingey, 
so if I have a lot to do, I prob- 
ably don’t write very much at 
all. I may rewrite a little. I 
love to rewrite on the subway, 
it’s so peaceful. Nobody talks, 
everybody’s reading. 
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IS THIS YOUR 

EMERGENCY 

COMMUNICATION 

PLAN? 




If your family is separated during 
a fire, flood, blackout or other emergency, 
do you know how you’ll stay in touch? 
Most New Yorkers don’t. 

That’s why you need 
a family emergency 
communication 
plan that works. 






V- 


u 


■ Pick two places to meet - one near your home and 
another farther away in case you can’t get back to your 
neighborhood. 

■ Ask an out-of-state friend or relative to be your family 
contact, because it may be easier to call out of the area 
if local phone lines are overloaded. 

■ Make sure everyone knows and carries the 
meeting places and contact information at all times. 

WANT TO LEARN MORE? Take our interactive F 
Quiz at www.nyredcross.org/brooklynl and you’ll 
a free 16-page Family Preparedness Guide. Plus you’ll be 
eligible to win a fully-stocked Red Cross GO BAG for two. 
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Navigating the vast array of 
health care services and resources ■ 
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you get the idea). 

The Gargiulo family opened 
the restaurant in 1907, and ran 
it for just under 60 years, until 
the Russo family bought it 
from them. The restaurant is 
now in the meaty hands of the 
four Russo brothers — Antho- 
ny, Nino, Michael and Victor 
— and three cousins. 

GO Brooklyn asked Anthony 
Russo to share the secret of 
restaurant longevity. 

There was a long pause. 

“Well, I guess a strong fam- 
ily,” he said. “Both our family 
and the Gargiulo’s really paid 
attention to everything, and the 
restaurant moved from fathers 



Judging the giants 

With Gargiulo's turning 100 this week, GO Brooklyn decided to judge how other venerable borough institutions are holding up. Here's a look at 
14 establishments, the year they opened, and if they're better than ever or worse for the wear. 


Gargiulo's 

1907 

t 



1887 



eer uger 

horrors!, gristly the last time wewere there. 

Nathan's Famous 

1916 

t 

Getting up in price, but still the best, thanks to the snap of a natural sausage casing. 

The Cyclone 

1927 

t 

Other rides do 360s or pull 6 Gs, but this wooden landmark still terrifies the hell out of 
you. Our advice: don't eat before a ride. 

Brooklyn Heights Promenade 

1950 

4 

This view hasn't been the same since that day in September. 

Brooklyn Bridge 

1883 

t 

A walk across the span is still one of the great treats of New York (as is the pizza on the 
Brooklyn side). Plus, it's the fastest way from DUMBO to City Hall. 

Ferdinando's Focacceria 

1904 

t 

Still the best - and, let's face it, only - panelle sandwich in the city. Also, try the squid 
ink pasta. As they say in Sicily, "Ottimo!" 


1945 


He's tanned, thin and ready to run for mayor, but recent run-ins with the press and local 

Junior's cheesecake 

1950 

4 


Prospect Park 

1867 

t 

It's gone from gritty to great, and with summer nights upon us, we can't imagine life with- 

Th r r i 

1869 


becc^ng^ n^ mHbnniu^ *** G ° WanUS ' S ° nS Z ° n ' n9 change away from 



1927 

t 

Hg^a^Oprah Winfreds' buying ' ^th^enthous^ thbon^ght be worth the' w™" 

Grimaldi's 

1990 


The pizza here is still great, but something — either the cash only/no slices rule or the 
tourists — has to go. 

L&B Spumoni Gardens 

1939 

4 
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Can I get an express F, please? 


Activist seeks trains for empty track 


By Ariella Cohen 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Nearly 2,000 F-line straphangers 
— including a local Councilman — 
have signed a petition asking for the 
city to restore express train service 
on the slow-moving line whose 
name is often used as an abbrevia- 
tion for an epithet. 

But don’t trade in that Jonathan 
Lethem tome for a People magazine 
just yet — Transit officials say that F 
riders won’t lose any reading time for 
at least another five years. 

New York City Transit spokesman 
Charles Seaton said this week that the 
agency can’t consider restoring ex- 
press service — which existed as re- 
cently as the early 1980s — until 
2012, when a planned reconstruction 
of the elevated track between the 
Fourth Avenue and Smith and Ninth 
Street stations will be complete. 

He said that “express service 
would not be possible” until then be- 


cause track work associated with the 
job will require the G train to run to 
Church Avenue on the F route, taking 
up the track that would be available 
for the South Brooklyn fast lane. 

“New York City Transit will re- 
view the feasibility of F-line express 
service [when that project is com- 
plete],” he said, adding that the final 
decision will be based on need. 

The F express campaign took off 
last week when Carroll Gardens 
straphanger Gary Reilly posted an 
online petition on his blog, firstand- 
court.blogspot.com. 

Reilly — a lawyer and urban plan- 
ning buff who passes his commute 
with books about the history of the 
world’s greatest underground transit 
system — has already gotten the sup- 
port of Councilman Bill DeBlasio 
(D-Carroll Gardens), who vowed to 
push the MTA to consider the bill be- 
fore 2012.He said nearly 2,000 people 
signed his petition 

“This is a logical way to create 


faster commutes and accommodate 
all the people who are moving to 
South Brooklyn,” said Reilly, who 
takes the F from the Carroll Street 
station, which wouldn’t be an express 
stop if his dream became a reality. 

An express F ran between Jay 
Street-Borough Hall and Kings High- 
way during rush hours through the 
1970s, when it was discontinued for 
track repair work. The dormant ex- 
press tracks run below the local track 
between Bergen and Carroll streets 
and beside the local tracks on the ele- 
vated portion to Seventh Avenue in 
Park Slope. South of the Slope, the 
track follows a separate tunnel to the 
Church Street station. 

Transit experts have said in the 
past that an F express could stop at 
York Street station in DUMBO, Jay 
Street, Seventh Avenue and Church 
Avenue, before running local to 
Coney Island. 

A 2003 study by traffic planners 
Carolyn Konheim and Brian Ketcham 


of Community Consulting Services 
projected that the F express would 
shave 20 minutes off the commutes of 
40,000 people. The number is projected 
to grow exponentially over the next 
few years as more apartment towers go 
up along the Brooklyn’s southern edge. 

The F already runs express 
through Queens. But history shows 
that the ride to a South Brooklyn ex- 
press won’t be easy. 

The MTA considered an F express 
once before, about a decade ago — 
but train never got on track because 
of multiple funding and logistical 
snafus, including a fire that broke out 
at the Bergen Street station in 1999. 
Damage caused in that blaze is only 
now being repaired. 

One transportation consultant, who 
has studied the F express option, said 
New York City Transit would “even- 
tually” restore the service. 

“They will, as long as people keep 
[asking] for it,” said the consultant, 
George Haikalis. 



Carroll Gardens resident Gary Reilly wants the F train to go express so that he can get to his Midtown of- 
fice quicker. More than 2,000 people have already signed his petition — but the MTA says an F express is- 
n't even possible until repairs are made in 2012. 


Historians in push to 'save' Duffield Street 


By Mat Probasco 

for The Brooklyn Paper 

A city-funded report that de- 
nies any Underground Rail- 
road activity along Duffield 
Street isn’t worth the paper it’s 
printed on, said a handful of 
historians, Councilmembers 
and ticked off residents at a 
rally on Tuesday. 

The report, issued in April by 
an outside consulting firm, said 
that 227 Duffield St., as well as 
neighboring buildings, was not 
used to spirit 19th-century slaves 
to freedom. The $500,000 report 
allowed the city to clear one hur- 


dle on its plan to seize the land 
and turn it over to a developer, 
who will build a park and an un- 
derground parking lot. 

The lot and greenspace is a 
critical piece of the city’s Down- 
town Brooklyn redevelopment 
plan, which passed the City 
Council unanimously in 2004. 

“The plan ... is the result of a 
several-years long community- 
based planning and visioning 
process that culminated in 2004 
when the City Council over- 
whelmingly approved the plan,” 
Joe Chan, president of the 
Downtown Brooklyn Partner- 
ship, which is backing the con- 


demnations, said in a statement 
this week. 

Activists bent on saving the 
historic houses say the city and 
the Downtown Brooklyn Partner- 
ship are simply trying to hide the 
inconvenient truth of Duffield 
Street’s Abolitionist history, and 
called the report by the AKRF 
consulting team a politically and 
racially motivated sham. 

“It would be a terrible shame 
to tear these buildings down,” 
said Jim Driscoll, president of 
the Queens Historical Society. 
“There needs to be more re- 
search, an archaeological study.” 

Driscoll was a peer reviewer 


of the AKRF report and dis- 
agreed with its findings. 

Archaeologist Cheryl Janifer 
LaRoche, who also reviewed 
the report, said there is “over- 
whelming evidence ... of Aboli- 
tionist activity” by former 
landowners on Duffield Street 
owners. She urged the city to re- 
consider the report. 

Councilmembers John Liu 
(D-Queens) and Letitia James 
(D-Fort Greene) said the report 
failed to take proper oral histo- 
ries of abolitionist activity along 
Duffield Street, and failed to ask 
the state Historic Preservation 
office for an opinion on the site. 



227 Duffield St. 


“That report is flawed,” said 
Liu. “Garbage in, garbage out. 
[It is so flawed that] it requires 
all of us to demand that the city 
not tear these buildings down.” 

The rally outside 227 
Duffield St. was held on June- 
teenth — the annual celebration 
commemorating June 19, 1865, 
when word of the then-two- 
and-a-half-year-old Emancipa- 
tion Proclamation finally 
reached Texas. 

Simeon Bankoff, executive 
director of the Historic District 
Council, said the timing was not 
an accident. 

“The people who lived here 


fought for human dignity and 
freedom,” said Bankoff, who 
called the plan to tear down the 
houses for a parking lot “be- 
yond reprehensible.” 

But Chan strongly disagreed. 

“Willoughby Square has al- 
ways been the centerpiece of the 
[Downtown Brooklyn] Plan, 
and is an important incentive to 
attract private investment,” 
Chan said in a statement. “The 
city’s commitment . . . has led to 
the planned development of 500 
new hotel rooms, 1 ,000 units of 
mixed-income housing, more 
than 500,000 square feet of re- 
tail space and at least 125,000 


square feet of new office space. 
We expect nearly 3,000 con- 
struction jobs and 1 ,200 perma- 
nent jobs as a result.” 

Chan’s statement did not di- 
rectly address the historians’ ar- 
guments — but it did reject the 
notion that the city should re- 
frain from condemning the 
properties via eminent domain. 

“Acquisition of property is 
critical and necessary for 
Willoughby Square to move 
forward,” he said. “Without 
Willoughby Square, much of 
this new investment, and there- 
fore businesses, jobs and hous- 
ing, will not happen.” 



Students from PS 1 00 joined the 50th anniversary celebration of the New York Aquarium. 


NY Aquarium makes noise at 50 


By Harry Cheadle 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Hey, did you know that the New York 
Aquarium’s Coney Island home is 50 
years old? 

The fact was driven home to Brook- 
lynites is a publicity campaign over the 
last few weeks which culminated in a 
birthday party last Friday. But because the 
Aquarium is far from tourist-centric Man- 
hattan, it is often bypassed by out-of-town 
visitors — and that’s something Council- 
man Domenic Recchia wants to change. 

Recchia (D-Coney Island) sounded 
genuinely angry at Friday’s celebration, 
angry that the Aquarium isn’t appreciated 
by New Yorkers and the tourism people 


who supposedly promote it. 

“I’m tired of seeing it at the back pages 
of brochures,” he said. ‘T won’t stand for it!” 

Recchia’s message may have been 
slightly undercut by the hula-hooping 
dancer who didn’t stop her routine even as 
he spoke, but he vowed to “put his money 
where his mouth is” by funding a publicity 
campaign for the Aquarium that will in- 
clude installing a carousel with glass fish 
instead of horses at Battery Park. 

That’s the historic home of the Aquari- 
um, which opened at the Battery in 1896, 
but was relocated to Coney Island in the 
1950s. 

Next to Recchia’s carousel would be a 
sign ordering tourists to “visit New York 
Aquarium in Coney Island!” he said. 


Even more important than the carousel 
is the planned $45-million renovation, 
which is still years away. The Economic 
Development Corporation is still choosing 
among three final designs for the exterior, 
including a popular jellyfish-shaped dome 
and a largemouth bass-shaped structure. 

The Aquarium needs a facelift to get 
some attention for all its unique attrac- 
tions. Its animal collection includes the 
oldest sand tiger shark in the world, the 
only east-coast herd of male sea otters, 
and Ayveq the walrus, who spends his 
time, er, practicing the solitary sport, to 
put it euphemistically. (He has at least 
one YouTube video devoted to his antics, 
although no mention is made of his best- 
known trick on his “official” biography.) 


Despite Ayveq, the Aquarium remains 
under-visited. Attendance has been rising 
slowly over the past few years — 750,00 
last year compared to 726,000 the year 
before — but it still pales in comparison 
to the Bronx Zoo, which gets around two 
million visitors a year. 

Aquarium spokeswoman Fran Hackett 
said such a comparison isn’t fair, as the Zoo 
is one of the most-famous animal attrac- 
tions in the United States. Besides, the situ- 
ation in Coney Island isn’t so bad, she said. 

“In the summer, we are OK, depend- 
ing on the weather,” she said, adding, 
“Our attendance can be boosted in the 
fall and winter.” 

Maybe the Aquarium Web site should 
link to Ayveq’s video. 
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WEED WAR... 


Continued from page 1 
When told that Sitt had stood 
on the Boardwalk and said 
that he had the strong backing 
of the area’s principal players, 
Community Board 13 District 
Manager Chuck Reichenthal 
spat out a barnyard ephithet. 

“It’s bulls— t,” he said. “We 
all had a look at his latest up- 
date on Monday and, yes, it’s 
better. But no one said we are 
100 percent in favor of it.” 

Beyond the local business- 
people, Sitt also has to win 
over city officials, who hold 
the key to a zoning change 
that Sitt needs before he can 
build hotels in the area be- 
tween Surf Avenue and the 
Boardwalk that is currently 
zoned only for amusements. 

City officials did not return 
The Brooklyn Paper’s repeat- 
ed calls this week, but Eco- 
nomic Development Corpora- 
tion President Robert Lieber 
told the New York Times that 
Sitt’s new plan was merely a 
“wolf dressed up as a sheep.” 

Mostly, Lieber said, the city 
was just as concerned as loci 
leaders that Sitt’s residential 
plans — whether hotel or con- 
do units — do not jibe with 
the noisy, dirty, honky-tonk 
spirit that Coney Island wears 
like a badge of honor. 

Sitt’s spokesman refused to 
comment on the city’s appre- 
hension, seeking common 
ground instead of conflict. 

“Look, people are cautious 
and we don’t blame them,” 
said the spokesman, Lee Sil- 
berstein. “But the mood in the 

struction trailer — was ‘We’re 
with you, we support you, let’s 
get this done.’ Everyone does- 
n’t love every inch of it, but 
not single objection was 

“The bottom line,” Silber- 
stein added, “is that there is 
absolute agreement that Coney 
Island has hit bottom and it is 
only going to take something 
bold and massive to resurrect 
it. Are there differences on the 
precise way to do it? Yes, but 
there is absolute agreement on 
the need for change.” 


Sitt’s biggest problem in 
Coney Island is not audacity, 
vision or money. It’s trust. 
Throughout the amusement 
area — where Sitt has bought 
up most of the land, including 
the ground underneath the fa- 
bled Astroland amusement 
park — few believe that Sitt 
won’t someday convert one of 
those fancy high-rise hotels 
into the very condos he claims 
he no longer plans to build. 

“The general feeling here is 
that he’ll build the hotels and 
once they fail to make money, 
he’ll convert them to condos,” 
said one insider, who refused 
to be quoted by name. 

“Or he’s just planning to 
flip the property to someone 
else and walk away with a 
huge profit. How did he buy 
so much land knowing that he 
needed a zoning change? Was 
he just playing chicken with 
the city? That’s why people 
are skeptical.” 

Others just questioned Sitt’s 
sanitized vision of a glitzy, Ve- 
gas-style theme park. 


Boardwalk can stay the way it 
is,” said Tony Nastro, a mem- 
ber of the Polar Bear Club, 
who didn’t seem to be enjoy- 
ing himself in Monday's heat. 

“If places like Ruby’s on 
the Boardwalk gets closed 
down, then it’s not really 
Coney Island anymore, is it?” 
But Sitt begged locals for 
patience and trust. 

‘We’re going to build what- 
ever the city wants,” he said. 

When asked why business- 
people along the Boardwalk 
— so recently the target of 
Sitt’s eviction efforts — should 
trush him, Sitt added, “I’m a 
Brooklyn guy — I live close 
by. This project is close to my 
heart. I want this to be a place 
for my kids and grandkids.” 
Developer Joe Sitt will pub- 
licly unveil his vision for Coney 
Island for the first time at a 
neighborhood meeting on Tues- 

Community Baptist Church 
(2701 Mermaid Ave., at W. 27th 
Street, in Coney Island), 7 pm. 
Call (212) 889-0808 for informa- 


Continued from page 1 
otherwise illegal. It is inappro- 
priate to allow physicians to 
prescribe powerful opiates, but 
not marijuana, to relieve pain.” 
Golden disagrees: “It’s inap- 
propriately timed,” said the 
former cop, who hit a morning 
talk show on Tuesday to get 
the message out. 

“It’s the last five days of [the 
legislative] session and the last 
thing we have to be discussing 
here is medical marijuana.” 
Other opponents say that pa- 
tients already have access to le- 
gal drugs for pain and nausea, 
and worry that this bill would 
make it too easy for the drug to 
slip into the wrong hands. 

But Brook-Krasny charged 
Golden with focusing on politics 
instead of the people. 

“How can this be ‘inappropri- 
ately timed’ when there are seri- 


Continuedfrom page 1 
ler? This does not mean he’s 
supporting Marty for mayor. 
. . . But can Marty use this as a 
way to generate buzz for a run 
for mayor? Absolutely.” 

It’s not just Markowitz’s 
fundraising that is generating 
buzz. Like Bloomberg himself 
— who flirts with his own high- 
er-office run — Markowitz has 
been dropping one rhetorical 
hint after another about his 
plans, starting with the infamous 
fortune cookie episode at his 
State of the Borough address in 
February, when he wondered 


ART... 

Continued from page 1 
on Monday night said that her 
daughter had asked her if 
Clarke was dead. 

“I told her that he was 
breathing and sometimes art is 


ously ill New Yorkers with life- 
threatening medical conditions?” 
an aide to Brook-Krasny asked. 
“If not now, then when would be 
the right time?” 

The bill, sponsored by As- 
semblyman Richard Gottfried 
(D-Manhattan), would allow 
patients suffering from cancer, 
AIDS, and other severe illness- 
es to possess up to two ounces 
of marijuana and up to 12 
plants. Patients must be certi- 
fied annually by a physician 
and register with the state. 

The Senate was expected to 
vote it down on Thursday, after 
this edition went to press, much 
to Brook-Krasny’s disgust. 

“Medical marijuana can be 
beneficial and effective for pa- 
tients who don’t respond well 
to other medications,” he said. 

The active ingredient in mari- 
juana, THC, has been approved 


and then cracked open the cook- 
ie to reveal the message, “If it’s 
good for Brooklyn, it’s good for 
New York City.” 

The hint-dropping continued 
this week, when he told the 
New York Observer that his 
Bloomberg-hosted fundraiser 
indicated “the first step on the 
journey to possibly running for 
Mayor of New York City.” 

In the interview, Markowitz 
cited Fiorello LaGuardia and 
Ed Koch (hmm. . .) as the pols 
with whom he identifies. 

In an earlier interview with 
City Hall News, he said he had 


physical,” said Baptiste. She 
said she wondered if the art 
was about homelessness. Bap- 
tiste lives in a shelter one block 
from the gallery — a shelter 
that will also be razed to make 
way for Atlantic Yards. 

Clarke said a connection 
could be drawn between his 
art and Ratner’s controversial, 
state-supported development, al- 


for medical use by the Federal 
Food and Drag Administration 
since 1986, though only in syn- 
thetic pill form. Consuming the 
drug in its natural form is more 
effective, but remains illegal un- 
der federal law. 

New York would be the 
13 th state to approve a medical 
marijuana program. A similar 
measure recently passed the 
Connecticut legislature but was 
vetoed this week by Gov. Rell. 

In 1996, California became 
the first state to legalize medical 
marijuana, but in New York, the 
bill could be nothing more than 
a puff of smoke. Even its 
staunchest supporter doesn’t 
think it will pass the Senate. 

“No, this bill probably 
won’t become law,” said the 
Brook-Krasny aide. “But it is 
tremendous progress that is has 
even gotten this far.” 


ruled out the other two city- 
wide offices: Public Advocate 
and Comptroller. 

“Comptroller would not inter- 
est me . . . because I think you 
have to have some experience in 

finance If I was in my 40s or 

early 50s, the possibility of Pub- 
lic Advocate would certainly be 
something that I would review, 
but truth of the matter is. . .every 
day or almost every day, you got 
to wake up and challenge the 
mayor or his agencies . . . And 
that is not me personally.” 

With those two offices ruled 
out, only one citywide office 
remains. And while a Marko- 
witz Administration is a long- 
shot, it’s not out of the question. 
“In a crowded field, anything 
can happen,” Sheinkopf said. 


beit not one he made before his 
nights on Dean Street. 

“People in this neighbor- 
hood went up against a very 
powerful system,” he said, 
adding that the connection 
wasn’t “the most curious 
thing” he heard from passing 
sidewalk critics. 

“Some people think I’m get- 
ting paid to be there,” he said. 


“I wish he could just leave 
the mom and pop stores so the 



MARTY... 






June 23, 2007 


The Brooklyn Paper • www.BrooklynPaper.com • (718) 834-9350 


AWP 15 



Opening 
up the 
house 



Beat the drum and hold the phone, the sun came out 
on Tuesday at Keyspan Park. 


I T’S ALWAYS AN EXCITING MOMENT WHEN - 
after an interminable wait through winter and spring — 
a family gets to once again open up its summer house. 
This time it wasn’t a beach cottage at Breezy Point, but a 
spot just across the water at Keyspan Park, and the family 
was one comprised of Cyclone fans, but the joyous anticipa- 
tion towards the summer was there on Saturday evening as 
about 100 fans attended the first public work-out for the 
2007 Cyclones. 

Yet the opening of the summer house reminded fans of the 
shuttering of Brooklyn baseball’s previous summer retreat — 
Ebbets Field, which actually was razed in 1960, but was psy- 
chically demolished after the Dodgers’ final home game on 
Sept. 24, 1957. 

And though this season is the 50th anniversary of the 
Bums’ final Brooklyn campaign, the return of Edgar Alfonzo 
as Brooklyn’s manager brings back more recent memories 
— those of the 2001 season in which Alfonzo guided Brook- 
lyn to a 55-25 overall record and a share of the New York- 
Penn League’s championship with Williamsport — as the 
season abruptly ended after 9-11. 

This theme of return extends to more than Alfonzo. The 
Mets brass also brought back former Cyclone players, as 10 
players on the opening roster were Brooklyn veterans. 

In a league in which teams typically return only three to 
five players from previous seasons, the large number of re- 
turnees gives the Cyclones’ roster a boost, since playing in 
front of 8,000 fans a night can be daunting for players accus- 
tomed to much smaller crowds in college or the lower mi- 
nors. In addition, adjusting to Brooklyn crowds requires 
some time, since the Keyspan Park crowds are unique in 
their knowledge of baseball, their vociferous cheering, and 
yes, even their booing (home team not excepted). 

S IX OF THE RETURNEES are pitchers: right-handers 
David Koons, Greg Mullins, and Nick Waechter, and 
left-handers Todd Privett, Grady Hinchman, and Josh 
Appell, with Hinchman and Appell returning after spending 
parts of the past two seasons in Brooklyn. 

Hinchman is a fan favorite because of his friendly person- 
ality and playing intensity — and he also happens to have 
been bom in the same hometown, Anderson, Indiana, as was 
former Dodger pitching great Carl Erskine. 

At 25, Hinchman is old by league standards, but he does- 
n’t look at being back in Brooklyn as a career roadblock, but 
rather he views it as an opportunity. 

“Down in extended spring training, the coaches have been 
working with me on my arm slot, on going back to pitching 
from a three-quarters angle rather than as I was last year, 
which was lower — almost sidearm,” said Hinchman, whose 
one no-hit inning in Tuesday’s home opener was marred 
only by a hit-batsman. 

“Brooklyn will be a good place for me to get plenty of 
work on my new motion.” 

The other two-year Cyclone pitching veteran. Josh Appell, 
is similarly enthusiastic about another season on the beach. 

“I learned so much in extended spring training this year, 
and I’ll get a chance to try it out in Brooklyn” said Appell. 

“You’ll really get scrutinized here [Keyspan Park] be- 
cause the Mets are so close. This way, If I pitch well, I could 
get a promotion up to St. Lucie [a high-A team] next sea- 

I N ADDITION TO THE HALF DOZEN PITCHING 
veterans, the Mets have sent four position players back 
to Brooklyn: catcher/infielder Jason Jacobs, infielder 
Jake Eigsti, and outfielders Will Vogel and Ender Chavez. 

Jacobs was a New York-Penn League all-star at catcher in 
2006, but he’ll catch and play a variety of infield positions 
this year. 

Chavez is a popular Cyclone who played for Brooklyn 
during the 2002 and 2003 seasons. The younger brother of 
Mets star Endy Chavez, Ender, 26, is back in the Mets’ or- 
ganization after the Washington Nationals’ dropped him. 

“I had passport problems, and I became a free-agent, and 
then the Mets signed me,” said the ever-smiling Cyclone vet- 

“I can get games here in Brooklyn, and get my timing 
ready — and also help the Cyclones.” 

Of course, the Cyclones aren’t all returnees. 

The Mets’ highest-drafted position player this year is Zach 
Lutz, drafted in the fifth round. He’s a third baseman from 
Alvemia College, a Division HI school in Reading, Pennsyl- 
vania — Phillies’ country. But Lutz doesn’t always go with 
the crowd. 

“I was always a Mets’ fan,” he admitted. 

A hard-nosed player with a sweet swing loved by the 
Mets brass, Lutz could have attended many Division I 
schools, yet was successfully recruited by Alvemia’s coach. 
What was the coach’s secret? 

“He’s my father,” said Lutz. 

Alas, Lutz reinjured a twisted ankle in the home opener 
on Tuesday and hobbled off the field. For now, he’s day to 

Lutz isn’t the only newcomer creating a buzz. 

Raul Reyes, a 20-year-old outfielder up from last season’s 
Kingsport club, is attracting attention for his hitting potential. 

And Ed Kunz, a reliever pitching in the College World 
Series for Oregon State, could sign with the Mets and be- 
come Brooklyn’s closer. 

So the signs look good for the Cyclones’ season. 

R EMEMBER, THE METS’ OWNER, Fred Wilpon, a 
former Brooklynite, is very aware Dodger lore, and 
he may want to help Brooklyn to win a champi- 
onship 50 years after the Dodgers’ last stand in Brooklyn. 
Hence, the return of Alfonzo and the host of veteran players. 
That prospect was in the air when the summer house was 

After all, as Alfonzo recently noted, “Fred Wilpon has a 
warm spot in his heart for Brooklyn.” 

It can only help when the landlord loves the summer 

CHANNELING THE BARD 

Each week, Ed Shakespeare will offer games notes in the 
iambic pentameter style of his famous forebear. Here is this 
week's entry: 

The past returns, the boys of summer flings. 

And Fonzie's back to teach the kids some things. 


BROOKLYN CYCLONES COVERAGE 


Fonzie’s link to Clones’ past glory 


By Gersh Kuntzman 

The Brooklyn Paper 

How understated is Cyclones skipper 
Edgar Alfonzo? He’s the only person 
who ever led the team to a New York- 
Penn League championship, yet none 
of his players seem to even know it. 

“Huh, really?” said Lucas Duda, a 21- 
year-old out of Riverside, Calif. “Funny, 
he never said anything about that.” 

Catcher Steve Malvagna — whose 
bio says he’s from East Meadow, New 
York, but whose accent says he’s from 
Brooklyn, circa 1950 — was similarly 
uninformed. 

“I never knew that,” he said when 
informed of Fonzie’s epic past. “He’s a 
good guy though, the guy to lead us to 
another championship.” 


Malvagna, Duda and other Cyclones 
were happy to talk about their boss’s 
workplace demeanor. 

“He’s all business when we’re prac- 
ticing, but once it’s done, it’s a very 
light environment,’ Malvagna said. 

“He’s intense about his coaching, 
definitely,” added pitcher Dan McDon- 
ald. “But the mood is relaxed, too. He’s 
a great guy.” 

As Cyclones manager in the team’s 
inaugural season, Alfonzo led the team 
to a 52-24 regular-season record and a 
phenomal 30-8 record at home. After 
taking the best-of-three first-round play- 
off series from the hated Staten Island 
Yankees, the Clones won the first game 
of the three-game championship series 
— but that tourney was halted by the 
terror attack of Sept. 1 1 . The New York- 


Penn League named the Cyclones and 
the Williamsport Crosscutters “co- 
champions (despite the Clones' 1-0 se- 
ries lead). 

Of course, he’s been waiting for re- 

“I feel outstanding to be back,” he 
told the media hoardes before Opening 
Day this week. “I wanted to do this 
again, to manage again. I was being an 
infield coordinator [in the Mets organi- 
zation] , but it is so much more fun to 


He said he would continue his back- 
to-basics, aggressive-on-the-basepaths 
approach — which he showed off in the 
Opening Night victory on Tuesday, or- 
dering up a hit-and-run with Ender 
Chavez on first and Will Vogl at the 
plate. Vogl delivered a textbook single 
into the gap between first and second 
— and the Cyclones were soon in the 
lead. 

Naturally, the fans loved it — and so 
did Fonzie. 

“I love how much they [the fans] know 
the game,” he said. “They yell at you if 
you do something wrong and they give 
you a standing ovation if you do some- 
thing good. So my goal is to keep the 
Brooklyn fans happy.” 

So far, so good. 



Cyclones skipper Edgar Alfonzo re- 
turns after a five-year hiatus. 


Country boy in the city 


for The Brooklyn Paper 

Before last week, Cyclones pitcher Dy- 
lan Owen had only been on a plane two 
times in his entire life. After being drafted 
by the Mets last week, however, Owen has 
been in the air two times, a huge change 
for the young pitcher who enjoys hunting 
white tail dear and fishing for largemouth 
bass in the back woods of South Carolina 
with his trusty rod and .270 rifle. 

The two recent plane rides? One took 
him from Francis Marion University, an 


hour away from his hometown of Chester- 
field (population 1,318), to West Palm 
Beach, where he joined his future Cyclones 
teammates. 

The next was last week, when he flew 
from Florida to New York in time to join his 
team for its first practice of the season. 

If Owen looks a bit overwhelmed, it ain’t 
the jet lag. 

Hundreds of miles away from his home 
and out of place in the big city, the young 
Goose Gossage look-a-like knows his life 
will never be the same. 


But armed with a 93 mile-per-hour fast- 
ball and an electric slider that helped him 
strike out 334 hitters in 323 innings in col- 
lege, the 21 -year old believes he has the 
tools to succeed in Brooklyn. 

“I know it’s going to be a big change for 
me — for one thing, there isn’t anywhere to 
hunt or wish around here,” said Owen, was 
named the 2007 NCAA Division II Pitcher 
of the Year. 

“But I think I’m ready.” 

He did not appear in the Clones’ first two 
games. — Patrick Hickey, Jr. 


OPENER... 

Continued from page 1 

The sight of Lutz — who is one of the Cyclones’ few 
hyped stars — hobbling around on crutches after the game 
was the only dim bulb on this otherwise flashy season 
opener. 

“Basically, we played our game tonight,” said returning 
manager Edgar Alfonzo, who managed the team to its only 
New York-Penn League championship in the Cyclones’ in- 
augural 2001 season. 

“We got great defense and great starting pitching.” 

And the home run? 

“Voyles did so great in spring training,” Alfonzo said. 
“He’s a real gamer.” 

Voyles said he didn’t think of himself as a hero. 

“Anyone could have been the guy,” he said. “We just 
needed one key hit to get it going. I was just lucky to put 
the barrel on the ball and let the wind take it.” 

From the first pitch — a hard strike by Joe “The Grim” 
Leaper — to the last, the Cyclones appeared fired up. 

Vogl’s hit and run was just one example. After working 
into trouble in the first inning, Leaper struck out Yankee 
Austin Krum and then was saved by a great stab by third- 
baseman Lutz to end the inning. 

And in the sixth, a line shot to right field eluded the div- 
ing Chavez, who then kept his cool, picked up the ball and 
fired to second to gun down Dave Wilhams. 

And in the eighth, with the Yankees threatening, return- 
ing Cyclone pitcher Grady Hinchman ended the inning with 
a strikeout, prompting his catcher, Yasmil Bucce, to spike 
the ball excitedly. 

“It was just emotion,” Bucce said after the game. 

But on Wednesday night, the storyline was reversed, as 
the Yankees dominated. 

After falling behind 1-0, the Cyclones did score three in 
the second, thanks to a bases-loaded walk to Chavez and a 
two-run single by Vogl. 

But Yankee fireballs treated the Cyclones’ bats like kin- 
dling the rest of the night, while Clones hurlers — starter 
Nick Waecher, David Koons and Dan McDonald — gave 
up six runs all together. 

Despite the loss, the Cyclones are far ahead of last year’s 
pace. In 2006, the team opened up with seven consecutive 
losses, though rebounded to make it to the playoffs — 
where they lost to the Yankees. 



On Wednesday night. Cyclone outfielder Chris Fournier is gunned 
down at the plate after a bases-loaded groundout against the hat- 
ed Staten Island Yankees in the second game of the 2007 season. 
The Clones ended up losing the game 6-3. 



New beer is 
Coney proud 


By Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Schmaltz Brewing Co. — 
maker of the beloved He’- 
Brew brand of brewskies — 
will unofficially launch 
a second line of Coney 
Island-themed beers at 
the Mermaid Parade 
this Saturday. 

The Coney Island 
Lager, the first of the 
line’s expected six 
varieties, was already 
on tap at Peggy 
O’Neill’s on Tues- 
day, in time for the 
opening game of 
the Brooklyn Cy- 
clones. It moved 
as quickly as a 
keg of Coors at 
a frat party. 

‘We really ac- 
tually ran out of 
our first keg yes- 
terday, and we 
only had it a 
week and a 
half,” said Me- 
lisa Cucos, a 
Peggy’s bar- 
tender. “It can 
take a month to 
go through a 
keg of Guin- 

Jeremy Cow- 
an, the owner of 
Schmaltz, said the 
idea arose following last 
year’s tribute beer to famed 
comedian Lenny Bruce (Bit- 
tersweet Lenny’s R.IP.A.), 



when Coney Island USA, 
which runs the Circus 
Sideshow, reached out to him. 

Cowan liked the idea and, 
in his words, “I just kind of 
went to town.” 

The result: the Coney Is- 
land Lager, an amber 
beer, with what Cowan 
calls an “American craft 
sensibility.” 

Cowan, who lives on 
Flatbush Avenue be- 
tween Park Slope and 
Prospect Heights, said 
there’s nothing particu- 
larly Jewish about the 
lager. One could 
even argue that this 
is Schmaltz’s at- 
tempt to reach be- 
yond its loyal Jew- 
ish hipster and 
J-Date clientele. 
The company is 
even donating an 
undisclosed por- 
tion of every sale 
to head freak Dick 
Zigun’s non-profit 
arts organization. 
“If the Sideshow is 
more mainstream 
than Jews, than I 
guess we’re going 
more mainstream,” 
said Cowan. 

Coney Island 

Lager is now 

available at about 

12 bars throughout the 
city, including Peggy 

O’Neill’s in Coney Island, and 
Spuyten Duyvil in Williams- 
burg. 


TRIPLE-THREAT COVERAGE 

—A. JBk W 


Visit us online at www.BrooklynPaper.com 
everyday for video highlights, interviews, 
updated rosters, standings and 
everything you'd ever want to know 
about the Brooklyn Cyclones. 

www.BrooklynPaper.com 
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vs. Hudson Valiev Renegades 

1957 Night: Joe Pignatano & 
Danny McOevitt Appearance 
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(Up until first pitch) 
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Summer feet, pretty and painless 


University Orthopaedic Associates 

The first warm days of sum- 
mer usually make you want to 
kick off your shoes and go 
barefoot at the beach, or slip 
into your sexiest sandals. 

But what if you’re embar- 
rassed by your feet? Winter boots 
may have hidden your corns and 
calluses, bunions and hammer- 
toes, ingrown toenails and hyper- 
hidrosis (sweaty, smelly feet), but 
now’s the time to address those 
problems and face the world with 
your best feet forward. 

Fortunately, according to Dr. 
Suzanne Braun, clinical instructor 
at SUNY Downstate Medical 
Center and Diplomat of the Amer- 
ican Board of Podiatric Orthope- 
dics and Primary Podiatric Medi- 
cine, “There are products and 
procedures available to us that we 
could only have dreamed of a few 
years ago, even homeopathic 
remedies for many conditions.” 

Did you know that 50 percent 
of women in the U.S. have expe- 
rienced athlete’s foot in the past 
year? If you have dry, cracked, 
peeling skin on the sides or bot- 
toms of your feet, or itching be- 
tween your toes, you probably 
have athlete’s foot. 

Conditions such as athlete’s 
foot and plantar warts are not 
readily treated by over-the- 
counter remedies. Dr. Braun, 
with University Orthopaedic As- 
sociates in Park Slope, has effec- 
tive treatment options at her dis- 
posal for these and a variety of 


other conditions. 

Aesthetic foot issues aren’t 
the only ones that plague many 
people. If you experience acute 
pain first thing in the morning 
along the bottom of your foot, 
usually just in front of your heel, 
it could be plantar fasciitis, or 
heel spurs. A variety of treat- 
ments can bring relief, such as 
rest, ice, stretching, taping, 
NSAIDS, steroid injections or 
physical therapy. Your doctor 
can determine the cause of your 
pain and explain what footwear 
and lifestyle changes might be 
warranted. Surgery to release the 
fascia is usually a last resort. 

According to the American 
Academy of Orthopaedic Sur- 
geons, women who wear high 
heels have the highest percent- 
age of ingrown toenails, bunions, 
hammertoes, calluses and neuro- 
mas. It’s no coincidence that 
women account for 90 percent of 
surgical procedures of the feet. 
Try wedges and platform shoes 
as an alternative to high heels. 
They’ll help distribute your 
weight more evenly while still 
giving you the height. 

Diabetics are at risk for some 
of the most serious foot problems. 
According to the American Dia- 
betes Association, nearly 20 mil- 
lion adults and children in the 
U.S. — 7 percent of the popula- 
tion — have diabetes. Diabetic 
neuropathy, a complication affect- 
ing the nerves, occurs in 25 per- 
cent of them. Diabetics with neu- 
ropathy can develop sores and 



cuts that they may be unaware of 
due to the lack of feeling in their 
feet. If left untreated, these minor 
sores can lead to ulceration and 
possibly even amputation. Neu- 
ropathy can also cause painful de- 
formities such as bunions, ham- 
mertoes and charcot feet. 

If you are diabetic, don’t smoke, 
exercise to increase circulation, 
limit alcohol consumption and 
see your doctor regularly. 

“A small problem for most 
people can escalate into a cata- 
strophic situation for someone 
with diabetes or peripheral vas- 
cular disease,” says Dr. Braun. “It 
is therefore essential that diabet- 
ics go for routine podiatric foot 
care.” A study for the Center for 
Disease Control and Prevention 


concluded, “Comprehensive foot 
care programs can reduce ampu- 
tation rates by 45 percent to 85 
percent.” 

Walking is a great way to ex- 
ercise, however it is imperative 
to have the proper shoe gear. 
When shopping for shoes, you 
should go at the end of the day 
when your feet are tired and 
swollen. Make sure the shoes 
have sufficient support and cush- 
ioning. If shoes are comfortable 
at the end of the day, think how 
great they’ll feel in the morning! 

Remember, if you support 
your feet with good care, they’ll 
support you. 

Dr. Braun's office is located at 
33 Prospect Park West, in Park 
Slope, (718)270-2045. 


Sheemy’s Boot 
Camp Challenge 


The Brooklyn Paper 

Our Classified Sales Manager 
Adam El-Sheemy is undertaking 
"Boot Camp Challenge, " a gruel- 
ing, thrice-weekly workout set up 
by two personal trainers. Every 


how 


is how 


DENTISTS 


We’ve Moved! 


Park Slope Family 

DENTISTRY 

245 Fifth Avenue 

between Carroll & Garfield 


Emergency Service 
Pediatric Dentistry 
Root Canal Therapy 


Dr. Andrew Warshaw 
Dr. Sari Rosenwein 
Dr. Doug Pollack 


789-5700 


DENTISTS 


Quality Dentistry y 


Gentle care in our ultra-modern office 

• Cosmetic Laminates 


• Cosmetic Dentistry 

• Reconstructive 
Dentistry 

• Gums & Implants 


• Nitrous Oxide 
(Sweet Air) 


• Advanced Sterilization 

• Behavior Modification 

• Sealants 

• Fluoride 

• Preventative Dentistry 


RONALD I, TEICHMAN, DPS 

Saturday & Evening Hours 
357 Seventh Avenue at 10th Street 
768-1111 


Day 6 June 1 5 

The end of week two, and I have 
just two words: Thank God! But 
the good news is that things are 
getting a bit easier. The running 
was a breeze, and the push-ups 
even seemed lighter. Drill 
Sergeant Ray emphasized cardio 
work this week, which was 
good, because I needed a good 
workout before Fathers Day, 
when I would test my strength 
against my 2- and 5-year olds. 
Day 7 June 18 
This must be what hell feels 
like, because Sergeant Ray 
turned up the heat! My new 
nickname is “Vomiting Adam,” 
and you can guess why. And I 
thought it was getting easier! 
Day 8 June 20 
The nickname lives (I threw-up 
again)! But this former smoker 



Adam El-Sheemy 


is sticking to the program. This 
week, it was the “Duck walk” 
that killed me: Sergeant Ray 
makes us scoot down so our 
butts practically scrape the 
floor, and then walk about 20 
yards. But he made me do 30 
push-ups for not making the 
full duck walk — and by the 
end of the day, I couldn’t feel 
my thighs. I checked, though, 
and they’re still there — just 
not working! 


Affordable Family Dentistry 
in Modem Pleasant Surroundings 

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave) 
Emergencies treated promptly 
Special care for children & anxious patients 
WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD 

• Tooth Bleaching (whitening) 

• Cosmetic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings & Inlays, 
Bonding Crowns & Bridges (Capping) 

• Painless, Non-Surgical Gum Treatment 

• Root Canal • Extractions • Dentures • Cleanings 

• Impant Dentistry • Fillings (tooth colored) 

• Stereo headphones • Analgesia (Sweet air) 

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer 
544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens 
624-5554 624-7055 

Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking 
■^raS and insurance plans accommodated 


General and Implant 
Dentistry 



Treatment of Gum Disea 
Fixed & Removable Bridges 
Emergencies Seen SAME DAY 


DERMATOLOGY 


LASERS 

FOR THE REMOVAL OF. . . 

Spider Veins (face & legs), Age Spots, 



COURTEOUS AND 
COMPREHENSIVE 
DENTAL CARE 

Provided at our spacious, 
modern and friendly office 

Providing Excellence in All Phases of Dentistry 

COSMETIC DENTISTRY : Porcelain Laminates, Tooth Color Fillings, 
Metal Free Crowns. Porcelain Inlays, Onlays, Tooth Whitening 
IMPLANT DENTISTRY : Surgical Placement and Restoration 
PERIODONTICS : Non-Surgical and Surgical Treatment of Gum Disease 
ROOT CANAL THERAPY : Using State of the Art Rotary Instrumentation 
CROWNS. BRIDGES. PARTIAL & FULL DENTURES 
INVISALIGN PROVIDER 

Emergency Patients are see 

EUGENE D. STANISLAUS, D.D.S 
LAMUEL A. STANISLAUS, D.D.S 

189 Montague Street, Suite 800B - 8th Floor 
Brooklyn Heights • Telephone: (718) 857-6639 
Office Hours by Appointment 


) MURRAY FRYD.DDS 

578 Fifth Avenue 

(bet. 16 St. & Prospect Ave) 

788-3290 

(Above Ramirez Travel Agency in Our Now Modern Office) 

* Cosmetic (Capping & Bonding) 

• Restorative (Dentures & Bridgework) 

• Nitrous Oxide (Sweet Air) 

• Root Canal ■ Gum Treatment 

All Union and Insurance 
Plans and Medicaid 
Welcome. Discounts for 
Senior Citizens 




LIPOSUCTION 

Totally under local anesthesia. 
Abdomen, lovehandles, thighs, 
hips, male breasts. 

Acne • Spider Vein Treatment 


FREE LIPOSUCTION CONSULTATION 



Day & Evening Appointments • Affordable Fees 
Many Insurances and Credit Cards Accepted 

Alan R. Kling, M.D. 

Board Certified Dermatologist 
Conditions Related To Hair, Skin & Nails 7 


27 8th Avenue 


(718) 636-0425 


lOOO Park Avenue 

(at 84th Street) 

New York City, NY 

(212) 288-1300 


FAMILY MEDICINE 



1 


EXTRACTIONS 




CROWNS 


Jack Irwin, D.D.S. 

4 14 Seventh Avenue 

ickirwindds.com 



Superior Services for Adults & Children 

New! Periodontist (gum specialist) on premises. 

10 Plaza St. East, Suite IF ^ 

Evening (bet. Flatbush & Vanderbilt Aves) M ° sr 

(718)622-8020 


It’s Never too late. Take a Chance! 

LIFE CAN CHANGE 

Extensive Exp. in working with trauma survivors & those 
whom suffer with depression, anxiety & sleep disorders. 
Groups, Couples &? Individuals Psychotherapy 

Lillian Engelson, LCSW 917 972-7138 

Insurance reimbursement • PVT Brooklyn Office 


Reader Advisory : Nataal trade associations to which we belong purchased the following dass'fek 
This publication has not verified the value of any of the services or products advertised; some advertisers do not 



SCAN ADS 


Autos for Sale 
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HOME 

IMPROVEMENT 

CONTINUED FROM BACK PAGE 


Plumbing 


ZAV PLUMBING, HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING 

24/7 EMERGENCY SERVICE 
Residential WWW.zavplumbing.COm Commercial 

Plumbing: Water Heaters, Faucets, Toilets, 

Gas or Water Leaks, Water Meters & RPZ Assembly 
Annual Inspections & Violations Removed 
Heating & Air: Boilers, Furnaces & Air Conditioning 
Installed & Repaired, Controls & Trouble Shooting 
Radiators Installed & Repaired 
Radiant Heating Expert - Free Estimate A3i -03 

Insured 718 332-8511 LIC#2011 


_ A3r 

Don’t Even Think 


About choosing a Plumbing, Heating & AC 
company without checking the following 


Make sure of: 

Service Hours: Vigilante 
has true 24 hr Service 

Warranties, Guarantees 
& Satisfaction Policies. 


We have the best in the business 
100% Satisfaction Guaranteed 


Billing Procedure. 

No surprises, we charge by 
the job not hour 

kiGILANTE 

Plumbing, Heating & Air Conditioning 

(718) 522-6111 


Licensed Master Plumbers #1246-1728 


Rubbish Removal 


RUBBISH REMOVAL 

Affordable & Hassle-Free 


Same Day 
Clean-Up! 


Free Estimates 
24 Hour Service 


Basements - Attics - Yards - Demolition 
Containers Available (10-40 yards) 
www.gregsexpress.com 



Save the Planet. Recycle. 


1 -866-MR-RUBBISH 


FIVE STAR CARTING INC 


RESIDENTIAL & 
COMMERCIAL 



Serving All 
of NYC 


FAST 

SERVICE 


• Carting & Garbage Removal 

• Clean-Outs • Roll-Off Service 

• Shredding/Record Destruction 

• Construction Debris Removal 

718 349-7555 


FREE 

ESTIMATE 


Mention Brooklyn Papers For Special Service Rates In Your Area 


Plumbing 


FAST REPAIR INC. 

Plumbing • heating • drain cleaning 
water meter • residential 
commercial • Keyspan Energy 
delivery • Valve Plus installer 

NYC Lic#1 29 • Insured 


(718) 258-4600 


(718) 645-0089 

WM34 


NEIGHBORHOOD 

Sewer & Drain Cleaning 
m m Plumbing H H 

TUBS • SINKS • MAIN SEWER 
TOILETS • YARD DRAINS 
24/7 • Emergency Service 

745-7727 or 848-5654 

$ LOW, LOW, PRICES $ A9Q 


24 HR SVC 

A FLOW WATER MECHANICAL CORP. 

All types of Plumbing, Heating 
and Fire Suppression 
Violations Removed 

(718)339-2995 


INSURED 

WM32 


Roofing 


Schwamberger 

Roofing 

All Roofing, Rubber, Leaders, 
Gutters Skylights. 

Excellent References Available 
License #0831318 

20th year with Brooklyn Papers 

718-646-4540 

ALL WORK GUARANTEED 

A3 1-06 


A. Stewart Roofing 

30 years experience 
Licensed #1204810 
Affordable & Insured 

1-800-636-3944 


Rubbish Removal 



Rubbish Removal Inc. 


www. EagleRubbishRemoval. com 

(718) 871-0997 

Residential • Commercial 

Great Neighborhood References 
Servicing Contractors, 
Homeowners & Realtors 
Professional Clean Up Crew Available 
Clean-Outs of All Kinds - Yards 
Construction, Basements, Houses 
Interior Demolition Specialist 
Reliable & Immediate Service 
Guaranteed Competitive Prices! 
"" Lie# 1886 & Insured M&lh 


Telephone Svc. 


TELEPHONE JACKS 

INSTALLATION/REPAIR 
Business & Residential 

$75 Per Jack 

(Verizon charges $201 /Jack) 

917-482-5135 

718-528-7615 

Verizon Trained WM29 


Tree Service 


EVERGREEN TREE & 
SHRUB INC. 

Tree removal, topping, prun- 
ning, trimming, stump removal, 
grinding. Bucket truck. 
Lic./lnsur. Comm/resid. 
Free estimates. 

Call Carlos 888-727-3235 


Upholstery 


• Livingroom Furniture 

• Kitchen and dining chairs 

• New foam cushions 

• Slipcovers 

• Window Treatments 
and verticals 

• Table Pads 

Free Estimates 


Perfect Touch 
Decorators 


718-263-8383 

30 yrs experience • Serving the 5 Boros 
A39 



Windows 


Time to Wash Your Windows 

Gusto Window 
Washing 

Have the professionals do it 
at a reasonable rate. 

Contact Donel 

646-295-5668 A28 

Quality Replacement 
Windows and Repairs 

Repair ALL TYPES of windows. 
Screens and insulated glass. 
Save Energy! 

Custom Window Installation 
Licensed & Insured • Reasonable Rates 

Call Rene (718) 227-8787 

A39 


Wood Stripping 


WOOD STRIPPING 

Doors, Shutters, Balusters, Mantels 

Park Slope Paint Strippers 
718-783-4112 

Shop open to public Sat. only 9-4 
4218 Third Ave. 2nd. FI; Brooklyn, NY 

Careful & considerate 
Workmanship since 1959 

A31-1Q 


More 

HOME IMPROVEMENT 
in the next column 


REAL ESTATE 


APARTMENTS 


For Rent 


Park Slope - Lg 3 BR Duplex/2 Br, 
2 Ba. New kit appl. high ceilings 
W/D Terrace Central Heat/AC, 
$2900/2100 718-679-1242 Realtor Fee 

A25 

Besonhurst - Lux. 1 BR Pre war Brown- 
stone. Hdwd floors Mint Wash & Dryer 
& more 1 blk to 7th ave & park $2000 
718-679-1242 Realtor Fee 

A25 

Red Hook Exclusive - Rentals 

Newly Const. 3 Fam. 2/3 BR, Fully 
Equip. Kit; Yard Avail. Start @ $2.5K 

Frank P. Manzione RE 718.834.1440 


Jfl&llliLLT/.ituiu 

Apartme nts & Rooms Direct from Owners! 

No Brokers Fees! Browse & List Free! 
All Brooklyn and NY Areas. Studios; 

1 or 2 Bd. Rms. $800-$2000 
Visit www.Sublet.com 
or call 1-877-367-7368 

A50 


COMMERCIAL SPACE 


Artist/Writer Studio Space 

$210 to $375 - Dumbo, Bklyn 

Beautiful multi-user space w/light, open 
plan feel, some spots w/views. Includes 
wireless, utilities. No excessive noise, 
dust, smell. Join Us! 

Email: studiomilo@yahoo.com 


HOUSES 


Brooklyn 


Park Slope South 

6 Family, brick 
very good income & location 
Lot 23' x 85' 

Building 23' x 100' 

Each Apt. 2 Br. 1 Apt. will be 
vacant. Asking price $895K 

Inauaries 1 18-569-4156 


Staten Island 


For Sale 

Townhouse Coop. 3 floors. 
2 B/Rs. 1-1/2 Baths. Private 
Garage. Price — Mid 300s. 
CAVIAR REAL ESTATE 

(718) 855-4874 


Upstate NY 


Better than a Shrink 

Get away to your relaxing 
weekend home in laid-back, 
still-affordable Columbia 
County, NY. Just 2 hrs 
from the City. 

Review photos and possibilities 

BeachandBartolo. com 

Beach & Bartolo, Realtors 

(518)392-2700 


CONDOS 


BridgeView Tower 

LUXURY CONDOMINIUMS . t\ 
189 Bridge Street • Brooklyn • NY • 11201/ j \ 
(Between Nassau & Concord Streets) / L 



- * ^ * I 

.* I | RIGHT AT THE FOOT OF 

J* " l ' V 1. * THE MANHATTAN BRIDGE 

* 9 * STUDIOS, 1 & 2 BEDROOMS 

^JP^Starting at $563,795.00 
OPEN HOUSE EVERY SATURDAY & SUNDAY 


1PM TO 5PM OR BY APPOINTMENT 

Amenities: Doorman, 24 Hour-concierge service, shuttle service, steps away 
from train and bus, on-site parking, luxurious finishes in kitchens & 
baths, washer/dryer in every unit, balcony in every unit, common gardens, 
fitness center, top of the line appliances, Kohler fixtures & so much more! 

For more information, please call (718) 237-4360 
Or visit us at www.bridgeviewtower.com 


LAND AVAILABLE 


Rewind, Relax, Retreat... 








70 +/- acres of unspoiled Catskil Park land is available in one parcel. Half 
way between Hunter & Windham to build a mountain house of your 
dreams. Just 2.5 hours drive or cruise up the Hudson River. Your Escape. 
Asks $2,000,000. Call Kathryn Lilly for Further Details (718) 780-8174 

Prudential Douglas Elliman Real Estate 


FLORIDA AGENTS 


If you work from home, you can work at the Beach 

www.nvfraninflorida.com 

Fran Rizzuto, Realtor 

„ Prudential Florida WCI Realty 
Wellington/West Palm Beach 

(561) 307-0471 
email: nyfraninflorida@aol.com 



HOME IMPROVEMENT 


Cee Dee 

PROFESSIONAL 

CONTRACTORS 


Broken or Missing 
Balusters/Spindles 

Weak or Broken Steps 

(Treads, Stringers or Risers) 


FLOOR 

SANDING 

ALSO 

AVAILABLE 


Call: 718-893-4006 



Tree Service 


JC TREE SERVICE <?► 

Serving all the 5 Boroughs "9 

free estimates All Phase of Tree Work licensed & insured 

• Free Load 

Of Wood SE habla 
C hips espanol 


• Tree Removal 
senior • Stump 
discount Grinding 

• Pruning 


COMMERICAL • RESIDENTIAL 



Same Day Service* 
24 Hr. Emergency Service 


H 718 896 2158 F? 




STUMP GRINDING -PRUNING 


FREE 

ESTIMATES 


718-451-1300 

718-CUT-TREE 

A Division ofDragonetti Bros. Landscaping 

Visit Our Nursery at 1 875 Ralph Ave., Brooklyn, NY 


LICENSED & INSURED 


HOUSES / NEW JERSEY 


390 CHARLTON AVENUE 



Open *Hchsc, 

Simian, 

/}mc. 24lk, 1-4pM 

390 Charlton Ave. 
South Orange, NJ 07079 
(Scotland Rd. to Irving) 


Why squeeze your family into a tiny 2 bedroom Apt when you can spread 
out in a 7 bed/4.5 bath home with a large fenced yard, beautifully renovated 
and upgraded. From South Orange, you can be in NY Penn Station in 
32 minutes! ! ! (Faster than by Subway to Midtown.) 

Offered at $1,180,000. 

For Info, contact: 
Melissa Campbell 
(973) 980-3147 Cell 


WAm 


Village Square Realtors 
Each RE/MAX Ofc. Indep. Owned! Operated 


Move to a Suburb 
even a New Yorker can love 

Maplewood • South Orange • NJ 

• 29 minutes to NY Penn Station 

• Theaters, galleries, performing arts center 

• A community where everyone is welcome! 

• Gourmet restaurants and shopping 

• Cosmopolitan living in suburban setting 

www.twotowns.org • 1-800-256-7329 

for a free information kit or tour. 

Sponsored by The Community Coalition. 




LAND AVAILABLE 


We Know Brooklyn Best 

All Points Real Estate 

A full-service brokerage matching property owners 
with prospective tenants and buyers 
Specializing in Brooklyn's Brownstone Neighborhoods. 

•Brooklyn Heights •Carroll Gardens •Park Slope 
•Boreum Hill •Prospect Heights •Fort Greene 

•Cobble Hill •Clinton Hill •Bed-Stuy 

•East Williamsburg/Bushwick. 

Check out our inventory: ALLPOINTSRE.COM 

All Points Real Estate 

80 Livingston St. (near Court Street) 

(718) 858-6100 


EMPLOYMENT 


Help Wanted 


ENGINEERING 

As the third largest indepen- 
dent teaching hospital in the 
US, it's easy to see why Mai- 
monides Medical Center has 
become so distinguished. We 
are seeking the following pro- 
fessionals: 


STATIONARY ENGINEER 

You will operate and maintain 
steam boilers, fire safety sys- 
tems and mechanical equip- 
ment. Requires a HS diploma/ 
equivalent and a minimum 
of five years of experience 
as a licensed stationary and 
refrigeration engineer. Cur- 
rent NYC high pressure steam 
and refrigeration machine 
operator licenses as well as 
NYC sprinkler and stand pipe 
certifications of fitness also 
required. 

H.V.A.C MECHANIC 

You will operate and main- 
tain absorbers, pneumatic 
systems, split H.V.A.C. sys- 
tems, package units, cooling 
towers, A.H.U., pumps and 
motors. Must be able to 
perform repairs on malfunc- 
tioning plant equipment as 
well as climb ladders and 
lift about 50 lbs. Position 
will be rotating, including 
holidays and weekends. Must 
have a HS diploma or be a 
graduate from a trade school 
with H.V.A.C. specialization. 
Requires a NYC refrigeration 
license and 5 years of experi- 
ence as a H.V.A.C. Mechanic 

We offer competitive com- 
pensation and a compre- 
hensive benefits package. 
Please apply on-line: www. 
maimonidesmed.org or send 
your resume, indicating posi- 
tion of interest with salary 
requirements, via email: re- 
sumes @maimonidesmed.org 
or fax: 718-635-8157. EOE. 

MAIMONIDES 
MEDICAL CENTER 


Help Wanted 


RN 

Assisted Living Facility in 
Brooklyn is seeking a full time 
RN for its premier senior ser- 
vices center. 

We offer excellent salaries and 
a competitive benefits package 
including health, dental and 
401K. 

Please send resumes to: 
Director of Personnel Systems 
Fax: 201-836-5577 
E-mail: 

mmeier@ generationsms.com 
EOE W25 

Exp. Dental Sales and 
Treatment Coord. 

Vital Dent is accepting resumes 
for our up coming office in 
Brooklyn Hts. Great Pay, Excellent 
Commission Structure, Benefits, 
and perks. Send resume to 
jdias@vitaldentus.com or fax to 

212-668-5252 K3 i 

Nurse/RN 

Adult Day Health Care Center 
located in Park Slope Brook- 
lyn, seeks dynamic RN with 
1-2 years' experience. Requires 
good clinical & communica- 
tion skills and a strong com- 
mitment to quality care. Bilin- 
gual Russian and/or Spanish 
highly desirable. Experience in 
ADHC, community health and / 
or geriatrics a plus. 

Professional supportive team, 
great work environment, com- 
petitive salary /benefits. Please 
fax or email your resume to: 
HEDDA VENABLES. EOE M/F 
Fax: 718-789-3536 
Heddav @ nadhcc .com 


DRIVER WANTED 

for exectuve who works in Man- 
hattan and lives in Brooklny 
Heights, where vehicle is ga- 
raged. Early morning start five 
days a week. Must be puntual, 
steady, and have a knowledge 
of NYC and the airports. 

Michael Tucker 
(212) 901-2660 

EOE CW28 


LEGAL NOTICES 


Notice is hereby given that an Order entered by the Civil Court, Kings County on the 15th day 
of June, 2007, bearing Index Number N500551/2007, a copy of which may be examined at the 
Office of the Clerk, located at CIVIL COURT, KINGS COUNTY, 141 Livingston Street, Brooklyn, 
New York 11201, in room 007, grants me the right to assume the name of Chad Redmon 
Specter. My present name is Chad Tyson Redmon. My present address is 93 2nd Place, Brooklyn, 
New York 11231. My place of birth is Seattle, Washington. My date of birth is September 19, 
I 975 . ps25 

Notice is hereby given that an Order entered by the Civil Court, Kings County on the 15th day 
of June, 2007, bearing Index Number N500552/2007, a copy of which may be examined at the 
Office of the Clerk, located at CIVIL COURT, KINGS COUNTY, 141 Livingston Street, Brooklyn, 
New York 11201, in room 007, grants me the right to assume the name of Kathryn Chapman 
Specter. My present name is Kathryn Jane Chapman. My present address is 93 2nd Place, 
Brooklyn, New York 11231. My place of birth is Orlando, Florida. My date of birth is January 

26 - 1974 - PS25 

Notice is hereby given that an Order entered by the Civil Court, Kings County on the 12th day 
of June, 2007, bearing Index Number N500533/2007, a copy of which may be examined at the 
Office of the Clerk, located at CIVIL COURT, KINGS COUNTY, 141 Livingston Street, Brooklyn, 
New York 11201, in room 007, grants me the right to assume the name of Rondeshia Nyasia 
Renee Walker. My present name is Nyasia Rondesia Renee Walker. My present address is 173 
Cooper St., Brooklyn, New York. My place of birth is Manhattan, New York. My date of birth is 
May 18,1993. FG25 


SERVICES 


Accountants 


•s ^ ThcBusincssStorc.com 



Accounting, Bookkeeping, 

Individual & Corporate Tax Preparation 

718-623-6528 

240 Dekalb Avenue, 3rd FI. 

bet. Vanderbilt & Claremont Aves. • FORT GREENE 
(Above 2 Steps Down Restaurant) 

Authorized Center 


Attorneys 


Facing Divorce? ® 

Get An Experienced. Opinion 
Know Your Rights • Protect Your Property 

Property distribution (pensions, licenses, real estate) • Spousal supprt • Custody/ 
visitation/child supprt • Separation or Prenup agrmnts • Family Court 

See your Brooklyn Divorce Lawyer 
Flexible Appointment Schedule 

Angela E. Scarlato, Attorney at Law 

16 Court Street, 32nd Floor - Brooklyn 

(718) 522-6118 • www.angelascarlato.com 

Tmsts, Estates, Wills, Proxies 
Free Consultation Available at 

LAW OFFICES OF Peter G, Gray, P,C. 

(71 8) 237-2023 

Elderlaw • Probate • Estate Litigation • Deed Transfers 
Medicaid Planning • Home and Hospital Visits Available 

189 Montague Street, Brooklyn, New York 11201 

A38 

ic LIP and SAVE' 


ACCIDENTS - Free Consultation 

Personal Attention to your Personal Injury 


• Auto/Bus/Train • Sidewalk/Road Defects E3 °- 46 | 

• Trips & Falls • Building/Stairs 

• Wrongful Death • Truck Accidents / I 

• Construction Accidents 


Arthur Unterman (718) 643-4000 

26 Court Street, #1806, Brooklyn, NY 


Se habla espanol/Consulta Gratis 718-858-2525 


Accountants 


DOUGLAS CONDON 

Certified Public Accountant 

• tax planning and preparation 

• accounting, auditing 

• advisory services 

• co-op and condo management 

Park Slope Office 

718-788-3913 A41 


Attorneys 


SOCIAL SECURITY 

DISABILITY APPEALS 

FREE 

OFFICE 

CONSULTATION 
Stewart J. Diamond, Esq. 

OFFICE LOCATED AT 
111 Livingston St., Suite 1110, Bklyn, NY 

(718) 210-4738 

A31-10 


Computers 



Free 

Onsite 

Survey 


VOICE • DATA • FIBER 
VIDEO • AUDIO 


INSTALLATIONS 


212 619-3132 


CABLESANDCHIPSINC.COM 

A28 


Computers 


COMPUTER SOLUTIONS 

Firewall Protection - Network Installation 
(wired and wireless), Virus and Spyware 
Removal - System and Hardware 
Upgrades, Repair and General 
Maintenance, On-site Service - Se habla 
espanol. Free estimate. 

(917) 415-6807 

www.praxisinfo.biz A 42 

Microsoft 

CERTIFIED 
Systems Engineer 

Dimitry's Professional 
Computers & Network Solutions. 
All computer hardware crashes, 
repairs, viruses & spyware removal, 
forgotten passwords, restoration 
network troubleshooting and 
internet equipment connection. 

718-541-1302 

347-274-9777 

dimalt@hotmail.com 

A33 


Merchandise Wanted 


Bob & Judi's Collectibles 

LOOKING TO BUY 


FROM COOL FUNKY RETRO 
TO COUNTRY STUFF 
AND FINE ANTIQUES 
ONE ITEM TO ENTIRE ESTATES 


718-638-5770 

217 - 5th Ave (Union/Pres. Sts.) 

A3 1-03 


Private Investigator 


Private 

Investigator 

Find anyone, anywhere 
Flat fee $1 00 

(718)318-4393 

WM32 


LEGAL NOTICES 


NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, PURSUANT TO LAW, that the NYC Dept, of Consumer Affairs will 
hold a Public Hearing on Wednesday, June 27, 2007 at 2:00 p.m., at 66 John Street, 11th floor, 
on a petition from 601 Vanderbilt Avenue, LLC, to establish, maintain, and operate an unen- 
closed sidewalk cafe at 601 Vanderbilt Avenue, in the Borough of Brooklyn, for a term of two 
years. REQUEST FOR A COPY OF THE REVOCABLE CONSENT MAY BE ADDRESSED TO DEPT. 
OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS, 42 BROADWAY, NEW YORK, NY 10004 ATTN:FOIL OFFICER 


Notice is hereby given that an Order entered by the Civil Court, Kings County on the 15th day 
of June, 2007, bearing Index Number N500548/2007, a copy of which may be examined at the 
Office of the Clerk, located at CIVIL COURT, KINGS COUNTY, 141 Livingston Street, Brooklyn, 
New York 1 1 201 , in room 007, grants me the right to assume the name of Afrim Lulani. My pres- 
ent name is Afrim Ljuljanovic. My present address is 2015 74th Street, Brooklyn, New York 
11204. My place of birth is Brooklyn, NY. My date of birth is January 19, 1994. 


Notice is hereby given that an Order entered by the Civil Court, Kings County on the 15th day 
of June, 2007, bearing Index Number N500549/2007, a copy of which may be examined at the 
Office of the Clerk, located at CIVIL COURT, KINGS COUNTY, 141 Livingston Street, Brooklyn, 
New York 11201, in room 007, grants me the right to assume the name of Armend Lulani. My 
present name is Armend Ljuljanovic. My present address is 2015 74th Street, Brooklyn, New York 
11204. My place of birth is Brooklyn, New York. My date of birth is May 22, 1995. 


Notice is hereby given that an Order entered by the Civil Court, Kings County on the 18th day 
of June, 2007, bearing Index Number N500554/2007, a copy of which may be examined at the 
Office of the Clerk, located at CIVIL COURT, KINGS COUNTY, 141 Livingston Street, Brooklyn, 
New York 11201, in room 007, grants me the right to assume the name of Imran Wasim. My 
present name is Usama Wasim. My present address is 14 Bay 37th Street, Brooklyn, New York 
11214. My place of birth is Gujrat, Pakistan. My date of birth is November 19, 1993. 


Notice is hereby given that an Order entered by the Civil Court, Kings County on the 13th day 
of June, 2007, bearing Index Number N500540/2007, a copy of which may be examined at the 
Office of the Clerk, located at CIVIL COURT, KINGS COUNTY, 141 Livingston Street, Brooklyn, 
New York 11201, in room 007, grants me the right to assume the name of Thesius Calestro 
Tucker. My present name is Thesius Calestro Avery. My present address is 1119 Ocean Ave., 
Brooklyn, New York 11230. My place of birth is Brooklyn, New York. My date of birth is August 


IT IS THE POLICY OF BISHOP MUGAVERO CENTER FOR GERIATRIC CARE, INC. NOT TO DIS- 
CRIMINATE IN ITS MANAGEMENT OF PERSONNEL NOR ITS CARE OF RESIDENTS BASED ON 
RACE, CREED, NATIONAL ORIGIN, COLOR, SEX, AGE, HANDICAP, DISABILITY, MARITAL STA- 
TUS, SEXUAL PREFERENCE, SPONSORSHIP OR SOURCE OF PAYMENT THIS INCLUDES BUT IS 
NOT LIMITED TO EMPLOYMENT ASSIGNMENT, PROMOTION, RETENTION AND TRAINING 
OF EMPLOYEES AS WELL AS ADMISSION, RETENTION, ROOM ASSIGNMENT AND TYPES OF 
TREATMENT TO RESIDENTS. DD 


Notice is hereby given that an Order entered by the Civil Court, Kings County on the 18th day of 
June, 2007, bearing Index Number N500553/2007, a copy of which may be examined at the Office 
of the Clerk, located at CIVIL COURT, KINGS COUNTY, 141 Livingston Street, Brooklyn, New York 
11201, in room 007, grants me the right to assume the name of Kai Yip Leong. My present name 
is Keith Leong. My present address is 242 9th St., Brooklyn, New York 11215. My place of birth is 
China. My date of birth is March 14th, 1964. 
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Appliance Repair II Bathroom, Kitchen & Tile 


EXPERT REPAIRS 

All Makes and Models 

• Refrigerators ■ 


■ Washers & Dryers ■ 

■ Stoves & Ovens • 

Call Benson (646) 246-6240 


4 Leinster ’• 
Contracting 

Spray orFircproofmg 

Contact Liam Hogan 

(718) 651-9100 


AWARD WINNING / LICENSED 

ARCHITECT & 
INTERIOR DESIGNER 

• From Conception to Completion 
Residential, Commercial, Manufacturing 


■ Zoning Analysis & Property Potential 

Martin della Paolera 

ARCHITECT 

65 Saint Felix St B'klyn NY 11217 
TEL (71 8) 596-2379 
martin@nndparchitects.com 

• VIOLATIONS REMOVED • 

• BASEMENT & CELLAR • 

• LEGALIZATIONS • 


9 Years of Quality Service & Experience 

just 1718) 855-1237 


CLASSICAL CUSTOMER 

AWNINGS 

ALUMINUM- PLASTIC- RETRACT 


FREE ESTIMATES SINCE 1980 

718-528-2401 

WWW.CLASSICAL-IRON.COM 


Bath Tile & Kitchen 




John 

Costelloe 


tile jobs - large and small. 

Iloe (718) 768-7610 


one day 432 

BATH SOLUTIONS 

Expert bathtub and tile 


Carpentry Plus 

• Closets • Kitchens • Sheet Rock 


• Window Installation • Tile Work 

Dependable with references 
Kevin (718) 331-9251 ^ 


Carpet Cleaning 


50X Cleaner & 2DX Drier 

• Wall-to-Wall Carpet 
• Upholstery • Area Rugs 
■ Tile & Grout Cleaning 
• Hardwood Floor 
Cleaning & Refinishing 
For a free demo visit 
preferredcarpetcleaning.com 

LICENSED • INSURED 

718-343-1424 


SOLUTIONS INC. 


as & Oil Violations Corrected, 

718-762-9200 


Cleaning Services 


Sunshine 
Cleaning Service 

Commercial & Residential 
Free Estimates 
718-408-2621 
licensed 347-645-4084 insured 

Richards Cleaning Service 

post construction clean up. 

718-265-2804 
marirc6@aol.com M9 



A & K 
Tile Studio 


aP Zo°diac ( S Caesar Stone, Oldteand 


336 9th Street ° p ®"J AK tt^ S di!c!! eek 

(718) 369-6873 S “°0am“ 5pm WSpm 


CUSTOM DESIGNED CLOSETS 
An Affordable Luxury... 

• Designed in your home 

• Custom fit to your closet 

• Installed by craftsmen with love 

MAN@WORK 

j b y appointment 


L 71 

V vyww.n 


718-745 -1399 Always 

www.manatworkny.com exceeding sxpestattows 



© FACE LIFT 
CONTRACTING _ 

BEFORE AFTER 

Restorations & Remodeling 

t Exterior & Interior 

Over 20 Years Experience 

Stripping & Refinishing 
Finished Basements 
Room Additions • Kitchens & Baths 
Tile ■ Marble • Granite • Ceramic Tile • Painting 
Plastering ■ Roofing • Siding • Plumbing & Electric 
Ceilings & Floors • Lofts • Apartments • Brownstones 
Residential - Commercial Rubbish Removal 
Design & Consulting 
Exclusive 10 Year Warranty 
Local, Reliable, 100% Satisfaction Guaranteed 
First Time Home Buyer Discount & Concessions 
To Help You On Your Way 
All Types of Repair Expertly Done 
A 31-23 Ask for George: 

★ 1-347-724-6540 A 

Senior Citizen Discount 
Licensed & Insured 


Cleaning Services 


UjHurplili's ffcitsll 


ENLIGHTENED 

Cleaning Service, Inc. 


eOut/Moi 
Office • Residential ■ General 

7* 1 8^5 1 7 3 “'41 ' 65 


S & M Construction 

Waterproofing & Roofing 
All kinds of brick, 

Brownstone Specialist 

Free Estimates • Call Masir 

Cell: (347) 267 - 4524 
Office: (718) 368-3699 


Wright Contracting Inc. 

We do things Wright 

We Specialize in All types of remodeling 


ee Estimates • Fully Insured & Lict 




American Eagle 
'Construction Corp, 


• Roofing Jobs • Stucco • Sheetrock 
• Tile Floor Work • Cement Work 
• Kitchen • Bathrooms, Basements & More! 

Tel: 718-413-6003 
718-506-6115 


A.5cl Modern 
Renovation 

Drywall • Painting • Skim coat 


9 1 V-VD 1 -3 398 


S&D HOME 

IMPROVEMENT 




Lie #114276 • Free Est • Insured 

(718) 998-1110 


BEAGLE 


CONTRACTORS 

General 
Renovations 
Interior & Exterior 


Scaffold • Brick & 

cense # 904813 • Insure 

FREE ESTIMATES 


718-686-1100 


Ready, Willing & Able 

Home Improvement, Inc. 
"No Job Too Big or Too Small” 
Kitchens, Baths, Basements, 
Steel Entry Doors, Sheetrock, 
Windows, Painting, Siding, 
Extensions, Roofing & More 

(718) 236-9466 


Scott s Contracting 

All Phases of Const. & Reno. 
FREE ESTIMATES 


Big or Small J 

917-912-8124 


5 


Weinstein Miller 


(718)288-8962 


Heron Construction 

Specializing in Carpentry, 
Drywall, Painting, Title Work 
and Window Surfaces 

Call (718) 450-1851 

x: (718) 277-1963 E: Heron80@aol.com 
Fully Insured • Lic«252474 M 


RENOVATION 

DESIGN -PRODUCTS -REMODELING 


implete I 
id kitchei 


C ^vantP > 

Home Improvement Inc 

Interior Roofing Specialist Exterior 

• cusrT'tt* Jobs are Owner Supervised -.Roofing 

• finished Basements We have been • Windows 

doing a great job ' .Add»>ns 
for over ten years 

718-375-8292 " 


Lie# 1157104 


Contractors Contractors 


BMU CONSTRUCTION 

Sheetrocking, Framing 
Carpentry, Taping, Master 
Ceramic Tile Plastering, 
Rocking, Stucco Siding. 

516-603-3142 


718 • 624 - 5300 

Restoration • Baths • Kitchens 
Brownstone Renovations 

www.excelbuilds.com 


Chris Mullins 

General Contracting 



DECKS 

byBart -:||| 

ROOF • GARDEN • TERRACE 

Call Bart: 

15+ years experience 

We build year round 
Plan Ahead 
(718) 284-8053 
800-YES-4-DECK 

Design Assist/ArchitEnginr. 
www.decksbybart.com 


Demolition 

We Carry Special/Demolition Insurance 
Cleanouts Boiler Removal Backyards Etc 

FREE ESTIMATES!! Cpa 

www.NMDemoUtion.com Htf-' 

(718) 351-6273 


JOHN E. LONERGAN 
Licensed Electrician 
(718) 875-6100 
(212) 475-6100 


Call N ick (718 ) 331-3210 


ALECTRAinc. 

Have an electrical problem? 
Call me. Anthony llliano 

718-522-3893 


(718)633-1859 




I .1 


COMPLETE PEST CONTROL 
Difficult Termite Problems 
- Our Specialty 


LICENSED & INSURED 



ANY HOUSE 

EXTERMINATING INC. 


• Rodents • Roaches • Fleas 
• Water Bugs • Bed Bugs 

Use The Company with the Scientific Approach 

(718) 443-9134 


BROOKLYN FENCE 
DISTRIBUTORS 

1504 Ralph Ave. Bklyn, NY 11236 

(718) 444-8554 

ALL TYPES OF FENCES 
Custom Cedar, Stockade, PVC 
Chain Link, Aluminum, 
Privacy Slats, Gates, Security, 


Floor Maintenance' 


MASTER FLOORING 

INSTALLATION SANDING FINISHING 
All Kinds of LAMINATION 1 
Hardwood Floors $1.50/SQ.FT. 

$2.50/SQ.FT. 

FREE ESTIMATES 

(347)278-0331 TIM 
(646) 372-2581 TIMUR A26 

MICOLOSI & NICOLOSI 

WOOD FLOORING SPECIALISTS 

Sanding, installation & repairs 
Bleaching, pickling & staining!! 

RELIABLE & INSURED 


Call For Estimates 
(516)593.0022 

(718)227.2074 - (118)843.2400 
D & K 

FLOOR SERVICE 

Parquet & Wood Flooring 


Licensed for over 25 years Inured 

EXPRESS 

Hardwood Flooring 

•Installation "Repairs 
•Scraping •Sanding 

FREE ESTIMATES 

Call Mike 
(917) 881-1728 


3 


It’s Summer! Keep your 
garden blooming! 
Garden Service 


Brownstones, 

718-753-9741 




DRAGONETTI 

BROTHERS 

T 

LANDSCAPING, N1 
& TREE CARE 


1875 Ralph Ave. 
v.dragonettibrothe 

(718)451-1300 


Professional Gold Leaf Architeci 


SAM THE GLAZIER 

• Fire Damage Repair • Windows 

• Furniture Tops • Mirror 

• Plexi Glass • Plate 

• Skylights • Sash 

at Wilson and Myrtle Aves. 

(718) 452-4451 


KBM Contracting 


CALL NED 


Wallpaper • FREE ESTIMATES 

718-871-1504 „„ 

Dave's DJ. Moving 
^ & Storage^Available 


Movers (Licensed) 


MOVING YOUR WAY 


a 


Moving co T33315 584 6th Av 

LICENSED/ INSURED 

718-788-4920 

Free Estimate & Box Delivery 

POSITIVELY LOWEST PRICES! 


in^- ] 


SURE THING 

HANDYMAN 

Painting • Carepntry 
Masonry • Plastering 

Paper Hanging 
Ceramic Tile Work 
PROFESSIONAL & 
RELIABLE • ALL WORK 
GUARANTEED 
Call Robert 718-249-6928 
rcbobtbest@verizon.net 


IRON WORKS 

Free Estimates 

Window Guards Gates 
Cellar Doors & Repairs 

718-602-2819 

www.ironworkny.com 


Home and Office 
Security by 

All Security 
Locksmiths 

^I^oTTIcnow that"AII becurity l 

^ c ^S" 9upa 3w 

.h 

Locks • Alarms • Gates 


Lie # 650428 
We cover all 
of Brooklyn 

718-435-9055 


Movers (Licensed) 


TOP HAT MOVERS s 


A-1 JAYS WAY 
MOVING 

imily owned and operated for 
generations. For the lowest 


Experienced & Reliable. 

2149 E. 72nd. St. DOT#32149 

718-763-1435 ^ 

Dave's DJ. Moving 
& Storage A 


fumiture^added Free. Courteous, relial 


Movers (Licensed) 


TIP 

J TOP 
MOVING 

Local & Long Distance 
Expert Packing & Crating 
Competitive Rates 
On time pickup & delivery 
Free Consultations & 
Estimates 

718 484-7514 

tiptopmoving@yahoo.com 


www.Arikmoving.com 
Toll Free 877-668-3186 
212-321-MOVE 
US DOT #130966 


7, 



718-921-6176 


SUNSHINE 
PAINTING CO. 

25 YEARS 

CUSTOMIZED SERVICE 
RESTORATION 
INTERIOR • EXTERIOR 

rcXcz 

(866) 748-6990 
www.sunshinepaintingny.com 


Painting 
$100 per room 

2 coats + free minor plastering 
From $100. Reliable & Clean. 

Days: 1 (917) 371*7086 
Eves: 1 (718) 921*2932 



Residential & Commercial Interior and Exterior Painting 


FIND MORE 

HOME IMPROVEMENT 


ON PAGE 17 






















































